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DeSoto, last year’s top coun-
ty), with DeSoto and Madi-
son as Nos. 2 and 3 in the
rankings.

Holmes, Coahoma and
Quitman were ranked as the
least healthy counties.

The data project is a col-
laboration between the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Popu-
lation Health Institute and
the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation, which started in
2011.

Together the two organiza-
tions release annual rankings
for each state’s counties.

The project includes maps
on its websites that lets users
compare counties for each
measure.

Each county’s health rank-
ing can be viewed at: http://
www.countyhealthrankings.
org/app/mississippi/2018/
rankings/outcomes/overall.

Those Mississippi counties
ranking lower have higher
rates of sexually transmitted
infections and teen births, as
well as a high ratio of people

HOLMES

per primary care physicians.

While both STIs and teen
births have decreased in
Holmes, the county still has
a higher per capita infection
rate than other counties and a
higher rate of teen births.

The assessment is divided
into two fields: health out-
comes and health factors.

A county’s outcomes are
measured by the length and
the quality of one’s life; the
quality component takes into
account answers to surveys
asking how many poor phys-
ical and mental health days
a person has experienced
recently, as well as the fre-
quency of low birth weight.

A county’s health factors
are comprised of wide-rang-
ing inputs: They include tra-
ditional health barometers,
such as obesity and smoking
rates, as well as social and
economic standards, such
as child poverty and high
school graduation rates.

“There’s definitely a strong
correlation between econom-
ic opportunity and health,
and across the state you’ll
see that,” said Justin Rivas, a
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ty rate is very high, there’s a
very low median household
income, and that usually cor-
relates to access to health
care in terms of providing
better health outcomes in the
long run.

“What we’re ultimately
talking about is the access
to opportunity in these coun-
ties, which can be governed
by economic opportunity
that leads to health outcomes.
Look at the median income
in the upper (ranked) coun-
ties and the lower (ranked)
counties and see how that
translates to health.”

Census data supports the
correlation: The median in-

come in Rankin is $59,370,
while in Holmes it’s $20,800,
the lowest in the state.

Karen Matthews, president
and CEO of Delta Health Al-
liance, said her organization
is aware of the issues the re-
port highlights in the Delta.

“Access to a primary care
provider is an issue that af-
fects many other aspects
of health,” Matthews said.
“Unfortunately, many Delta
residents don’t have reliable
access to a primary care pro-
vider and are not able to ad-
dress symptoms before they
worsen or get care for chron-
ic conditions on a regular
schedule.”

federal grants.

“We are currently imple-
menting a project with the
Mississippi  Department of
Medicaid to prevent preterm
births, many of which are
low birth weight or to teens,”
she said. “In the first years,
we have brought the rate to
even with the state level,
with the program partici-
pants being recruited from
patients flagged as having
risk factors in their health
records for preterm delivery.
Almost all of these patients
are African American. The
disparity between African
American and Caucasian
births in Mississippi is stark

and we are working to close
the gap.”

The County Health Rank-
ings report also includes data
on racial disparity, and Rivas
observed a wide gap in Mis-
sissippi regarding teen births
and low birthweight, even in
the overall healthier coun-
ties.

In DeSoto, for instance, 7
percent of white births had
a low birthweight while the
rate was 13 for black births.

In Madison, the white teen
birth rate was 9 per 100,000
teenage females, while the
number is nearly four times
as high (34) for black female
teens.

Rivas said the intentions
of the rankings are to show
what specific areas people
can target to improve health
at a local level.

“The reason why we pro-
vide these rankings is be-
cause they’re kind of a cata-
lyst to take action,” he said.
“There are things you can
do within your state or your
county or your community
more locally that can change
these indicators.”
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TAIS SPOT COULD

BE YOURS!

FRANKS

www.frankschevy.com

]
sfranks@frankschevy.com
Office (662) 289-4611
Fax (662) 633-4400

STEPHEN FRANKS

1001 Hwy 35 N » Kosciusko, MS 39090

im Arnold

Attorney at Law

Premier Pre-Owned
« 2015 EDGE 31k mi.

« 2016 FUSION 31k mi.
« 2014 FUSION 38k mi.

» 2016 TAURUS SEL 31k mi.
« 2016 FUSION 15k mi.

« 2015 FUSION 29k mi.

« 2017 LINCOLN MKZ 7k mi.

e Chapter 13 Bankruptcy ®

No upfront fee except filing fee

e Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
$750 plus filing fee

¢ No Fault Divorces
$399 plus court fees

INTERSECTION OF
HWY. 12W & 51N

Call for an appointment 662-653-6448 or 601-656-6914

SCOTT PETROLEUM CORPORATION

www.scottpetroleuminc.com

31 Depot St. Lexington

(662) 450 - S131

0

309 Depot St
Lexington, MS 39095

Office 662-834-1089

Fax 662-834-6082

Cell: 662-259-7461

kjoiner@ scottpetroleuminc.com

Monday - Thursday

; 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday - Saturday %

10 am. - 11 p.m. (May Vary) =

WANT TO BUY LAND
100 TO 500 ACRES

KENNY JOINER

Division Manager Visit us in Tchula, Lexington,

Durant, Pickens and Canton.

Businesses and Services Directory

4’ NO BONES
ABOUT ITT

Call the Herald to find out how! 662-834-1151

« 2017 ESCAPE 28k mi.
« 2017 LARIAT F150 4X4
- 2017 EXPEDITION XLT EL

« 2017 LINC NAVIGATOR L

« 2017 XLT SUPER CREW
« 2017 LINCOLN MKC

HAMMETT MOTOR CO.

FIND US ON THE WEB AT:
www.hammettmotorco.com

662-653-3141
DURANT

Need help getting approved for
Long Term Care?

Let us guide you through
the application process.

Durant

Healthcare, LLC

God’s
Corner:

Garden

Donna Horrall, (Formerly of Hearts and Flowers)

Designer

662-792-4050- 526 S Natches St. - Kosciusko-

Floral

- Crosses

Gawdens




