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MS Library Commission awards over
$7million in grants to public libraries

At the conclusion of fis-
cal year 2018, the Missis-
sippi Library Commission
(MLC) provided over $7
million in financial as-
sistance to Mississippi’s
53 public library systems
through state and federal
funding.

These funds were ad-
ministered as grants and
statewide services. Of the
total amount provided, the

State of Mississippi was
the source of $6,737,643,
with the balance of the
funding provided by the
federal government under
the “Grants to States” pro-
gram administered by the
Institute of Museum and
Library Services (IMLS).
Funding from the State of
Mississippi provided em-
ployee benefits throughout
the state for library staff

members; these funds also
enabled each of the 53
public library systems to
maintain highly qualified
library professionals. The
MAGNOLIA information
database collection is an
example of statewide ser-
vices provided to public li-
braries through state fund-
ing made available to every
citizen of Mississippi.
With federal funding,

Supplemental Feeding Linked to Disease, Could
Cost Mississippi’s Hunting Industry Millions

This fall, the state Wildlife
Commission cast what could
be a lethal blow for wildlife
and deer hunters in Missis-
sippi. Until October 2018,
hunters had to be at least 100
yards from a supplemental
feeding station before a deer
could be harvested. Effective
October 11th, the Mississip-
pi Commission on Wildlife,
Fisheries, and Parks removed
any distance requirements,
meaning a hunter can legally
hunt and harvest deer within
100 yards of a feeder. This
is not consistent with Mis-
sissippi’s hunting legacy of
fair chase and could cost our
state millions of dollars.

With the discovery of
chronic  wasting  disease
(CWD) in Pontotoc and Is-
saquena Counties, and the
frequency that CWD is now
being discovered in Missis-
sippi, the Mississippi Wild-
life Federation is strongly
urging the Wildlife Commis-
sion to impose a statewide
ban on supplemental feed-
ing of white-tailed deer and
other wildlife.

The Wildlife Commis-
sion’s decision to allow
hunting over supplemental
feed, or more appropriately
put “shooting-over-bait,” for
white-tailed deer is not in the
best interest of the health of
Mississippi’s deer herd, the
ethical sport of deer hunting,
and the Mississippi citizens
who all share in ownership
of Mississippi’s wildlife.

The risks of disease trans-
mission directly from bait is
well-documented. Research
indicates that CWD is trans-
mitted through bodily flu-
ids, but most prominently
saliva. It is ironic that once
CWD was detected in areas
of our state, the Mississippi
Department of  Wildlife,
Fisheries, and Parks banned
supplemental feeding and at-
tractants within the counties
bordering the 25-mile con-
tainment zones, while within
this same year the Wildlife
Commission also approved
hunting directly over supple-
mental feed in areas of the
state that have not discov-
ered CWD yet.

Economic impacts of hunt-
ing in Mississippi are esti-
mated to exceed $2.7 bil-
lion annually, and how we
respond now will strongly
affect the well-being of the

herd and simultaneously the
outdoor industry for Missis-
sippi. Deer processors are
reporting that business is al-
ready on the decline this year
throughout the state. Hunters
are concerned, and we will
lose participation in the sport
if we do not immediately
implement best management
practices to control CWD
and other diseases.

Implementing regulations
that allow the use of supple-
mental feed to attract and
congregate game animals
immediately after the discov-
ery of CWD in Mississippi is
contradictory to the efforts
of our state’s wildlife pro-
fessionals to control disease
and manage wildlife. Missis-
sippi sportsmen and wildlife
enthusiasts must take a firm
stance against supplemental
feeding and hunting game
over bait.

For decades, the Missis-
sippi Wildlife Federation,
along with numerous other
conservation organizations,
have been on record oppos-
ing efforts to allow hunting
over bait, and the Federation
has worked for decades to
prevent this unsportsmanlike
style of hunting in Missis-
sippi.

The

Mississippi ~ Wild-

life Federation’s mission is
to “conserve Mississippi’s
natural resources and protect
our wildlife legacy.” Baiting
is contrary to the spirit of
fair chase; and given that we
now know that CWD is in
our state, this practice jeop-
ardizes the very foundation
of our hunting tradition in
Mississippi. The survival of
our hunting industry depends
upon how the Wildlife Com-
mission chooses to act now.
We implore the Commission
to share the Federation’s
commitment to responsible
deer herd management for
our state, today and for fu-
ture generations of Missis-
sippians.

The Mississippi Wildlife
Federation (MWF) is the
largest network of conserva-
tionists in the state. MWF is
a federation of individuals,
businesses, and member or-
ganizations. MWF and its
members are committed to
natural resource conserva-
tion, to environmental quali-
ty, and to supporting hunting,
fishing and other outdoor
recreation that brings people
together with Mississippi’s
natural heritage. To join,
support or get more informa-
tion go to: www.mswildlife.
org or call (601) 605-1790

Mississippi’s public librar-
ies can apply to MLC for
grants used for a variety
of purposes, such as pur-
chasing new public access
computers, administering
innovative community pro-
gramming, and acquiring
new books for their librar-
ies.

Holmes County librar-
ies are served through the
Mid-Mississippi Regional
Library System which re-
ceives $247,134 in state aid
and $4,860 in federal aid,
according to the Missis-
sippi Library Commission.

Following the tabula-
tion of monies reported
for FY18, MLC Execu-
tive Director Hulen Bivins
noted that, “The Missis-
sippi Library Commission
has worked with the state’s
public libraries to both
strengthen and enhance li-
brary services for the ben-
efit of the state’s citizenry.

This work has provided
homework aid, business
development  assistance,
and a furtherance of knowl-
edge regarding issues in
the fields of finance, law,
and medicine.”  Bivens
added, “The achievements
accomplished are a direct
result of the cooperation
and tremendous work of
the 53 public library sys-
tems in using the funding
made available by MLC in
an efficient, cost-conscious
manner.”

In addition to providing
funding to the state’s li-
braries, MLC offers a wide
variety of services to public
libraries, including year-
long continuing education
opportunities, technology
services and support, com-
puter network support, and
interlibrary loan of materi-
als.

The Mississippi Library
Commission supports in-
novative programs and ini-
tiatives to strengthen and
enhance library services

SIP

=)
@)

P

>
)

e
@)

B

mr>=
N— 0>

—[30—

> OZmwn
mZ<<

—| =il B O G| —

— |0

==

JJ!(DI‘H

mX X

— OMm o2

— SPr>OmEo>»n

m-HcC>»nEEZ 0 - ->» 200

— ZICHmM— D> IPWMZ > r >

—A > OO - mrillZ00

OO0V MIP> I — nElm </ m

DmXIOO>»<Zm >

m|-

nom-EmMm>DII-Emnrir-m-

MMrEEm o> IOEO mM-—>TEEO C

_ HEREER BREEEEH HEER

—<<mMr-flmr—-—smimo>» o>

O—-<>EzZOs>

=P 00O m-
NZ P> mo

oZ/—

Vo> TTEENOOZEIMO>PZEI M
mM—OOMMI>ONEEZ M</> TV I> O

PSP r>EO>—rmMEgomocom

N—-H0MO I nwwnoir-=mm > mX OO0 — A
T ulE]  Eilelle)

—OMDE>-MIOEOMZ— V2> -

2> riOHZDo 00O ZOTIMO ™
—[Zm-0O/ om0 o -4Il<> <
nZmr@loEmA oo mm-olnom-H

Oom/> O

'n'nc—li—IOI

m>O O

- THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2018

PAGE 9

State auditor releases
compliance audit of the
state auditor’s office

Press Release

State Auditor Shad White
announced today the com-
pletion of a compliance audit
of his own office. Mississip-
pi law and auditing experts
from the Auditor’s compli-
ance audit division reviewed
whether employees of the
Office of the State Auditor
were complying with all the
laws that apply to their han-
dling of public money.

“The professionals in our
compliance audit division
had never done a compliance
audit of our own office, and
it had been decades since a
full audit had been done of
the office,” said White. “We
conducted this audit to hold
ourselves to the same stan-
dard we hold everyone else
in state government to. I
pledged when I came into of-
fice that we would audit our-
selves and publish the report,
warts and all, for the voters
to see.”

The audit showed several
minor findings. Specifically,
auditors determined bank ac-
count reconciliations should
be performed earlier and
some forms related to the
operation of state-owned ve-
hicles should be submitted.

Additionally, the audit
found that better records for
procurement card use and

contracted services should
be kept.

“This audit of the auditor’s
office shows that, while the
office has been strong for
some time, there are always
ways to improve in state
government,” said White.

“My team is ready to move
forward with a plan to fix the
issues that this audit raised,”
said White. “This office will
be even more effective after
we implement the needed
changes.” In response to the
findings, the Auditor’s office
will remedy any issues iden-
tified in the audit and bolster
internal controls.

“I want to thank my com-
pliance audit team for their
excellent work here. It’s not
casy asking part of your team
to confront and examine the
practices of the remainder of
your staff. I told them to treat
this as they would treat any
other compliance audit, and
they did just that.”

This compliance audit
comes after a peer review of
the Office of the State Audi-
tor in August.

Peer reviewers from across
the country came to Missis-
sippi, conducted that review,
and issued no findings re-
lated to how the Mississippi
Office of the State Auditor
conducts its audits.

for all Mississippians.

The agency is funded by
the Mississippi Legisla-
ture, with additional fund-
ing provided through the
Institute of Museum and
Library Services under

provisions of the Library
Services and Technology
Act (LSTA), offering lead-
ership in library services,
advocacy, and training for
library professionals and
paraprofessionals.
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Newspaper sponsored shopping survey. No purchase necessary.

Enter to win how, go to:

www.pulsepoll.com
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205 Tchula St.,
(across from Double Quick)

662-834-9045

Payday Loans up to $400.00
Title Loans up to $2,500.00

WE DO 30 DAY LOANS!!I
NO Credit Check

Refer a friend, earn a free $20.00!

Lexington, MS




