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This collage of images and corresponding text
(sometimes edited) from Fort Atkinson’s past are from
the book, “Then & Now: Fort Atkinson,” by the Fort
Atkinson Area Chamber of Commerce. These photos
represent but a small sampling of the offerings of the
book, which also features current pictures of the his-
toric sites to provide striking juxtaposition. The book
is part of Arcadia Publishing’s “Then & Now” series.
Visit www.arcadiapublishing.com for more information.

1. In 1921, Rex Knoepfel opened the first off-the-
street gas station in Fort Atkinson and operated it for
50 years.

2. In 1838, Milo and Sally Jones moved to Fort

Atkinson, carrying with them her own pork sausage
recipe. Dairy farming was among the family’s first
business enterprises, thus the origin of the now-fa-
mous company’s name, Jones Dairy.

3. This water tower was constructed in 1901.
4. Nasco, which now offers 20 different catalogs

of products, was founded in 1941. The original busi-
ness was located along the Rock River.

5. In 1953, the Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Com-
pany, often referred to as the local A&P, opened its
doors in downtown Fort Atkinson.

6. The Whitney farm, shown here long ago, is lo-
cated three miles up the east bank of the Rock River.
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