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l)(lll!llﬂll locals challenge vnung readers

William Dean Jr. Elementary celebrated National Library Week with speclal guests visiting
throughout last week. Willie Hodges, with Guiding Light C.O.G.L.C. (picture in photo on left),
encouraged students academically and spoke about the importance of displaying good charac-
ter. Meredith Fancher, with Holmes County Bank (pictured above, standing), read to students
and challenged them to take advantage of their library and to read many books with pleasure.

(Photos by Zenobia Cockrell)

Chaney urges Mississippi drivers
to ‘Keep The Road Code’ During
Distracted Driving Month

Commissioner of Insurance
Mike Chaney is urging Mis-
sissippi drivers to ‘Keep the
Road Code,” a new campaign
from the National Association
of Insurance Commissioners
(NAIC) that focuses on prevent-
ing distracted driving. April is
Distracted Driving Awareness
month.

“There has been a significant
increase in distracted driving
accidents and fatalities since
2008,” Chaney said. “I’ve long
been an advocate for stronger
texting and driving laws in Mis-
sissippi and will continue to
push for them.”

According to a new study
(http://blog.zendrive.com/dis-
tracted-driving/) released by Ze-
ndrive, a San Francisco-based

startup that tracks phone use for
auto insurers and ride-hailing
fleets, people are spending more
and more time on their phones
while at the wheel.

‘Keep the Road Code’ aims to
educate consumers on the dan-
gers of driving while distracted
whether it is from impairment,
texting or doing anything that
takes their eyes off the road or
hands off the wheel. Distracted
driving is a serious public safety
concern. Ten percent of fatal
accidents in the U.S. involve at
least one distracted driver, kill-
ing approximately 3,500 people
each year. It takes focus, prac-
tice, and skill to safely operate a
vehicle moving 80 feet per sec-
ond (55mph). Distractions don’t
help. Researchers and state

Fun is spelled B-I-N-G-O

Librarian Ann Polk (pictured above standing), pulls BINGO
numbers from a cage at the Tchula Public Library on Wednes-
day, April 11 for a group of local senior citizens as part of Na-
tional Library Week activities. Participants played for prizes
provided by the library in the lively game and were treated to a

movie afterwards.

(Photo by Matthew Breazeale)

insurance regulators all point
to distracted driving as a major
cause of more frequent, more
costly and too often deadly ac-
cidents.

In addition, higher accident
rates result in higher insurance
premiums for many. In 2009,
average annual insurance pre-
miums had decreased to $787
from $843 in 2004. Then the
trend reversed. A 2015 NAIC
report shows that average ex-
penses had climbed by 12
percent. At the same time, the
National Highway Traffic and
Safety Administration (NHT-
SA) began tracking increases in
motor vehicle accident fatalities
caused by distracted driving —
primarily involving cell-phone
use. In 2010, auto insurance
rates rose for the first time in
six years. They’ve gone up each
year since.

“One of the most dangerous
and potentially deadly activities
consumers do every day is get-
ting behind the wheel,” Chaney
said. “I applaud the NAIC’s
consumer education efforts this
year on the prevention of dis-
tracted driving.”

The NAIC’S Insure U web-
site includes information on
the dangers of distracted driv-
ing. Readers can commit to and
share, the ‘Keep the Road Code’
pledge — a promise to stay fo-
cused and responsible when be-
hind the wheel.

3 CEMETERY PLOTS
in Odd Fellows Cemetery,
Lexington, known as Lot No.
606 in the 1967 Addition.
Includes a Trust Receipt, No.
376, held in trust by the City
of Lexington with the interest
to be used for the upkeep
and maintenance of Lot 606.
Call Bruce Hill at 662-417-
9944 to arrange for transfer
of Trust Receipt and warranty
deed for Lot 606. $1500 total.
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USE THE  PATENTED
Happy Jack® Flea Beacon®
to control fleas in the home
without toxic chemicals or

Magw in #}m Air

Sebastopol magician Todd Smith (pictured above) stabs a playing card with a balloon sword
during his performance, as kindergartner Zymarion Williams stands amazed, on Friday, April
13 at Goodman-Pickens Elementary. The trickster entertained Kindergarten and 1st graders in
the school library as part of National Library Week activities sponsored by the Goodman Public
(Photo by Matthew Breazeale)

Library and Pickens Public Library.

Do people .,CQ

read small ads?

You just did! Your business
could be here for just $7.50.
For more information call
662-834-1151.

costly exterminiators. Results
overnight! LEXINGTON
FARM SUP-PLY (834-3388)

(fleabeacon.com)
4-5,12,19,26p

HOUSE FOR SALE 1IN
Goodman, to be moved or torn
down. Best offer accepted. Call
662-472-2009. 4-19cc

EBENEZER AREA..SMALL
farm needs tractor and disk
work done to cut under 12-15
acres by May 1 for planting.
601-573-9450.

4-19,26p

Lexington Manor
Senior Care

56 Rockport Road
Lexington, MS 39095

IS CURRENTLY ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR

CNA'S

12 HOUR SHIFTS
and

PRN CNA’'S
3-11 and 11-7 SHIFTS

MUST COME TO NURSING HOME
TO PICK UP APPLICATION.
ONLY SERIOUS APPLICANTS NEED APPLY.



