
might occur in a rodeo ring,
Suchanek managed to steer
the motorcycle on only its
front wheel for 352 feet, a dis-
tance well beyond the length
of a football field–or a typical
rodeo ring, for that matter.

With documentation by
four witnesses and three cam-
eras, the lengthy ride should
be long enough to return
Suchanek to the Guinness
Book of World Records, based
in London.

“The record would be nice,
but what really interests me is
figuring out how to set up the
bike to accomplish something
like this,” he said.

The adjustments he has
made are numerous and ongo-
ing, some performed at his
business in Edgerton, others
executed on the fly while on
the ice.  Among the most visi-
ble of the adjustments,
Suchanek attached dozens of
shiny spiked studs onto the
front and rear wheels of the
motorcycle in order to achieve
a measure of traction and
steering control.

“It’s important to position
the studs evenly,” he ex-
plained.  “Placed just a frac-
tion of an inch unevenly and
the bike will want to travel off
course, and when I’m moving
that fast, off course occurs
quickly.”

Suchanek’s pursuit of this
distance record arose after he
ended his ongoing quest for
another record on ice, one in-
volving speed–throttling his
motorcycle as fast as possible,
all the while lifting the front
wheel off of the ground and
using only the rear wheel. An

“ice wheelie” is what he called
it.

He first set a Guinness
World Record in this event
back in February 2011, when
he accelerated his motorcycle
to 95 miles an hour, also on
Lake Koshkonong.  A year
later, he broke his own record
by ratcheting up the speed to
108.5 miles an hour, and, again,
a year after that, when he
reached 109.5 miles an hour.

The following year, a cy-
clist from Sweden, Robin
Gull, seized the top spot when
he set an ice speed record of
114 miles an hour.  But a year
later, Suchanek regained the
top rank when he nudged his
motorcycle to up to 117.5
miles an hour.

About that time, Suchanek
began thinking he would call
it quits in that event if it was
simply going to be a case in
which he and the Swede
traded the record between
them at ever-higher speeds.

“It was just getting too
fast,” said this cyclist who
knows something about “too
fast.”  Just a decade ago, he
lost his left leg below the knee
when he collided with a car
while riding his motorcycle in
Milton.

“Wheelies are an accelera-
tion application, but stoppies
are the exact opposite, a brak-
ing operation,” he said.
“Speed matters less; it’s more
a matter of balance and steer-
ing.

“I’m still on the ice, but it’s
safer, and it lets me focus on
the technical things, the parts
of the process that really inter-
est me.”
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By Kenneth R. Jones
Special to the Reporter

Rock County Sheriff’s Office
On Jan. 29,  at 9:42 p.m.,

deputies from the Rock County
Sheriff’s Office responded to
an alarm at the Armageddon
Gun Shop at 2144 W Highway
14, in Janesville Township.
Upon arrival, deputies con-
firmed entry was made into the
gun shop.
Dane County Sheriff’s Office

Vehicle Thefts–Feb. 7–Over
the past three weeks, Dane
County Sheriff’s deputies have
responded to 18 reports of
thefts from vehicles in the Vil-
lages of Deerfield and Cam-
bridge and the Town of Albion.

Injury Crash–Wednesday,
Feb. 7, at approximately 1:41
p.m. Dane County Sheriff’s
Office deputies, along with
units from Deforest EMS and
med flight responded to STH
113 at CTH V in the Town of
Vienna for a report of an injury
accident.

The preliminary investiga-
tion indicates that a vehicle
was eastbound on STH 113
when it crashed into a vehicle
driven by a 78-year-old female
attempting to turn onto STH
113 from CTH V. The male
driver of the vehicle traveling
eastbound on STH 113, age 52,
along with his female passen-
ger, age 45, was transported to
UW Hospital with serious but
non-lifethreatening injuries.
The 78-year-old female of the
at-fault vehicle was also trans-
ported to UW Hospital via med
flight with serious but non-life-
threatening injuries. She will
be cited for failure to yield the
right of way.

Charges are pending against
the male driver, Kenneth J.
Moen, age 52 of Madison, for
5th offense OWI causing in-
jury. Both lanes of STH 113 at
CTH V were closed for ap-
proximately 3.5 hours while
deputies, along with a crash re-
constructionist, investigated
the crash.

Fatality–On Thursday Feb.
8,  at approximately 12:20
a.m., Dane County Sheriff’s
Office deputies, along with
Mount Horeb Police and
Mount Horeb Fire and EMS,
responded to USH 151 east of
Cave of the Mounds Road in
the Town of Blue Mounds for
a single vehicle versus pedes-
trian crash. The crash resulted
in both southbound lanes of
USH 151 being shut down for
approximately 5.5 hours be-
tween Erbe Rd and USH 78.
The preliminary investigation
indicates a 34-year-old male
from Dubuque, Iowa, was op-
erating a 2010 Honda Accord
southbound on USH 151 when
he struck a pedestrian who was
walking on USH 151. The 30-
year-old female pedestrian was
pronounced deceased at the
scene. The driver of  the in-
volved vehicle was coopera-
tive with the investigation and
there are no charges at this
time.

The name of the deceased
will be released by the Dane
County Medical Examiner’s
Office pending family notifica-
tion. The crash investigation is
ongoing. The Dane County
Sheriff’s Office is interested in
speaking with anyone who
might have witnessed the crash
or was in the area at the time of
the crash. Anyone with infor-
mation can contact the Dane
County Communications Cen-
ter non-emergency line at 608-
225-2345, or the Dane County
Sheriff’s Office Tip Line at
608-284-6900.

Fatality (Update)–Feb. 9,–
The name of the driver in-
volved in Thursday’s pedes-
trian fatality crash is Jamie L.
Winger, age 34, of Dubuque,
Iowa. In a media release earlier
today, the Dane County Med-
ical Examiner’s Office identi-
fied the deceased as Chelsea
Lynn Oakley, age 30, of
Anamosa, Iowa.

Despite the fact that they
are both from Iowa, there is no
relationship between the two

and they were not traveling to-
gether. The investigation into
the circumstances of the crash
remains ongoing. Anyone who
may have witnessed the crash,
or circumstances leading up to
it, is asked to call the Dane
County Tip Line at 608-284-
6900.

EMS Response–Feb 8,–At
approximately 1:15 p.m., Dane
County Sheriff’s deputies,
courthouse weapons screeners,
and Madison Fire and EMS re-
sponded to the first floor of the
Dane County Courthouse
when a 68-year-old man expe-
rienced a medical emergency
and collapsed.

Deputies and weapons
screeners immediately per-
formed CPR on Mr. Steven J.
Robinson. An AED was also
utilized, and after several se-
ries of CPR, Mr. Robinson re-
gained consciousness and was
transported by EMS to a local
hospital.

Narcan Save–On Thursday,
Feb. 8, at 8:03 p.m., Dane
County Deputies noticed an in-
mate was turning blue and was
unresponsive on his bunk.
Deputies and jail medical staff
successfully initiated CPR, ad-
ministered five doses of Nar-
can, and the inmate regained a
pulse.

The inmate, a 29-year-old
man from Madison, was
booked into the Public Safety
Building jail on Feb. 6. He was
conveyed by personnel from
the Madison Fire Department
to an area hospital where he is
undergoing medical evalua-
tion.

OWI 6th–At 10:30 p.m., on
Saturday, Feb. 10, a Dane
County Deputy Sheriff ar-
rested Christopher Stewart,
age 49, of Madison, for sixth
offense operating a motor ve-
hicle while intoxicated. The
vehicle was stopped for 71
mph in the 55 mph zone on the
USH 12 beltline near Rimrock
Road. Mr. Stewart was trans-
ported to the Dane County jail
where he provided a breath

sample of .18 BrAC.
He was booked into the

Dane County jail on the Felony
OWI charge and a probation
hold. He was also cited for op-
erating after revocation, speed-
ing, failure to have an ignition
interlock device, no insurance,
and operating with a prohibited
alcohol concentration.

Verona Crash–Feb. 12,–
Dane County Sheriff’s Office
deputies, along with officers
from Verona, Fitchburg, and
the Wisconsin State Patrol, are
investigating a large crash on
US Highway 18/151 east-
bound just east of State High-
way 69 in the Town of Verona.
This motor vehicle accident
had as many as 20 vehicles in-
volved. Poor visibility due to
heavy patches of fog is be-
lieved to be a contributing fac-
tor.

Uninjured occupants and
motorists from the immediate
crash scene were transported to
the Verona Fire Department.
Concerned family members re-
ported to the Verona Fire De-
partment to make contact with
their loved ones.

Verona Crash (Updated)–
Feb. 12, 2018 – The count of
vehicles involved in the crash
on US Highway 18/151 in the
town of Verona is now up to
29. There is one confirmed fa-
tality, a 53-year-old female.
Six others were transported to
local hospitals, one was taken
by med flight to UW Hospital,
and five others were taken by
ambulance.

Anyone who may have wit-
nessed the crash is asked to
call the Dane County Sheriff’s
Office Tip Line at 608-284-
6900. 

Jefferson County 
Sheriff’s Office
Huber Walkaway–Kyle T.

Nielsen did not return to the
Jefferson County Jail as sched-
uled on Feb. 10. If you have
any information on his where-
abouts, please contact the Jef-
ferson County Sheriff’s Office
at 920-674-7311.

By Kenneth R. Jones
Special to the Reporter

On Feb. 10 at about 6:39
p.m., a 14-year-old boy was
killed while operating a snow-
mobile in the Township of
Sumner. The accident happened
near CTH A/Advent Rd. when
the 14-year-old failed to nego-
tiate a curve and went off the
trail. Other riders, as well as
other citizens passing by, at-
tempted life-saving measures
until emer-
gency personnel arrived on
scene. The efforts to save the
boy’s life were unsuccessful.

The boy was identified as
John Jaeckel from Fort Atkin-
son. He was pronounced dead
at the scene after hitting a
barbed wire fence. Jaeckel was
operating the snowmobile on
designated Jefferson County
trails with two friends who
were able to complete the turn.

Med Flight was dispatched,
but later cancelled while it was
still en route to the scene.

During the incident the Jef-
ferson Fire Dept. was stationed
in Fort Atkinson to provide
coverage for additional emer-
gencies.

The Edgerton Fire Dept. had
an ATV which was also re-
quested to provide additional
assistance with transportation
to the scene of the crash, how-
ever, it was also cancelled.

The high school was opened
Sunday night to provide assis-
tance for those who needed it.
Teachers and counselors were
available to students. More than
50 students attended.

Shortly after this incident,
another snowmobile accident
occurred near the Groeller Rd.
boat launch in the Town of
Koshkonong. In this incident a
17-year-old girl flipped her
snowmobile.

Jefferson EMS was dis-
patched to the scene to assist
with the second accident. Her
injuries were treated, and she
was transported to Fort Memo-
rial Hospital.

Sheriff’s office reports from area countiesFort Atkinson teen killed
in snowmobile accident

Record-setting motorcyclist Ryan Suchanek. 
Photo by Mike Nightengale


