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learning projects and request 
the materials or experiences 
they need most for their 
classrooms. 

Teachers can either apply 
the $200 SONIC donation 
to their own projects on Do-
norsChoose.org, or gift the 
donation to another deserv-
ing teacher.

For a full list of public 
schools where teachers re-
ceived a $200 #ThanksTeach 
donation, including those 
in your community, visit: 
https://limeades.cdn.prismic.
io/limeades/ec73b4ab-fcaf-
4563-aa19-e1fe340b4f7a_
sonic_lfl_thanksteach_fund-
ed_school_list.pdf. 

“At a time when teachers 
spend an average of $500 
of their own money to sup-
ply their classrooms, we cel-
ebrate Teacher Appreciation 
Month by supporting more 
than 5,000 teachers in cit-
ies near SONIC Drive-ins. 

These teachers are our cus-
tomers, they teach our crew 
members and they are an 
integral part of the commu-
nities in which we operate,” 
said Christi Woodworth, vice 
president of public relations 
for SONIC. “We’ve asked 
everyone to share #Thank-
sTeach on social media, and 
in turn SONIC is showing 
our gratitude with a $1 mil-
lion donation to our partner 
DonorsChoose.org to impact 
5,000 classrooms coast to 
coast.” 

Everyone can get involved 
in #ThanksTeach by sharing 
stories on social media using 
photos, videos or a written 
message. Facebook fans can 
Smile to Say #ThanksTeach 
via a Facebook augmented 
reality (AR) camera effect 
that springs to life when the 
user smiles into the camera 
on their mobile phone, cre-
ating a video or photo that 
can be easily shared on the 
platform. Search the hashtag 
#ThanksTeach to see real 
teacher stories shared by 
SONIC and others dur-
ing Teacher Appreciation 
Month. 

To learn more about 
Limeades for Learning and 
#ThanksTeach, visit Lime-
ades for Learning® and ex-
plore public school teacher 
projects in the Lexington 
community in need of sup-
port.

There’s a new intern on 
Capitol Hill this summer 
from Lexington, MS, and 
his name is Curtis Hills.

He is a proud born and 

bred Lexington native. He 
is currently interning in the 
office of U.S. Representa-
tive Bennie G. Thompson`s 
Washington, D.C. office. 
The sophomore English 
major at the University 
of Mississippi is “excited 
about the opportunity to 
work for his district`s Con-
gressman.”

“In order for me to have 
a direct impact in the com-
munity, I have to go into 
the field of public policy,”

Hills said. “I’m excited 
to get to work for my Con-
gressman and witness all 
of the things he does for 
our District here in Wash-
ington.”

Before interning for Rep. 
Thompson, Hills worked 
for community initiatives 
and non-profits in the state, 
which afforded him the re-
alization of “the hurdles 
community organizers face 
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to overcome challenges of 
implementing policies.”

This summer, he will at-
tend congressional brief-
ings, hearings, meetings 
and prepare to notify Rep. 
Thompson of any relevant 
legislative issues that im-
pact Mississippi. Hills will 
also conduct tours of the 
U.S. Capitol Building for 
District constituents and 
work with staff to develop 
special legislative projects.

After finishing at the 
University of Mississip-
pi, he plans to attend law 
school to reach his career 
goal of becoming a Civil 
Rights attorney. He be-
lieves this internship will 
give him the opportunity 
not only to be able to read 
and interpret the law, but 
to also have a dialogue 
with community members 
about what the law means 
to them.

“This is the opportunity 
of a lifetime,” Hills said. “I 
constantly remind myself 
that where change is made 
usually leads to where 
power lies and policy be-
comes law.”

Congressman Thompson 
selects Holmes County
native for internship


