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Marquail Primers, Jr. (at left) is pictured with Mrs. Deb-
bie Hughes, Vice President, MS 4-H Horse Clubs , having 
won the Junior 4-H High Point Cattle and Goat Award at 
the State 4-H Championships in Jackson. 
              (Photo by Betsy Padgett)

Jay Jay McCaskill (at left) is pictured with Kim Moss, 
President, MS 4-H Horse Clubs, having won the Senior 
4-H High Point Cattle and Goat Award at the State 4-H 
Horse Championships in Jackson.
              (Photo by Betsy Padgett)

*Exhibitors
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On Friday all of the halter 

classes were shown. Mikyah 

Baker placed 5th with her 
mare, Sunny, while Tre-
dell took 7th with his mare, 
Daisy. Colton Howell placed 

6th with Frosty, his gelding.
Saturday was “speed” day 

with Pole Bending, Bar-
rel Racing and Stake Race 
classes. Orin Howell placed 
7th in Barrels and Stakes and 
8th in Pole Bending. Colton 
Howell placed 6th in Poles, 
11th in Barrels and 12th in 
Stakes. Tredell Meeks won 
his class of Poles and 5th 
in Stakes with his fast time 
in Poles qualifying him 
to advance to Regionals. 
Cin’Kyra Mosley placed 6th 
in Barrels and Stakes and 
12th in Pole Bending.

Semaja Clayton bested 
the Holmes County seniors 
in Poles placing 8th to An-
thony Meeks’ 14th and Jay 
Jay’s 15th. Olivia Howell 

Parents and school stakeholders took advantage of the opportunity earlier this month 
to hear from the new superintendent of the Holmes County Consolidated School Dis-
trict, Dr. James Henderson during a town hall style meeting. Attendees were able to 
hear Henderson’s plans for the district and also voice individual concerns about con-
solidation.        (Photo submitted)

*HCCSD
(Continued from page 1.)

period without a teaching 
assignment,” Henderson 
pointed out.

“We would be doing our 
children such a disservice 
if we did not give them ev-
ery educational opportunity 
they need,” he added. Under 
Henderson’s administration, 
HCCHS will house a special 
wing designated as a Mag-
net School program. He in-
troduced Durant native and 
Durant High School gradu-
ate Gregory Washington, 
Ph.D. as the new Coordina-
tor of the Magnet program: 
a school-within- a-school.

Henderson also pointed 
out that the consolidation 
action to relocate DPS’s 
K-8 to William-Sullivan is 
also economically sound. 
“As I came up Highway 51 
and happened to see where 
Williams–Sullivan is lo-
cated, I discovered that it 
and this school are within a 
very short distance of each 
other,” he said.

“I know it is hard to let go, 
but this Board hired me to 
work on behalf of the chil-
dren,” Henderson continued 
to express. “I am going to 
fight for these kids—all of 
the children of HCCSD—to 
get the best.”

Henderson, who has 20 

years in public school ad-
ministration, said parents 
have a right to ask for a 
meeting with their school 
leaders to address their con-
cerns. “That is why I did 
not hesitate to agree to meet 
with them,” he later said. 
“Their opinions count.”

And speaking of the par-
ents’ opinions, they also 
shared other vital concerns 
with Henderson during the 
Q&A segment.

Among their concerns 
were the fear of fights, 
bullying and lack of over-
all school safety at Hol-
mes County Central High 
School. “Did your deep 
data gathering reveal any-
thing about that?” one par-
ent quipped. Another parent 
alleged that some adults 
also are bullying some of 
the children. Henderson an-
swered that his research did 
not reveal any of that type 
information.

However, he indicated that 
his administration will be 
looking into those concerns, 
meeting with law enforce-
ment, and “we are going to 
make sure a solid School 
Safety Plan is in place and 
enforced.

One parent suggested in-
stalling metal detectors on 
the bus and at school. An-
other was concerned by the 
protection of her special 

need son with physical dis-
abilities. “He is smart as 
a whip and does not both-
er anyone. I do not want 
anything to happen to my 
child,” she said. Henderson 
responded: “We will have 
adult supervision with your 
child as well as other chil-
dren, as needed.”

Retired Holmes County 
Educator Mrs. Sturgis made 
a statement and also raised a 
valid concern. “I was at the 
meeting in Jackson when the 
State Department approved 
the consolidation. The con-
solidation was established 
before Dr. Henderson came. 
Let’s work together with 
him and give him a chance 
to implement his plans for 
our children” she said. St-
urgis, as well as one or 
two others, were concerned 
however about the Durant 
seniors who might be on tar-
get to be the Valedictorian 
and Salutatorian at DHS for 
the upcoming school year: 
What will happen to their 
class ranking once they re-
locate to Lexington?

“Great question, Mrs. St-
urgis and thank you. For 
this first year, we might 
have to have two Vals and 
two Sals,” he said. “We will 
definitely address that.”

Several students were also 
in attendance. Henderson 
specifically addressed one 

young recent DHS alum 
who refuted the data pre-
sented pertaining to their 
class schedule and teachers 
having multiple vacant peri-
ods. Henderson invited the 
young man to speak with 
him one-on-one and to as-
sist in scheduling a meeting 
with the Durant HS students 
as he promised.

Regarding potential al-
tercations that may oc-
cur between students from 
HCCHS and DHS, Hender-
son said, in his experience, 
he has found that if students 
are truly allowed to dia-
logue about their concerns 
or issues, conflicts can often 
be resolved.

“We will bring the kids to-
gether (from both schools) 
with guided conversations 
and give them an opportu-
nity to express themselves,” 
said Henderson.

Parents were also con-
cerned about over-crowded-
ness at HCCHS. Henderson 
said the high school is built 
to house 1200 students, and 
right now, it’s enrollment is 
around 700 plus.

However, he did say that 
later he would be asking 
for a bond referendum to 
build a state-of-the art high 
school. In an earlier report, 
Henderson said the same 
inoperable biology lab still 
exists from when he was a 
student at the high school.

HCCSD Board President 
Anthony Anderson and Vice 
President Louise Winters 
were also on hand for the 
meeting. They both asked 
the parents to give Dr. Hen-
derson a chance. “The train 
has a new conductor now, 
and we, the Board members, 
are the engineers,” said An-
derson “I know it is hard to 
let go, but we are going to 
fight hard to give students 
the best,” stressed Hender-
son.

As the new superinten-
dent was shaking hands and 
briefly speaking to a line of 
parents who wanted to meet, 
one attendee said she shook 
his hand and whispered qui-
etly in his ear: “Okay now 
Moses, I am going to trust 
you.”

placed 8th in the Stake Race 
and 12th in Barrels. Jay Jay 
placed 9th in Barrels to fin-
ish the day.

Tredell Meeks and Sinatra 
Clayton will advance to the 
Southeastern Regionals in 
Perry, Georgia, August 1-5, 
2018, representing Hol-
mes County and the State 
of Mississippi in numerous 
events. The Regionals (as 
they are called) will be the 
“National Finals” for these 
youth – as there is no con-
test that pits regions across 
the U.S.

Congratulations to these 
hard working 4-H’ers – this 
honor was earned and they 
will make super representa-
tives for our program.


