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STERLING NORTH'S
BOYHOOD HOME
% | In_this home in 1918, 1l-year-~old

Sterling North lived wit)
“ringtailed wonder"h i
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The Ogawa family: Kyoko, Tomohisa and Keisuke.

(Photo by Betty Leonard)

Japanese ‘Rascal’ fans visit

Submitted by Betty Leonard
Reprinted from Aug. 30,
2017, Edgerton Reporter

On July 31, the Ster-
ling North Society re-
ceived an email from
Keisuke Ogawa, asking if
it would be possible for his
family to visit the Sterling
North home on Wednes-
day, Aug. 23. ltisn’t un-
usual to get emall
requests to see the house
at various times, but what
was unusual was that this
family was coming from
Japan and they had only
two destinations. First,
they were going to Mis-
souri to watch the solar
eclipse and then they
wanted to come and visit
Edgerton to see the Ster-
ling North home. Keisuke
and his wife Kyoko have
fond memories of watch-
ing the Rascal cartoon
when they were children.
When asked what some
of his favorite parts of the
book were, Keisuke said
that he remembered Ras-
cal with the sugar cubes
and the part in the story
about the lIrish picnic at
Racetrack Park. Their 5
year-old son, Tomohisa,
watches the cartoon al-
most every day on video.

The family was met at
the house by Betty
Leonard, a member of the
Sterling North board and
Mika Conway, who served
as the translator. After
touring the house, ringing
the bell in the Methodist
Church belfry, walking to
the library and Child High
School, everyone went
back to the house for
blueberry pie, which To-

mohisa loved! They en-
joyed another one of
Sterling and Rascal’s fa-
vorites — strawberry
soda. The family was pre-
sented with a gift bag of
things from the gift shop
for them to take home and
remember their visit to
Edgerton. The tour then
continued with a stop in
Central Park to see Saun-
der’'s Creek and then
they went to Racetrack
Park. Stopping at the
cemetery, they were able
to see where Sterling’s
parents were buried.
Then it was on to Indian-
ford where they saw peo-
ple fishing near the
Indianford Dam, a favorite
area for Sterling and Ras-
cal. The last stop was in
Busseyville to see the
home, with a gorgeous
view of Lake Koshko-
nong, where Sterling was
born. The tour lasted four
hours and by that time it
was 5 p.m., so they got to
see the television inter-
view that had taken place
when they first arrived at
the house. All of them
seemed to enjoy seeing
themselves on television
and Keisuke taped it on
his phone so they could
show it to family and
friends in Japan.

The Sterling North
home is a treasure in our
community and it gives
members of the society
great pleasure to know
that people all over the
world continue to have an
interest in visiting the area
where Sterling and Ras-
cal shared so many ad-
ventures in a bygone era,
a better era.
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The historic Sterling North Home

Partial reprint of story by the late Mark Scarborough, for-
mer reporter for the Edgerton Reporter

Acclaimed author Sterling North’s writing career
started in Edgerton, with his first published poem
likely composed shortly before his family moved to
their 409 W. Rollin St. home.

Now known as the Sterling North Childhood
Home Museum & Literary Center, the Queen Anne-
style building is maintained and operated by the
Sterling North Society.

Open Sundays 1-4 p.m. from April through De-
cember and by appointment, the museum is fur-
nished so today’s visitors can pretend the North
family has just left for a 1917 picnic at Richardson’s
Grove at Newville.

Every stick of furniture, every accessory, is “to
period,” down to the Willson’s Monarch flavorings in
the kitchen and the early 20th Century toys casu-
ally tossed around Sterling’s second-floor bed-
room.

North’s children, David and Arielle, always re-
member their father busy at his desk and type-
writer. Both the desk and the typewriter are now on
display on the second floor of the Sterling North
Museum here. There are also copies there of many
of North’s books, as well as posters promoting the
Walt Disney films made from North’s two best-
sellers, “So Dear to My Heart” and “Rascal.”

For more information on the Sterling North So-
ciety and the Sterling North Childhood Home Mu-
seum & Literary Center, where a gift shop is also
located, visit www.sterlingnorthsociety.com or
www.facebook.com/SterlingNorth, call 608-884-
3731 or email sterlingnorthsociety@gmail.com.

PAG o

EDGERTON
PERFORMING
ARTS CENTER

The V;{or’rmcmn

/| s I x|

10.20.18
7:30 PM

nig G
7:30 PM

ANGEL
OF MUSIC

2219  Q
7:30 PM

Ticket Series - $80

Series tickets include one ticket to each
of the four concerts. Purchase series tickets

before September 3, 2018 for $80.
Series tickets purchased after September 3, 2018
are $90.

Tickets on sale for $30 each starting August 1, 2018
Call 608-561-6093 or order by mail at:

Edgerton School District - Attn: WEpac Tickets

200 Elm High Dr., Edgerton, WI 53534

All performances are partially funded by the Wartmann Endowment for the Performing Arts Center



