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Norwegian heritage shines at Livsreise

Submitted by the Norwegian
Heritage Center (Livsreise)

In 2011 the board of
trustees of the Edwin E.
and Janet L. Bryant Foun-
dation, Inc. conceived the
idea of a Norwegian Her-
itage Center. lts purpose
would be to create a
meaningful experience for
Stoughton, Wis., resi-
dents and others to learn
about Norwegian cultural
heritage.

The name chosen for
the facility was Livsreise.
Approximately three and
one-half years later the
facility was completed
and opened to the public
in time for Stoughton’s
annual Syttende Mai Cel-
ebration in May of 2015.

The Bryant Founda-
tion’s founder and bene-
factor was Janet L.
Bryant, widow of Edwin E.
Bryant. Mr. Bryant was
one of three founders of
the Nelson Muffler Corpo-
ration, a corporation es-
tablished in 1939 that later
became known as Nelson
Industries, Inc. Mrs. Bryant
formed the foundation to
honor her late husband
and show her love for, and
support of, the Stoughton
community.

Livsreise (Lifs - rye -
sa) means “Life’'s Jour-
ney.” It is a generational
journey, encompassing
not only the physical jour-
ney Norwegian emigrants
traveled, but also the con-
tinuing journey as gener-
ations embrace their

Norwegian heritage in
Stoughton, Wisconsin and

GUEST COTTAGES ON LAKE KEGONSA

* 6 clean & modern lake cottages
1-3 bedrooms on 3,000 acre
Lake Kegonsa
* 15 minutes to downtown Madison
* 20 minutes to Madison airport

rentals & supplies

* Piers to dock your boat

* Great for visiting family and
wedding guests

* Pontoon, fishing and kayak boat

* 5 minutes to historic Stoughton

* Fully furnished cottage includes
WI-FI, cable TV, AC, deck,
Weber grill, washer/dryer in
larger units

www.crownpointresort.com 608-873-7833 crownpointresort@aol.com

Friday Night - Meat raffle at 5 p.m.
Fish fry with salad bar from 4-8 p.m.

Dance Hall Available to Rent

608-873-9042

VFW

CHARTERED JAN. 20TH, 1920
WISCONSIN’S MOTHER POST

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Daily Noon Luncheon Specials from 11:30-1:00

Thursday Night - Bingo (6 p.m. pkts. go on sale)
With progressive jackpot (starts at 7 p.m.)

200 Veterans Road, Stoughton
Like us on Facebook ¢ https://stoughtonvfw.org
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There is plenty to see, learn and enjoy in the beautiful, handicap accessible
Livsreise facility. (Photo courtesy of Livsreise)

across the nation.

The mission of Livs-
reise is to create an expe-
rience that allows visitors
to explore Stoughton’s
Norwegian identity and
relate this to the culture
that Stoughton and the
surrounding area has
long embraced.

A visit to Livsreise in-
cludes interpretations of
the journey from Norway
from the period of about
1825 to 1910 and fea-
tures the cultural heritage
brought to Stoughton.
Stories of individual immi-
grants are also shared.
Visitors can immerse
themselves in the stories
of immigrants’ personal
journeys by turning the

pages of digital volumes,
compiled from firsthand
accounts, letters and fam-
ily interviews.

Livsreise guests can
explore the cultural roots of
Norwegian-American her-
itage from performing arts
and traditional customs to
industrial entrepreneurs
and the Norwegian lan-
guage. They can also dis-
cover daily immigrant life
within these interactive
kiosks. Browsing through
the culture and history of
Norway shows the influ-
ence on today’s Norwe-
gian-Americans.

Visitors can experi-
ence the journey that the
early immigrants made
by choosing a vocation,

packing a trunk, and
buying a ticket to Amer-
ica by selecting items on
the interactive table.
This experience allows
the visitor to encounter
the landscape and his-
tory of Norway as he/she
prepares for the journey
across the Atlantic to
embrace a new life in
America.

Also featured are
changing exhibits and dis-
plays highlighting Norwe-
gian heritage and arts
organizations that cur-
rently includes a traveling
exhibit from Vesterheim
Norwegian-American Mu-
seum located in Decorah,

Continued on page 101

Nordic Nook

Scandinavian Gifts and Apparel

176 W. Main St., Stoughton, WI
Phone: 1-608-877-0848

www.nordic-nook.com
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FESTIVAL

Home
of the
Coffee
Break

COFFEE
BREAK

Stoughton
Wisconsin

Stdiichton

Sat, August 18

Mandt Park

9am-3pm

Coffee Brew-Off

(Sample coffee from
different brewers)

Car/Motorcycle Show
Arts & Crafts Fair
Food * Beer * Music
Family Entertainment

Chamber

N

Stoughtonwi.com/coffeebreak




