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Court Square 834-2721 Lexington 

Meri Stewart Arrington
Jake Killebrew

May 19

Hallie Murtagh
Bailey Rutledge

May 25

Anna Weems
Reid Sumrall

June 2

Joy Hayes
Brooks Ables

June 30

Kasey Myers
Alex Killebrew

June 30

LEXINGTON
FARM SUPPLY 

Fly Spray
Worm Medicine

Grooming Supplies
Feed

Halters 
Brushes

Highway 12 E    834-3388   Lexington

Mon. - Fri.   8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat. 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Just in time for Horse Shows

The West School Reunion 
was enjoyed by several per-
sons. Some of the former 
students were not able to 
participate due to various 
reasons. The weather even 
cooperated to some extent, 

West Report
by 

West Civic Club
with rain early morning then 
slacked off about get to-
gether time. Thanks to all for 
coming and those helping in 
various ways.

It is time to think about 
getting the children signed 
up for the summer library 
programs:

On June 14, at 1:00 p.m. 
there will be the Mississippi 
Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks 
Game Warden Derrick Scott,  
talking to the children about 
outdoor safety, the use of 
firearms and different animal 
skins.

On June 21 at 1:00 p.m. G 
& J Traveling Petting Zoo, 
will be present.  Animals 
include, zebra, camel, min-
iature horse, miniature calf, 
miniature donkey, wallaby, 
baby goat, baby sheep, rab-
bits and guinea pigs. You can 
interact with all the animals.

On July 12 at 1:00 p.m.   
Freedom Ranch Outreach 
Education will be present, 
with  Wildlife Ambassador 
Kristy Hamilton, founder 
and director.

On July 26 at 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. the library will 
host bingo and serve lunch 
at noon along with present-
ing reading certificates and 
prizes.

Magic Mr. Nick, of Mem-
phis, Tennessee,  award win-
ning magician and children’s 
author, will perform. 

Any questions you may 

The thinning of trees is 
an important step in the 
wildlife management pro-
cess, and it helps improve 
your pocketbook.

My mother has part of 
her family’s land in Mont-
gomery County. It has 
been in her family since 
1833. Part of the land (25 
acres) that was farmland 
in 1937 (that is the oldest 
aerial photo I have found) 
has grown up in a thick 
stand of green ash and 
sweetgum. Another part 
(30 acres) was growing a 
mixed stand of pine and 
upland hardwoods. Some 
of the oaks had died as a 
result of stress.

Conservation Corner
by James Cummins
Executive Director 

of Wildlife Mississippi

Nevertheless, my mother 
is primarily interested in 
income and I am primar-
ily interested in wildlife. 
To reach both goals, we 
needed to do a “junk” cut 
or timber harvest.

First, let’s discuss what 
steps we took. We hired 
a forester to mark the 
trees which were to be 
cut. On the upland site, 
he marked sweetgum and 
pine that were very old 
or were crooked and tak-
ing up sunlight, nutrients, 
and space from straighter 
trees. On the bottomland 
site, he marked primar-
ily sweetgum, sycamore, 
green ash, and oaks that 
were old and diseased. 
He also marked trees that 
were too close together so 
the stand would be evenly 
spaced and each tree had 
plenty of water, nutrients, 

have please call Librarian  
Miranda at the library be-
tween 12 p.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday.  The number is 
662-967-2510.

and sunlight.
Both high-quality and 

low-quality trees are good 
for wildlife, but the high-
quality tree is the best 
income producer. Small 
trees are unsuitable for 
sawtimber because they 
are too small. In 10 to 
15 years from now, both 
types of trees will be big 
enough for sawtimber, but 
only the quality tree will 
be used for sawtimber. 
The crooked pine tree will 
be used for pulpwood. It 
will be worth only about 
$7.00/ton, whereas the 
straight pine tree will be 
worth about $24.00/ton. 
Historically, the first tree 
will have increased in val-
ue at an annual compound 
rate of 5 percent, whereas 
the second will have done 
so at 19 percent. As invest-
ments, one is great, the 
other is a loser. You want 
to eliminate the losers now 
to increase available water, 
nutrients, and sunlight for 
your income producers.

I write this column be-

cause of the strong need 
for good quality forest 
management in Missis-
sippi. It is good for wild-
life (and keeps my mother 
happy). Plus, you can 
make your forests/wildlife 
habitat into superb invest-
ments. This won’t happen 
unless you do something 
now and do it right. And 
you can teach your chil-
dren or grandchildren how 
to do it.

So, by taking care of 
your big-dollar trees, 
you’ll protect the environ-
ment, create forests that 
will regularly produce in-
come, produce all the tim-
ber we need, and maintain 
great areas to hunt and 
view wildlife.

James L. Cummins is ex-
ecutive director of Wildlife 
Mississippi, a non-profit, 
conservation organiza-
tion founded to conserve, 
restore and enhance fish, 
wildlife and plant resourc-
es throughout Mississippi. 
Their web site is www.
wildlifemiss.org.


