Do not bother removing
lichens from landscape

By Dr. Gary R. Bachman
MSU Extension Service
Spring has sprung, at least

in my Ocean Springs land-
scape, and gardeners once
again are venturing out and
taking an inventory of plant
damage from this winter’s
cold. Performing this yearly
garden task is easier when
many plants haven’t started
their new growth yet.

Every spring, I get quite
a few calls about trees and
shrubs in decline and re-
quests for advice on correc-
tive actions. The one thing
most of these calls have in
common is the presence of
a gray-green mold growing
on the trunk and branches.
Callers assume the gray-
green stuff is responsible for
the problems a tree or shrub
is having, and they want to
know what can be sprayed to
take care of the “problem.”

The gray-green, moldy-
looking material is actually
an organism called a lichen.
Lichen is an unlikely com-
bination of fungi and algae
living in a symbiotic rela-
tionship on the plant’s bark.
Algae supply food via pho-
tosynthesis, and fungi gather
water and other needed nu-
trients. Lichens are very in-
teresting organisms that are
found throughout the world.

shrubs are under some kind
of stress, many of them be-
gin to struggle. Most of these
stresses are abiotic and envi-
ronmental, such as drought
or excessive heat. When the
plants struggle, their cano-
pies tend to thin and open up,
allowing more light into the
interior of the canopy.

Lichens begin to grow as
they start receiving more
light. As trees and shrubs
continue to decline, the li-
chen becomes more notice-
able, giving the illusion that
it caused the problem. As a
result, homeowners think
lichen is responsible for the
tree and shrub decline. In
fact, lichen grows on any
hard surface outdoors, from
wooden fences to rocks and
even birdhouses.

There are a few common

HOLMES COUNTY HERALD

types of lichens. Some are
spreading and have a flat-
tened, crusty appearance.
Another lichen  spreads
across branches and devel-
ops wavy folds that resem-
ble a crumpled sheet. Some
resemble highly branched
balls of fuzzy stuff with pro-
jections going out in all di-
rections. Despite the varied
appearances, they are all li-
chens.

The combination of mois-
ture and increasing tempera-
tures creates the perfect en-
vironment for lichen growth.
It’s interesting that, after a
rain, the lichen can appear to
actually bloom. Small, round
structures appear and pro-
duce spores.

So, how can the home gar-
dener control lichen growth?
There really isn’t any need
to remove them. Lichens are
naturally occurring organ-
isms that opportunistically
increase their growth as a

Some of my most vivid
memories come from the
days of being on the lake.
I can remember catching
stripe bass as fast as I could
cast but I can also remem-
ber being scared to death
because I had not left early
enough to beat the lightning
storm. It seems we always
think there’s enough time
for one more cast. As I got
older I began to value my life
more. Now if there’s a storm

tree canopy starts to decline.
The very best solution is
keeping landscape plants in
optimum condition by fol-
lowing recommended water-
ing, fertilization and other
management practices.

A healthy and well grow-
ing plant will have a cano-
py that discourages lichen
growth. Light pruning of
damaged branches encour-
ages new branch growth,
which, in turn, helps to es-
tablish a denser canopy.

Just as a piece of metal
garden art will mature and
gain an aged patina, land-
scape plants gain a touch of
patina when lichens begin to
grow. And remember that li-
chens grow on hard surfaces
outdoors. I’ve never heard
anyone worried about lichen
damaging a rock.
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within a hundred miles, I
leave. There’s just something
about holding a graphite rod
in my hand in the middle of a
lake that doesn’t sit well with
me. Most of my memories,
however, are good. They in-
clude days on a bass boat, a
pontoon, and even wading.
What all of them have in
common is that the greatest
moments were shared with
a friend. It was with these
friends that I learned to eat
potted meat, Vienna Sausage
and Beanie Weenies. This is
stuff we never eat any other
time. [ have learned, if you’re
fishing with a friend, it’s ok
to hold a bologna sandwich
with the same hand that just
lipped that big bass. (In case
you didn’t know, there are
no germs on the lake.) Yes,
friends are what I like about
fishing. 1 don’t have to be
anything but who and what
I'am.
All of my life I have heard
about the characteristics of
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God. He has many titles that
give evidence of those char-
acteristics. He is known pri-
marily as father. He is called
man’s deliverer, sustainer,
provider, and protector. All
of these have special sig-
nificance for special times in
each of our lives. When I’'m
scared I need him to be my
protector. When I’m broke 1
need him to be my provider.
But of all the titles and char-
acteristics of God, my favor-
ite is that he is a friend and
not only a friend but a friend
to anyone who wants him to
be.

When God became flesh
through the person of Jesus,
he proved this unique desire.
Of Jesus, it was written, “He
is a friend of sinners.” Wow!
Not just a friend, but a friend
to those who don’t measure
up to the standards of perfec-
tion. Which is me! Which is
you! Which is all of us.

I hope one of the pictures
you have of God is a friend.
If it’s not, you’re going to
miss out on a lot of good
times and good memories
being with someone who ac-
cepts you for who you are.

N.A.

open group meetings every
Friday, 6:30-7:30 p.m. at

New Roads Counseling
114> Spring Street, Lexington, 662-230-2682
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