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By Tammy Craft
MDA Public Relations

Gov. Phil Bryant and of-
ficials from Hunter Engi-
neering broke ground on 
the company’s expansion in 
Durant.

The project, which was an-
nounced in September, is an 
$8 million corporate invest-
ment and will create 60 jobs.

“Hunter Engineering’s 
ground breaking marks a 
significant milestone as the 
company takes the next step 
in creating new capital in-
vestment and 60 new jobs for 
workers in Holmes County,” 
Gov. Phil Bryant said.

Hunter Engineering is a 
leader in wheel alignment 
and wheel balancing sys-
tems, tire changers, brake 
service equipment, align-
ment lifts and inspection 

Hunter Engineering breaks 
ground on expansion in Durant

lanes. The company’s ex-
pansion includes an addition 
of approximately 85,000 
square feet to accommodate 
increased manufacturing, 
painting and shipping op-
erations. The expansion also 
includes a 500-square-foot 
workforce training area to 
support continuous employ-
ee development.

“Governor Bryant and his 
team have been essential to 
our growth in Mississippi, 
and we are excited about 
this milestone,” said Wayne 
Bowling, plant manager at 
Hunter Engineering’s Durant 
facility. “It is always great to 
host Governor Bryant and 
other special guests onsite 
so that we can show off this 
world class facility and our 
wonderful team here in Du-
rant.”

The Mississippi Develop-
ment Authority is providing 
assistance for the building 
expansion and building im-
provements to the existing 
publicly owned facility. The 
Delta Regional Author-
ity is providing assistance 
to extend water lines, re-
locate city-owned electric 
utility poles and install new 
electrical equipment in the 
Hunter facility. DRA funds 
will cover the cost of new 
transformers, conductors, 
switchboards and distribu-
tion panels to ensure the 
manufacturing plant receives 
safe and reliable power.

“Sixty new career opportu-
nities are closer to becoming 
a reality in Central Missis-
sippi with the groundbreak-
ing of Hunter Engineering’s 
85,000-square-foot expan-

sion in Durant,” said MDA 
Executive Director Glenn 
McCullough, Jr. “We con-
gratulate our partners at 
the Delta Regional Author-
ity and the city of Durant on 
this exciting occasion. Their 
teamwork with MDA was 
key to winning this project.”

“The Delta Regional Au-
thority is proud to make vital 
infrastructure improvements 
that will play a key role in 
helping create new jobs and 
retain existing ones in Du-
rant,” said DRA Chairman 
Chris Caldwell. “DRA’s 
investment in Hunter Engi-
neering’s growth is a prime 
example of how DRA works 
with the state and local part-
ners to create economic de-
velopment in the Delta.”

Hunter Engineering em-
ploys approximately 590 
workers in Mississippi, 192 
of which are in Durant. 

The expansion is slated 
for completion by the end of 
2020.

Pictured above (from left): Sara Doss, Mississippi Development Authority project manager, James Young, president 
of Holmes County Board of Supervisors, Dr. Henry Robinson, mayor of Durant, Chris Caldwell, Delta Regional 
Authority, Glenn McCullough, Jr., MDA executive director, Governor Phil Bryant, Stephen Brauer, Jr., Hunter 
Engineering president, Nick Colarelli, Hunter Engineering COO, Jason White, Mississippi representative/legislator, 
David Jordan, Mississippi senator, Chad McMahan, Mississippi Senator, Bryant Clark, Mississippi Representative, 
and Wayne Bowling, Hunter Engineering plant manager.                                                         (Photo by Matthew Breazeale)

Lexington 
Fall Festival 2018

Pictured at left: Jaylin Williams enjoys her tiger styled 
face paint during Lexington’s Fall Festival that was held 
on Saturday, October 6.                 (Photo submitted)

Pictured above (from left): Mable Rule, Lexington Al-
derman David Rule and Musette Epps enjoy the sights 
and sounds during Lexington’s Fall Festival that was 
held on Saturday, October 6.            (Photo submitted)

Pictured above (from left): Ella Green and Sadie Jordan 
each hold their potted Peace Lily after speaking at the 
Cancer Walk during Lexington’s Fall Festival that was 
held on Saturday, October 6. Both ladies are cancer sur-
vivors. October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

(Photo submitted)


