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Durant Parade 
winners announced

The town of Durant held 
its Christmas parade on Sun-
day, December 1 to ring in 
the holiday season.

Parade organizers an-
nounced the top entrants of 
the parade this week.

Bands: Callaway March-
ing Band, 1st place; Jim Hill 
Marching Band, 2nd  place; 
and Yazoo City High School 
Marching Band, 3rd place.

Cars: Elrod Landfair, 1st 
place; Joey Corbitt, 2nd 
place; and Kalyn Davis, 3rd 
place.

Floats: UMMC, 1st place; 
Excel by 5, 2nd place; and 
Durant Mayor’s Youth 
Council, 3rd place.

Social Clubs: DC Riders, 
1st place; Holmes County 
Divas, 2nd place; and High 
Low Riders, 3rd place.

Dance Teams: Pretty in 
Pink, 1st place; and Leake 
County Dancers, 2nd place.

The Mississippi State De-
partment of Health (MSDH) 
is reporting its first laborato-
ry-confirmed case of influen-
za for the 2018-2019 flu sea-
son. The case was reported 
in an adult.

While flu cases have 
been diagnosed and treated 
by healthcare providers 
throughout the state already 
this season, this is the first 
case confirmed in the MSDH 
Public Health Laboratory, 
detected through the Influen-
za-Like Illness (ILI) Sentinel 
Surveillance System.

Individual flu cases are not 
reported to MSDH, but the 
agency monitors flu activ-
ity through the ILI System, 
made up of healthcare pro-
viders in Mississippi who 
report the percentage of 
patients with flu-like symp-
toms to a statewide database.  
Providers participating in the 
system also submit respira-
tory samples for flu testing to 
the MSDH lab. State health 
officials use this information 
to determine the presence 
and spread of flu throughout 
the state.

“This not only indicates 
that flu is present in the state, 
but it also serves as a re-
minder that now is the time 
to get your flu shot if you 

MSDH: public health lab 
confirms first Flu case 
of 2018-2019 season

haven’t done so already,” 
said MSDH Interim State 
Health Officer Dr. Thomas 
Dobbs. “The flu shot takes 
one to two weeks to pro-
duce immunity, and flu sea-
son usually peaks in January 
through March in Missis-
sippi.”

“Last year an estimated 
80,000 adults nationwide 
died from the flu, with 183 
influenza deaths in children 
– three of which were in 
Mississippi,” said Dr. Dobbs. 
“We know that nationally, 
80 percent of the pediatric 
deaths were in children who 
were not vaccinated against 
the flu. Flu vaccine is the best 
way to protect both children 
and adults from serious com-
plications, hospitalization, 
and in many cases, death.”

Those 18 and under who 
are eligible for the Vaccines 
for Children program can re-
ceive flu vaccination for $10. 
Insurance, Medicaid and 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP) is accepted 
for children’s flu shots.

Only those adults who are 
underinsured or uninsured 
and who meet certain high-
risk criteria qualify for a flu 
vaccine at MSDH county 
health department clinics. 
Flu shots for insured adults 
are now widely available 
through private physicians, 
pharmacies, and retailers.

“Those particularly at 
risk for influenza complica-
tions include young chil-
dren, adults 65 and older, 
pregnant women, and those 
with chronic illnesses. It is 
especially important for per-
sons at high risk and those in 
close contact with them to be 
vaccinated to prevent the se-
vere complications that can 
come with infection,” said 
Dr. Dobbs.

Flu symptoms include 
fever, cough, sore throat, 
muscle and body aches and 
fatigue. Most people recover 

from the flu without compli-
cations, but nationwide there 
are up to 200,000 hospital-
izations from flu each year.

While vaccination is the 
best protection, basic infec-
tion control measures can 
also reduce the spread of flu 
and should be taken whether 
or not individuals are vac-
cinated. These measures in-
clude covering your mouth 
when coughing and sneez-
ing, staying at home when 
you or your children are sick, 
and washing your hands fre-
quently.

To locate a county health 
department clinic in your 
area or for more informa-
tion on flu, visit the MSDH 
website at www.HealthyMS.

com/flu. Follow MSDH by 
email and social media at 
HealthyMS.com/connect.

White-tailed deer are the 
most interesting and sought 
after animals in North Amer-
ica and Mississippi.

Conservation Corner
by James Cummins
Executive Director 

of Wildlife Mississippi

Depending on where you 
are located in the Magnolia 
State, deer usually breed be-
tween December 10 and Feb-

ruary 4. Does normally breed 
only once per year; however, 
they may come into “heat” 
3 to 4 times a year begin-
ning in December and end-
ing in February. The periods 
of “heat” last about 24 to 36 
hours and occur about 28 
days apart. A doe may have 
from 1 to 3 fawns per year, 
depending on her physical 

condition; about half the 
does in Mississippi produce 
2 fawns per year. Does in 
Mississippi do not breed 
until they are 1.5 years old. 
Many people believe that old 
does do not breed but they do 
breed and produce young as 
long as they live.

Bucks do not come in 
“heat,” but rather enter 
“rut.” Rut consists of spar-
ring, spreading of sign (rubs, 
scrapes, etc.), courtship, and 
breeding.

Sparring begins after 
bucks lose their velvet. Most 
bucks are fairly tolerant of 
each other during sparring. 
Sparring serves to establish 
which bucks in an area are 
dominant. Body and antler 
size are good indicators of 
a buck’s social dominance. 
Bucks communicate with 
other deer during rut through 
various visual and scent sig-
nals. “Rubs” are trunks or 
stems of trees or bushes that 
bucks rub bark off with their 
antlers and head. Glands 

in the head leave scent on 
the rub. “Scrapes” consist 
of broken limbs 3 to 6 feet 
above ground, with a small 
depression pawed in the soil 
underneath on which the 
buck urinates. Bucks return 
often to scrapes to freshen 
their scent. A buck often lo-
cates the scent of a doe in 
“heat” near a scrape and will 
follow her with his nose to 
the ground while making a 
grunting sound. Bucks will 
also urinate on their inner 
leg glands to signal other 
deer. Rubs, scrapes, and uri-
nating on the tarsal glands 
all serve to assert a buck’s 
social dominance and to lo-
cate does.

During courtship, bucks 
become loners. Also, during 
courtship, tolerance among 
bucks disappears and fierce 
fights between bucks occur. 
Unless a doe is in “heat,” 
she will run from a buck. Al-
though all bucks court, only 
dominant bucks breed with 
does.

Peak fawning times in 
Mississippi occur between 
June 22 and July 22. Fawns 

remain hidden near their 
birthplace for roughly 2 
weeks, but by the time the
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