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the Wicker report
By: United States Senator Roger Wicker

Wicker Opposes Democrat 
Proposal to Eliminate ICE

What would happen with-
out U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement?  
Some Democrats in Con-
gress are willing to find 
out, recently pitching an 
ill-conceived bill to abolish 
the federal agency that is re-
sponsible for upholding our 
country’s immigration and 
customs laws. 

Thankfully, this radical ef-
fort was strongly rejected by 
Republicans in Congress, 
who responded with Senate 
and House resolutions sup-
porting the necessary and 
often dangerous work of 
ICE officers. I cosponsored 
the Senate resolution, which 
Democrats have temporarily 
blocked from even getting a 

vote.  In the House, the mea-
sure defending ICE passed 
by a vote of 244-35, with 
133 Democrats merely vot-
ing “Present.”  

It is ridiculous to think 
that our country is better 
off without immigration en-
forcement. In addition to 
curbing illegal immigration, 
ICE fights against terrorism, 
organized crime, and human 
smuggling. The agency is a 
critical piece of our national 
security strategy, preventing 
criminals and terrorists from 
crossing our borders and us-
ing our country to move il-
licit weapons and goods. 

127,000 Arrests of 
Criminals Living 

Illegally in the U.S.

Agency Plays a Critical Role in Protecting 
Americans From Terrorism, Organized Crime

Termination of ICE would 
come with significant risks 
to public safety. The elimi-
nation of a law enforcement 
agency is not the answer 
to political disagreements 
about immigration law. 

The numbers speak for 
themselves when it comes 
to ICE’s role in keeping 
our communities safe. The 
agency was responsible for 
the arrest of 127,000 illegal 
immigrants with criminal 
records during Fiscal Year 
2017.  The crimes associated 
with those arrested included 
serious drug and assault of-
fenses, hardly minor viola-
tions of the law. That same 
year, ICE arrested nearly 
5,000 gang members and 
saved more than 1,400 vic-
tims of human trafficking.

As the opioid crisis contin-
ues to take American lives, 
the work that ICE does to 
stop drug rings and confis-
cate narcotics is still urgent.  
Earlier this year, ICE was 
part of a major investiga-
tion into a Mississippi-based 

Even though it’s still sum-
mer, the deer hunters are 
getting prepared for another 
season. While it may be a 
few weeks until the season 
opens, there is much to do in 
order to be ready for open-
ing day – especially if you 
hunt with a bow. Right now 
I’m checking trail cameras, 
hanging tree stands and try-
ing to figure out where the 
deer are likely to be early in 
the season. And it is not al-
ways where one might think.

 I am reminded of an Ala-
bama hunt several years 
ago. I was with a friend on a 
piece of property which was 
owned by a rancher who not 
only raised cattle but man-
aged for quality deer. It re-
ally was a beautiful place 
and just riding around on it 
caused me to get extremely 
excited about the possibili-
ties. That afternoon would be 
our first hunt, so the rancher 
“carried us” (that’s Alabama 
vernacular for drive us) to 
the stands where we would 
hunt. As we passed through 
the pasture he pointed to one 
lone cedar tree about 200 
yards from a wood line and 
said, “Somebody needs to sit 
right there.” My partner and 
I silently wondered where 
exactly he was talking about. 
And then he said, “See that 
blue milk crate? Sit on it and 
lean up against that cedar 
tree.” Now this was not ex-
actly the place where either 
of us imagined we would 
spend our time hunting. Af-
ter all, it didn’t look like or 
feel like it had any possibil-
ity whatsoever of producing 
anything but shade for an af-
ternoon nap. I was expecting 
my tree stand to be labeled 

Lone Wolf or something, 
but this one said Mayfield 
Dairy. After debating on 
which one of us would have 
this honor, my friend drew 
the short straw and jumped 
out of the truck (boy was 
I relieved!). That evening 
he killed a giant 11 pointer. 
Who would’ve ever “thunk” 
it? The moral of the story: It 
is better to take the word of 
the rancher than to go to with 
what feels or looks good. Pe-
riod! I wished we would fo-
cus more on that same truth 
in our experience with God.

Let me ask you something. 
Do you have to feel the pres-
ence of God to know He’s 
there? Or are you satisfied 
with His simple word that 
says, “I will never leave 
you or forsake you?” Do 
you need to see some mani-
festation of His workings to 
believe He is at work? Or 
can you simply believe His 
word when He says, “I am 
working all things for your 
good?” On Sunday morning 
as you sit in church, do you 
base the quality of your ex-
perience on what you may 
have felt or seen? Or do you 
understand that true faith 
simply believes His word, 
sometimes without any 
emotions whatsoever? Your 
answers to these questions 
will expose the depth of your 
faith. Is God’s word good 
enough, or does it need to be 
scotched up with something 
that appeals to the senses. I 
hope you are a man or wom-
an who will simply take God 
at His word and get out of 
the truck even when it seems 
He is placing you on a milk 
crate.
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criminal organization that 
led to 11 indictments for the 
smuggling and trafficking of 
drugs from Mexico.

Fulfilling Its Mission 
to Keep Citizens Safe

It is important to remem-
ber the circumstances under 
which ICE was created in 
2003. Terrorists had attacked 
New York and Washington 
just two years before, and 
our nation needed a better 
way to guard against the en-
try of dangerous individuals 
who want to do us harm.  Fif-
teen years later, our nation is 
safer because of the men and 
women at ICE. 

Challenges to border se-
curity still exist. ICE’s de-
tainment and deportation 
of illegal migrants may get 
the most public attention, 
and Congress should ad-
dress these challenges with 
appropriate reforms. But 
the answer is not to open 
our borders and abdicate 
the government’s respon-
sibility to keep its citizens 
safe.


