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Q: Our son, age 8, did fine
in school in first grade, but has
struggled in second. We’ve tak-
en your advice and not helped
much with his homework other
than occasional and brief “con-
sultations.” He’s making aver-
age grades but his second-grade
teacher — she’s fairly young,
by the way — tells us that he
is actually slightly behind in
both reading and math. We met
recently with the school coun-
selor, school psychologist, and
his teacher, all of whom recom-
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mended that he be tested for
ADHD (they told us that he’s
easily distracted) and a learn-
ing disability. We really don’t
want to go down that road,
but they’re making it seem
like that’s the only responsible
thing for us to do. What are
your thoughts on this?

A: T agree. You really don’t
want to go down that road. In
the first place, the fact that an
eight-year-old boy is “strug-
gling” in school and “slightly”
behind in reading and math, yet
making decent grades does not,
in my estimation, indicate a se-
rious problem. The bell-shaped
curve — which schools seem to
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have forgotten (or conveniently
ignore) — predicts that some
otherwise normal (problem-
free) children will perform be-
low the academic mean. Private
schools try to weed out chil-
dren who will bring down their
test scores; public schools can-
not. So, in public school, one
is likely to find a greater pro-
portion of kids who “struggle.”
Furthermore, a disproportion-
ate number of the kids in ques-
tion are likely to be boys — and
boys tend to be distractible.

As I have said many, many
times in this column, books,
and my weekly radio show
(American Family Radio),
there is no scientific validity to
a diagnosis of attention-deficit
hyperactivity disorder. Unlike a
verifiable physical disease like
cirrhosis, ADHD is a construct,
not a verifiable reality. On nu-
merous occasions over the past
thirty years, I have publicly

By: United States Senator Roger Wicker

Wicker Challenges FCC
Assessment of Cell

Service in Mississippi
Real-Life Stories Paint Different Picture
Than Coverage Shown on Agency Map

Earlier this month, I sent out a
survey asking Mississippians to
tell me about their experiences
with mobile broadband. The re-
sponses so far have been force-
ful but not surprising — Mis-
sissippians are very frustrated
with their coverage. This is a far
different story than I saw on the
wireless coverage map released
by the Federal Communications

nection, one of the fastest con-
nections available. Simply put,
the FCC map is wrong.
Mississippians Describe
Impact of Poor Connectivity
In just over a week, I received
more than 1,800 responses to
my short survey, which specifi-
cally asked about the quality of
service and whether Missis-
sippians had experienced any
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challenged my colleagues in
the mental health professions
to provide concrete proof of
heritability, a biochemical im-
balance, or a consistent “brain
difference” (all of which they
frequently claim concerning
ADHD). I have yet to hear a
lucid response.

As for determining whether
a child “has” ADHD by giving
tests, it is fascinating to note
that the Diagnostic and Statis-
tical Manual (the diagnostic
“bible” of the mental health
professions) lists not one test-
based criteria for making the
diagnosis. The question, then,
becomes: Since tests do not fig-
ure into the diagnosis, why then
are they often administered?
The only answer I can come
up with is that tests are given
to create the impression that the
diagnosis is arrived at vis ‘a vis
a scientific process (when it is
not).

When [ make that charge,
psychologists tell me that the
tests are given to obtain a diag-
nosis, but only a “big picture”
of the child. The question then
becomes: If the (expensive)
tests in question are not neces-
sary to the diagnosis, why do
so many parents obtain the im-
pression that they are?

Then there’s the fact that pub-
lic schools receive supplemen-
tary funding for every child
diagnosed with ADHD and
put on what is called an “indi-
vidualized education program”
or IEP (so do certain private
schools, by the way). Call me
cynical, but when money is a
possible incentive to making a
certain diagnosis, I am suspect.

Two things jump out at me:
first, that your son didn’t have
problems in grade one; second,
that the second-grade teacher
is inexperienced. It may well
be that your son’s struggles say
more about her than they do
him. [ would be inclined to give
him the benefit of the doubt and
simply recommend that you
hire a tutor — ideally, an older,
veteran teacher — to work with
him during the summer and
bring him up to academic speed
before he goes back to school
in the fall.

The simplest and most obvi-
ous explanation for a problem
of this sort is usually the cor-
rect explanation; furthermore,
the simplest and most obvious
solution is usually the best so-
lution.

Family psychologist John
Rosemond: johnrosemond.com,
parentguru.com.

ral state, 98 percent would not
be eligible for Mobility Fund
Phase II funding under the cur-
rent map.

As chairman of the Senate
subcommittee that oversees in-
ternet and telecommunications
issues, I have expressed my
concerns about the map to the
FCC, and I look forward to the
agency improving it over the
coming months. Challenges to
the map’s accuracy can be sub-
mitted to the FCC until August,
after which the agency will re-

On April 10, the FCC released
the same wireless coverage map
with more information about
provider coverage. This is a very
small step in the right direction
but still does not capture the
full picture. I wish the majority
of our state had 4G LTE cover-
age as the map illustrates, but
anyone who has traveled across
Mississippi  knows otherwise.
Until mobile broadband can be
enjoyed consistently in our rural
communities, we have work to
do. That begins by demanding
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exactly where coverage and
support is lacking. The purpose
of the FCC’s map on wireless
internet coverage is to help de-
termine where to send Mobility
Fund Phase II funding, which
is specifically for rural broad-
band deployment. The flaws in
the FCC map are troublesome
because this could mean that
federal resources may not get
to areas with the greatest need.
Even though Mississippi is a ru-
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