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Puppeteers and performers T.J. McSparrin (pictured sleeping) and Peter Zapletal re-enact a scene from Hans Christian Ander-
sen’s classic tale The Princess and the Pea in the Durant High School auditorium on Tuesday, April 3. The performance was part 
of National Library Week and supported in part by funding from the Mississippi Arts Commission and in part from the National 
Endowment for the Arts. Kids and adults alike got the chance to not only enjoy the performance but see demonstrations on 
homemade puppet making and movement. Pictured above, Zapletal attempts to keep the King and Queen quiet while the titular 
Princess sleeps in the background while on top of a mountain of pillows and one single pea in order to test her authenticity as a 
princess.                                                                            (Photo by Matthew Breazeale) 

Peas and Quiet
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to be heard are: case #17-
0104, Wilson Jones, Ct. I 
capital murder and Ct. II 
credit card fraud; case #17-
0041, John Keys, Jr., aggra-
vated assault; case #17-0044, 
John Keys, Jr., shooting into 
occupied dwelling and pos-
session of firearm by felon; 
case #17-0101, Charles Wil-
liams, business burglary, 
Alize Anderson, Terrance 
Gypson.

Cases to be heard on 
Wednesday, May 2 are: case 
#2011-0105, Paul Brown 
and Terry Brown vs. South-
ern AgCredit, et al; case #17-
0071, Michael Amos, bur-
glary - breaking & entering 
occupied dwelling.

On Thursday, May 3, cases 
to be heard are: case #2016-
0240, Kristen S. Lowe vs. 
Isaiah T. Miller, a Minor, et 
al; case #17-0052, Michael 
Anderson, receiving stolen 
property; case #17-0094, 
Demetri Winters, possession 
of marijuana.

On Friday, May 4, case to 
be heard is: case #17-0088, 
Curtis Gain, Ct. I possession 
of a firearm by convicted fel-
on, Ct. II felony escape.

Case to be heard on Mon-
day, May 7 is: case #17-
0006, Vivian Holmes, aggra-
vated assault.

Case to be heard on Tues-

day, May 8 is: case #2017-
0289, Mississippi Land 
Holdings, LLC vs. Betty H. 
Gannim.

On Wednesday, May 9, 
cases to be heard are: case 
#14-0064, Kenneth Wil-
liams, first degree murder; 
case #17-0052, Michael 
Anderson, receiving stolen 
property.

On Thursday, May 10, cas-
es to be heard are: case #17-
0071, Marshall Howard, bur-
glary - breaking and entering 
occupied dwelling; case 
#17-00093, Angela Grays, 
assault on officials.

On Monday, May 14, cases 
to be heard are: case #17-
0073, Rodney Earl Sand-
ers, capital murder; case 
#17-0090, Maurice Robert-
son, Ct. I escape and Ct. II 
commercial burglary; case 
#17-0096, Travis Baker, Ct. 
I escape and Ct. II commer-
cial burglary; case #17-0098, 
Levontaye Ellington, Ct. I 
escape and Ct. II commer-
cial burglary; case #17-0097, 
Jacquiez Williams, Ct. I es-
cape and Ct. II commercial 
burglary.

Cases to be heard on 
Wednesday, May 16 are: 
case #17-0066, Markelle 
Williams, burglary - break-
ing and entering occupied 
dwelling; case #17-0103, 
Jessie Lewis, III, gratifica-
tion of lust.

On Thursday, May 17, 
cases to be heard are: case 
#17-0095, Peter Harris, Jr., 
possession of marijuana; 
case #17-0091, Javontae 
Taliaferro, escape.

U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) will 
conduct its biannual Agricul-
tural Labor Survey during the 
second half of April. The sur-
vey will collect information 
about hired labor from more 
than 300 Mississippi farmers 
and ranchers.

“The beginning of the year 
is the time when agricultural 
producers plan out the rest of 
their growing seasons and it is 
a great time to assess on-farm 
labor needs,” said Esmerelda 
Dickson, State Statistician, 
Mississippi Field Office. “The 
data that farm operators pro-
vide through NASS’s Agri-
cultural Labor Survey help 
federal policymakers base 
farm labor policies on accu-

USDA to focus 
survey on farm labor

rate information.”
USDA and the U.S. Depart-

ment of Labor use statistics 
gathered in the Agricultural 
Labor Survey to establish 
minimum wage rates for ag-
ricultural workers, administer 

farm labor recruitment and 
placement service programs, 
and assist legislators in deter-
mining labor policies.

In the survey, NASS asks 
participants to answer a vari-
ety of questions about hired 
farm labor on their opera-
tions, including total number 
of hired farm workers, the 
average hours worked, base 
wage rate, and wage rates paid 

for the weeks of January 7-13 
and April 8-14. For their con-
venience, survey participants 
have the option to respond 
online.

“By asking about two sepa-
rate time periods each of the 
two times we collect data 
during the year, we are able 
to publish quarterly data and 

capture seasonal variation,” 
said Dickson.

“This approach reduces the 
number of times we survey 
farm businesses while ensur-
ing that accurate and timely 
data are available for anyone 
conducting research or analy-
ses.”

NASS will compile, ana-

lyze, and publish survey re-
sults in the May 17 Farm La-
bor report.

All previous Farm Labor 
publications are available on-
line at http://bit.ly/FarmLabor. 
For more information on NASS 
surveys and reports, please call 
the NASS Mississippi Field Of-
fice at (800) 327-2970.


