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Tawanda Yelverton Lea
Tawanda Yelverton Lea, 86, passed 

away Friday, June 8, 2018, at St. 
Dominic’s Hospital.
Visitation was held from 1 until 2 

p.m. on Monday, June 11, at Morri-
son Heights Baptist Church in Clin-
ton. The funeral was held at 2 p.m.
Mrs. Lea was born in Mize, Mis-

sissippi, to the late Carl Yelverton 
and Daisy Bryant Yelverton. She 
and her husband, Denver, lived in 
Natchez, Mississippi, for thirty-four 
years, where she was bookkeeper 
and part-owner of Medical Arts 
and Morgantown Pharmacies. In 
1994, she and her husband moved to  
Clinton, Mississippi. 
“T”, as friends called her, enjoyed 

being involved in her church, fishing 
with her husband, traveling, reading, 
watching football - especially her 
beloved Ole Miss Rebels – and play-
ing Mexican Train dominoes weekly 
with her friends. She was a loving, 
caring lady who put others before 
herself, especially her family, and 

she was a wonderful cook and tell-
er of family tales. She touched and 
impacted many lives and has left a 
legacy of love and faith.
She is preceded in death by her par-

ents; husband, Denver Luke Lea, 
Jr.; her sister, Cleda Yelverton Ma-
gee of Magee, Mississippi; and an 
infant grandson. Survivors include 
her son, Clarence Wilton (Beth) of 
Fort Worth, Texas; daughter, Barbara 
Jean Lea (Bill) Campbell of Clinton; 
foster son, Alyson (Ruty) Coyle of 
Piedmont, Oklahoma; and stepson, 
Dan Lea; a brother, Dale Yelverton, 
of Magee; thirteen grandchildren; 
fourteen great-grandchildren with 
number fifteen due in July and her 
“boys,” Bob and Richard Catlett of 
Clinton.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests 

gifts be made to Morrison Heights 
Baptist Church Special Needs 
Class 8211 or Morrison Heights  
Missions Fund.
Sebrell Funeral Home of Ridgeland 

handled the arrangements.

Special to The Clinton Courier

A reception celebrating the com-
pletion of the Jean Matthews Me-
morial Garden has been set for 
Saturday, June 30, between the 
hours of 12:30 and 2 p.m. at Clin-
ton’s Quisenberry Library on 
Northside Drive. 
A community activist and long-

time Clinton library supporter, 
Matthews, who died August 22, 
2017, had served as president of 
the Friends of the Library and in 
many other leadership capacities 
for the organization over the years. 
The Jean Matthews Garden was 

Jean Matthews Memorial Garden 
completed at Quisenberry Library

made possible through her family’s 
honoring her request that memorial 
donations be made to the Friends of 
the Library. 
Persons who contributed time, ef-

forts or funds to the special project 
will be recognized at the reception 
by Wayne Richey, Friends treasurer. 
The garden is located near the 

north entrance of the library and in-
cludes a memorial bench, urn and 
in-ground garden.
Committee members for the special 

Friends project include chairperson 
Sally Henderson, Helen Black-
well, Jean Jeff, Grace Triplett and  
Mary Wilson.


