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Toy Train Barn shares Guthrie’s love of hobby
Adapted from submission
by Toy Train Barn

A former train engineer
has turned the barn on his
family farm – which used
to house cows – into a toy
train wonderland.

Buck Guthrie spent 26
years as a railroad engi-
neer. He credits a child-
hood trip to a train
museum for his life-long
love of trains.

A lifetime collecting
model train bits and
pieces has culminated in
a toy train museum that
inspires dreams whether
you’re young or just
young at heart.

Located in Argyle,
Wis., the Toy Train Barn is
a world of wonder with full
displays and dioramas to

explore and enjoy.
Operating display lay-

outs range from tiny Z
scale to G scale along
with tin plate and depres-
sion-era toy trains. 

The largest layout is
the American Flyer S
gauge collection. The lay-
out features numerous
animated action scenes
many created from
Guthrie’s ingenuity with
electronics and creative
imagination. There is also
a large collection of pho-
tos and railroad memora-
bilia from his career as an
engineer and conductor.

Outside the barn is a
12" gauge railroad that
visitors are able to ride.
Known as the Argyle &
Eastern Railroad, this lay-
out is built on 18 scenic,
hilly acres (near the high-
est point in Green County)
that include natural
springs and a creek. The
Argyle & Eastern Railroad
features a turntable, water
tower and depots. There
are many curves and tres-
tles, semaphore signals,
wig-wags, etc.

You’ll constantly find
new and interesting
things among the toy
trains, as Guthrie is a tin-
kerer who is constantly
stealing bits of other elec-
tronics to enhance and
improve the set-up.

Young and old alike
will be fascinated by all
the intricate details and
history contained in this
toy train barn.

Though the Toy Train
Barn is clearly a labor of
love for the Guthries, it is
also an important bit of
history that not many peo-

ple get a chance to learn
about.

The Toy Train Barn
may be just a small part of
the history of trains in the
U.S., but it is the Guthries'
part and they love to
share it.

Located 7.5 miles west
of Monroe at W9141 Hwy.
81, the toy train barn is
open daily from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Visit www.whrc-
wi.org/trainbarn/ or call
608-966-1464 for more
information.

JOIN US FOR

SUMMER FUN!

Highway 59 and County Road N

MILTON, WIS.
(608) 868-7884

Open every day
at 10 a.m.

“Come as
a stranger,
leave as
a friend!”

Witness competitive sand volleyball leagues!

Legendary Burgers & Sandwiches
Wings, Gourmet Pizza (all varieties)

Subs & Soup

Buckets • NASCAR & Games

Safe Ride 
Program

available till bar time
We are Proud Members 

of the Wisconsin 
Tavern League!

Happy Hour: Mon. Open til 6 p.m., Tues. thru Fri. 3 to 6 p.m.

Bucket Specials during 
WI sporting Events

Great Bar Food and 
Gourmet Parlor Pizzas

Competitive Sand Volleyball Leagues!

3538 E. County Rd N 

Happy Hour: Monday thru Friday 3 to 6 p.m.

Section 2
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Milton Hot Spots & Happenings.......42
Mural project in the works...............43
Fishing on Storrs Lake....................43
On track at Toy Train Barn...............44
Celebrate ‘80s music at festival......45
Visit Main Hall museum...................45
Milton House’s incredible story.......46
Beautiful Rotary Gardens.................51
Aqua Jays amaze.............................52
Green County history in pictures....53
RCHS highlights Lincoln, pottery....54
Rock County Jet Ski powers ahead...55
Janesville Hot Spots & Happenings...57
Horseshoe club takes aim....................59
Beloit Hot Spots & Happenings......60
Sweet symphonic sounds...............61
Kiwanis Pond for young anglers......62
Beckman Mill turns 150....................62
Angel Museum turns 20...................63
Main Street Monroe concerts.........63
Beloit’s Club Pop House..................63

*Special note*
A directory of churches for much of the
Lakes Edition area can be found in section
one, pages 37-39.
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Inside and outside the Toy Train Barn. (Photos
courtesy of Toy Train Barn)

Above: Buck and Jan
Guthrie inside the Toy
Train Barn. Left: More of
the layout. (Photos cour-
tesy of Toy Train Barn)


