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HOLMES

The most precious thing
you can give your children

By Gary Andrews
gary@gadevotionals.com
Over the past few weeks my

wife has been going through
boxes and boxes of what we
have saved from when our four
children were in school. She
has neatly divided and marked
the contents for each one of
our children. We have anything
from sports memorabilia, news-
paper clippings and photos,
to report cards, journals they
wrote, stuffed animals, etc.

[ remember a story I read
about an elderly father that was
doing the same thing we are.
He came across his son’s jour-
nal and remembered the journal
he kept also. He opened up his
journal to a certain date and it
read, “Went fishing with my son
today. Terrible day, didn’t catch
a fish.”

He opened his son’s journal
to the same date and read one of
the most shocking things he had
ever read. His son had written in
his journal, “Went fishing with
my dad today. One of the best
days of my life.”

It is unique that two people
can look at the contents of a day,
after spending time with each

other, and see it totally differ-
ent. One saw the day as a duty
to fulfill and the other saw it as
a time to spend with his dad. It
is a sad day when we, as adults,
look on the time we spend with
our children and grandchildren
as a duty to fulfill instead of
viewing the great joy that they
can provide for us and we can
provide for them.

My wife and I made a promise
to each other that when we were
blessed with children that we
would grow up with them. We
would spend time with them and
stay active in their lives. The
Lord has tremendously blessed
us and our children. Three out
of the four are married and have
families of their own. The fourth
is a high school counselor and
associates with teenage children
every day.

Spending time with our chil-
dren has been most rewarding.
They continue to come home
and we are invited to their
homes. It is a sad day when
parents are so involved with
themselves, such as jobs, social
life, etc., that they have little or
no time for their own children.
It’s amazing how many nannies,
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daycares, and others are raising
children for families.

Most young marriages require
two jobs to make ends meet.
This is because the younger
generation is always trying to
have more than they really need
or can afford. My wife was a
stay at home mom and this was
one of the best decisions we
have ever made. She is a certi-
fied school teacher but stayed
at home with our children until
our youngest started school. She
then went to work when they
went to school and came home
when they did.

It was a great day when our
daughter announced that she
would be staying home with
her children. She quit teaching
school when her first child was
born. Time is the most precious
item we can ever offer our chil-
dren. Cherish every moment
that you have with them be-
cause, and you can truly believe
me on this one, time waits for
no one and tomorrow they will
leave you nest empty.

As my wife had compiled the
items for each of our children,
she came across a school as-
signment that my son had writ-
ten. The assignment was to tell
about his best friend. When she
showed it to me big old tears
came into my eyes as | read,
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“Let me tell you about my dad,
my best friend.” Memories such
as these can never be lost or re-
placed.

It’s my wish that all parents
could spend more time with
their children. Even with all
the gifts we offer them and big
ticketed items we buy for them,
nothing can replace the love
or the time we can give them.

Prayer: Thank you Lord for the
children you have blessed me
with. Be with them each and
every day and lead them on the
path you would have them go.
I pray that our parents of today
will give more time to their chil-
dren and raise them to know you
and your saving grace. Amen.
Suggested daily Bible read-

Monday — 2 Samuel 7:1-17;
Tuesday — Ecclesiastes 6:1-6;
Wednesday — Matthew 18:1-6;
Thursday — Ephesians 6:1-4;
Friday — Titus 1:6; Saturday — 2
Chronicles 24:1-2.

Gary Andrews is the author of
Encouraging Words: 30-days in
God's Word. To obtain a copy go
to his website www.gadevotion-
als.com.
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The executive board of Keep Holmes Coun

ing: Sunday — Mark 10:13-16;
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ty Beautiful, an affiliate of Keep Mississippi Beauti-

ful, met on Wednesday, March 21 at Gladys’ Restaurant in Lexington. Members discussed the
local chapter’s structuring, new membership goals and other planning efforts. Executive Direc-
tor Jim Thompson (pictured second from right) said the board will look to review designated
areas for the “trashiest spots in the county.” The group is aimed at litter prevention, recycling
and beautification. The next scheduled board meeting is April 11. To participate or for more
information call the Holmes County Chamber of Commerce at 662-834-3372.

(Photo by Matthew Breazeale)
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BE YOURS!

Call the Herald to find out how! 662-834-1151

FRANKS

www.frankschevy.com

]
sfranks@frankschevy.com
Office (662) 289-4611
Fax (662) 633-4400
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STEPHEN FRANKS

1001 Hwy 35 N » Kosciusko, MS 39090

im Arnold
Attorney at Law

Premier Pre-Owned

» 2016 FUSION 31k mi.
« 2014 FUSION 38k mi.
« 2016 TAURUS SEL 31k mi.
« 2016 FUSION 15k mi.
« 2015 FUSION 29k mi.

« 2017 LINCOLN MKZ 7k mi.

« 2015 EDGE 31k mi.

« 2017 ESCAPE 28k mi.

« 2017 LARIAT F150 4X4

« 2017 EXPEDITION XLT EL
« 2017 LINC NAVIGATOR L

« 2017 XLT SUPER CREW
« 2017 LINCOLN MKC

e Chapter 13 Bankruptcy ®
No upfront fee except filing fee

HAMMETT MOTOR CO.

INTERSECTION OF 662-653-3141 FIND US ON THE WEB AT:
HWY.12W & 51N DURANT www.hammettmotorco.com

e Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
$750 plus filing fee

¢ No Fault Divorces ®
$399 plus court fees

Call for an appointment 662-653-6448 or 601-656-6914

Need help getting approved for

SCOTT PETROLEUM CORPORATION Long Term Care?

www.scottpetroleuminc.com

©°s Diney-
31 Depot St. 1 exington

(662) 450 - S131

Office: 662-834-1089 o]

Fax: 662-834-6082

Cell 662-299-7461
10 am. - 11 p.m. (May Vary) °

WANT TO BUY LAND
100 TO 500 ACRES

Let us guide you through
the application process.

Durant
Healthcare, LLC

309 Depot St
Lexington, MS 39095

Monday - Thursday
10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

KENNY JOINER

Division Manager Friday - Saturday

Visit us in Tchula, Lexington,
Durant, Pickens and Canton.

God’s Floral

Corni’l(’ - Crosses
araen '
g Gardens

Donna Horrall, (Formerly of Hearts and Flowers)
Designer

662-792-4050- 526 S Natches St. - Kosciusko




