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Durant Summer Feeding Program
Durant Public School District, 65 West Madison Street, 

Durant, MS 39063 will hold its Summer Feeding Pro-
gram beginning June 4, 2018 and ending June 29, 2018.  
Breakfast will be served from 7:30 a.m. until 8:30 and 
lunch will be served from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.

All meals are free to all children age 18 years and 
younger. There is no fee/registration in accordance with 
Federal Law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, 
this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability. 
USDA is an equal opportunity employer.

For more information, you may contact Clara Ware, 
Food Service Supervisor, or Glenn Carlisle, Superinten-
dent of Schools, at (662) 653-3910.

May 31 - Steve and 
Stephanie Diffey, Virgil and 
Rossie King

June 1 - Guy and Liz 
Taylor, Doyle and Louise 
Gilmore, Mr. and Mrs. Leroy 
Riley, James Edward and 
Peggy Killebrew, Randy and 
Linsey Stewart

June 2 - Pablo and Randi 
Hernandez ST, Luke and 
Lauren Eaton, Owen and 
Natalie McLellan

Happy 
AnniversaryThe University of Mis-

sissippi Medical Center 
(UMMC) is in negotiations 
with Blue Cross & Blue 
Shield of Mississippi (BCB-
SMS) for an updated con-
tract with the insurance pro-
vider, with the hope for a 
new agreement over the next 
two months. UMMC noti-
fied BCBSMS management 
Monday, April 30, that it will 
terminate the current agree-
ment on June 30, 2018.       

“During the coming weeks, 
as we continue to negotiate 
with BCBSMS, absolutely 
nothing will change for our 
patients,” said Dr. Charles 
O’Mara, UMMC associate 
vice chancellor for clinical 
affairs.  “We encourage Blue 
Cross members to continue 
to visit their UMMC care 
providers just as they always 
have. Our goal is to maintain 
business as usual, so our pa-
tients do not experience any 
disruption in their care.”

UMMC to negotiate new terms with 
insurance provider Blue Cross Blue Shield

Without a new agreement 
in place by June 30, UMMC 
will become out-of-network 
for BCBSMS customers, 
and those patients may face 
higher out-of-pocket costs. 

Normally, exceptions are 
made for patients who need 
emergency medical care or 
established patients who 
need continuation of care for 
an ongoing illness.Failure 
to reach an agreement also 
would not impact members 
of the State and School Em-
ployees’ Health Insurance 
Plan and their covered de-
pendents, because that plan 
is administered by but not 
offered by BCBSMS.

“We are committed to ne-
gotiating with Blue Cross in 
good faith,” O’Mara said.  
“However, it’s important to 
understand that our current 
agreement with Blue Cross 
was developed 28 years ago, 
when UMMC and the health 
care industry were vastly 

different. Most troubling, 
the base contract from 1990 
allows Blue Cross to make 
any changes it wants to the 
terms of the agreement – in-
cluding what it pays us for 
services we deliver to pa-
tients – without consulting 
UMMC.”

As the state’s only aca-
demic medical center, 
UMMC offers the only Lev-
el I trauma center and chil-
dren’s hospital in the state, 
the only organ transplant 
service, and one of the most 
extensive telehealth net-
works in the nation. 

“Equitable contracts with 
our payor partners – like 
BCBSMS – allow us to keep 
the physicians, technology, 
facilities, staff and resources 
needed to provide the very 
best care possible to the 
people of Mississippi,” said 
Kevin Cook, CEO of the 
UMMC health system.

Unfortunately, Cook said, 
BCBSMS’ ability to ma-
nipulate reimbursement even 

after an agreement is signed 
means that any rate proposal 
UMMC might agree to can’t 
be counted on unless the 
base contract is revised. 

“We are committed to a 
strong, collaborative and 
fair partnership with Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield that 
supports our mission to im-
prove the lives of Mississip-
pians through exceptional 
patient care, training the 
next generation of health 
care providers, and engag-
ing in innovative research,” 
Cook said.  “Through these 
continuing negotiations, we 
are optimistic we can reach a 
new agreement between our 
organizations.”

Contrary to criticisms lev-
eled by BCBSMS about 
UMMC’s costs and quality 
outcomes, data suggests that 
UMMC hospitals’ cost struc-
ture is among the lowest in 
the country, according to the 
Association of American 
Medical Colleges. Bench-
marked against peer aca-
demic medical centers, the 
hospitals’ adjusted expense 
per patient day is well below 
the 25th percentile in recent 

national rankings.
“We’re one of the best bar-

gains in the country,” said 
Cook.

Similarly, UMMC’s quali-
ty data have improved mark-
edly over the last two years 
and continue on an upward 
trajectory in the most current 
ratings. Quality scores can 
lag by almost two years, so 
UMMC publishes its current 
quality data online.

June 4 - Mike and Patty 
Hood, William and Bettie 
Holmes, Murray and Pam 
Burrell, Larry and Mary 
Killebrew

June 5 - John and Pattie 
Lowe, Landon and Rebecca 
Hood, Tracy and Karen 
Eldridge, Hank and Erica 
Wentworth

June 6 - Josh and Kaley 
Carpenter

*Bridges
(Continued from page 1.)

is the oldest one listed, hav-
ing been built in 1927. The 
Howard Road bridge has the 
longest detour/reroute dis-
tance at 14 miles for travel-
ers.

According to the AP, “Bry-
ant said he will call lawmak-
ers into special session if 
they can agree on a funding 
plan.


