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Janesville’s Rock Aqua Jays defy grawty w1th gusto

By Jason Francis
Special to the Lakes Edition

For many decades,
the Rock Aqua Jays have
been defying gravity with
gusto.

And just like the up-
permost performer in the
ski team’s famous pyra-
mids, they have reached
the pinnacle of their sport.

The Aqua Jays are
considered the most suc-
cessful water ski show
team in the world, and the
evidence for that is con-
vincing. During its 57-year
history, the team has
notched more than 60
total tournament victories,
including 19 U.S. National
Championships since
1975. More than 100,000
people attend the team’s
shows, special events and
tournaments each year.

The award-winning,
record-breaking, world-
renowned ski team typi-
cally performs twice a
week during the summer
on the Rock River in the
beautiful  setting  of
Traxler Park (600 N.
Main St.) in Janesville.
The talented skiers of all
ages present theatrically-
themed performances

featuring gravity-defying
pyramids, wakeboarding,
ballet moves, jumps and

barefoot skiing.

The first show of the
club’s 2018 season is
scheduled for Sunday,
May 27, at 7 p.m.

Barring  occasional
tournament obligations
and other special events,
Aqua Jays performances
run every Sunday and
Wednesday evening
from  Memorial Day
weekend through Labor
Day weekend.

Shows typically start at
7 p.m. through mid-Au-
gust, and 6:30 p.m. the
rest of August and early
September. There will also
be a special 4th of July “In-
dependence Day on the
Rock” show at 7 p.m.

Admission is free to
the 70-minute ski shows,
which include 10-minute
intermissions. Donations
are appreciated.

Adding to the fun and
providing variety each
year are the Aqua Jays’
annual show themes.
Past themes have in-
cluded “FantaSki Island,”
“New Kids on the Dock,”
“Ski-Haw,” “Skifeld,” “Hat-
fields & McCoys,” and
“Mission Ski-Possible.”

On the world stage

The Aqua Jays not
only wow the locals and
area tourists at home, but

The Rock Agua Jays have been an anchor for fun
and economic impact in Janesville’s Traxler Park
for decades. More than 100,000 people attend the
team’s shows, special events and tournaments
each year, resulting in a biennial economic impact
of more than $5 million, according to the team’s

website. (File photo)
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they have taken their wa-
tery stage around the
world, with record-break-
ing results. In September
of 2012, a team of 32 ski-
happy Jays—along with
two Rockford Ski Broncs,
two Muskego Water Bug
Warriors, and 12 mem-
bers of the Chinese Water
Ski Team—established a
new, Guinness-verified
world record for a human
pyramid while performing
in the city of Linyi in the
province of Shandong in
the People’s Republic of
China on Sept. 23 of
2013.

The talented daredevil
skiers completed a
quadruple, 4-tier human
pyramid. An amazing 48
people stacked and
girded themselves during
the breathtaking stunt.

Members of the Aqua
Jays have also helped
bring a national team of
All-Star skiers to promi-
nence on the world stage.
In 2012, the Aqua Jays
hosted the first-ever
World Show Ski Tourna-
ment. Eight active Rock
Aqua Jays were selected
to perform on the 35-per-
son U.S. Water Ski Show
team. Team USA didn’t
disappoint by taking first
place in the tournament.
With the help of several
Aqua Jays, the USA team
has continued (in 2014
and 2016) to capture top
honors at the biennial
world tournament.

With the help of five
Aqua Jays, the USA team
will be skiing for a four-
peat in September in On-
tario, Canada, during the
2018 USA Water Ski
Show Team at the fourth
International Waterski &
Wakeboard Federation
Show Ski World Champi-
onships.

Four Aqua Jay skiers
have been named to the
team, including Madi
Hagemann, David Rezin,
Aragorn  Luiting and
Cathy Luiting. Gerry Luit-
ing, also a member of the
Aqua Jays, will serve as a
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The Rock Aqua Jays, the most successful water ski team in the world, typically
performs on the Rock River in Janesville’s Traxler Park twice a week each

summer. (File photo)

show director.

Also of note this year,
the Aqua Jays will be
hosting in Traxler Park
both the Mercury Open
Tournament (June 23)
and the Division | Na-
tional Tournament (Aug.
10-12).

Filling the trophy case
In 2018, the Aqua Jays
hope to add to their im-
pressive trophy collection.
By winning the Mercury
Marine Open, Wisconsin
State and national tourna-
ments in the same year,
the club has scored major

The STREAM & LAKE MAP OF
WISCONSIN resembles another map-
-known to Pennsylvania anglers as
the “Lost Stream Map.”

It was completed in 1965 after
a 30 year effort by Howard Higbee,
a former Penn State Professor.

Professor Higbee painstakingly
plotted by hand, the location of
45,000 miles of streams onto the
map. It sold extremely well - until
the printer declared bankruptcy and
hauled Higbee’s work to the landfill.

But reprints were impossible
because the maps were printed in
non-photographic blue. Higbee was
even offered $400 for one of his last
maps. And state agencies were
forced to keep their copies under
lock and key.

Then, at the age of 91, Howard
Higbee’s dream came true.
Computers made it possible to
reprint the map.

Then the STREAM & LAKE MAP
OF WISCONSIN was created.

SHIPPING INCLUDED
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tournament “Triple Crowns”
eleven times: in 1981,
1985, 1987, 1988, 1993,
1999, 2003, 2005, 2011,
2013 and 2014.

The Aqua Jays have
won the national tourna-
ment 19 times and placed
second nearly as many
times. They have won the
state competition 17
times (including last
year), the Mercury Open
17 times (including last
year) and the Lamb’s
Farm Invitational (a tour-
nament that was discon-
tinued in 2000) 11 times.

Founded in 1961, the

30,000 miles of streams plus lakes.

For a limited time -- get 3 bonuses with each map

GUIDEBOOQK: Pinpoint the best fishing in Ml and WI with
this valuable guide. Easily locate over 5,000 streams and
lakes shown on the Stream & Lake Map. Your map and
guidebook will take you to the top 443 select fishing waters-
select waters for 14 species of gamefish.

Stream & Lake
Map of

2 Wisconsin, Michigan,

& Ilinois

Why every angler and boater needs this map

Professor Higbee's® Stream & Lake Map of Wisconsin is the first and only
highly detailed map of its kind. The 4-foot-by-4-foot Wisconsin map Shows

Rock Aqua Jays Water Ski
Club, Inc., is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit  organization,
funded solely through do-
nations, fundraising, and
sponsorships. Its mem-
bers are volunteers and
actually pay dues to be-
long to the organization.
Including active, social
and honory members,
more than 175 people are
part of the Aqua Jays or-
ganization.

For much more infor-
mation on the Aqua Jays,
including a full, up-to-date
schedule, visit www.rock
aquajays.org.
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REPORT: Finding Secret Fishing Spots
47 tips, tactics and tools you can use to find your own

secret spot and catch more fish.

REPORT: How Anglers Stalk and Catch Record Fish
The average big fish has evaded capture for over 10 years.
Find out which instincts set them apart from smaller fish.
Stalking and catching a trophy requires knowledge of their
unique habits and those special times when their guard is
down. Armed with the information in this new and exclusive
24-page report--you could be in for the fight of your life.

REVIEWS

“I have one of the original Higbee’s Stream

“Itis in showing where to find Map of Pennsylvania on my wall behind my|

out-of-the-way trout streams
that makes the map such a
treasure to the fisherman.”

desk. It's the best thing available as far as
streams are concerned. | use it all the time]
for reference. | don’t know of anything more

—dJoe Gordon, extensive and it is the most accurate map ouf
TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT, there as far as streams are concerned.”
Johnstown, PA —Dave Wolf, PA Fish and Boat Commission

LIMITED TIME OFFER -- 3 BONUSES WITH EACH MAP
SHIPPING INCLUDED -- ORDER TODAY!

Available rolled or folded. ALSO AVAILABLE in heavy gauge LIFETIME GUARANTEED, glass-like
clear-lamination, write-on wipe-off surface, with brass eyelets for easy hanging.

Stream & Lake Map ROLLED FOLDED LAMINATED
M 4FTby 4 FTPLUS #1,2,3 _ $30.95 _ $30.95 _ $50.95
Wi AFTby4FTPLUS #1,2,3 _$30.95 _ $30.95 _ $50.95
IL  25FTby45FTPWUS#1,23 _$30.95 _ $30.95 _ $50.95

EACH ROLLED AND LAMINATED MAP SHIPPED IN A STURDY STORAGE TUBE

State Zip

STREAM MAPS
Edgerton Reporter
21 North Henry, Edgerton, W1 53534

Questions?

Call Diane at 608-884-3367 or e-mail

her at publisher@edgertonreporter.com Grafrasor Highoos®




