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Bobbie Samme’

Off we go, into the
wild, blue yonder. . . and
that is exactly what this

writer was  fortunate
enough to do on Satur-
day.

Thanks to Bruce Rut-
ter, a local private pilot, |
flew (yes, I was the pilot)
a Piper Cherokee 160 HP
single engine airplane out
of Ford Airport for a one-
hour, adrenaline pumping
ride of my life.

Flying at an altitude
of 5,500 feet at 160 miles
per hour on a cold winter
day, high above the
clouds, soaring over
towns, buildings and
trees, is a thrill like no
other.

Based out of Kubick
Aviation Services at Ford
Airport, Rutter, who ob-
tained his pilot certifica-
tion in 2003, uses his own
private plane for flying
lessons and other ser-
vices.

“I am the chief pilot
and flight coordinator for
Northwoods Airlifeline, a
service that flies patients
to medical appoint-
ments,” said Rutter. “I

have been the flight coor-
dinator for 14 years, and
no one flies without my
authorization.”

Northwoods  Airlife-
line, which relies exclu-
sively on donations, oper-
ates 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, receiving
approximately 50 to 60
calls each day.

“We have six active
pilots in the program,”
said Rutter. “It’s all volun-
teer, but a doctor needs to
authorize each flight be-
fore we can transport a
patient.”

Rutter, who lives in
Niagara, has been on call
with Northwoods Airlife-
line for over 112,000
hours and 200 flights.

“I love to help oth-
ers,” he said. “I learned
that from my father who
was a police officer in
Benton Harbor, Mich., he
taught me a lot about com-
passion.”

In addition to his vol-
unteer efforts with North-
woods, Rutter has also
been the chairperson for
United Way, Muscular

Flight of service

Dystrophy and the March
of Dimes.

“I don’t do anything
for publicity, I do this be-
cause I can,” said Rutter.
“The average pilot would
fly 35-50 hours a year, but
I have over 3500 hours of
flight time, including fly-
ing patients for Airlife-
line.”

In June of 1992, Rut-
ter was involved in a life-
threatening car accident,
which led to just over
three years in the hospital,
as well as multiple surger-
ies. He was told he would
never walk again.

At the time of his ac-
cident, Rutter owned sev-
eral Subway restaurants in
Appleton, and had a pas-
sion for cars.

“I was always a car
nut, I collected and paint-
ed them too,” said Rutter.
“Someone noticed one of
my paint jobs and asked
me 1f 1 would paint their
plane for them. For pay-
ment, I was given the
choice of money or take
flying lessons. And that is
where it all started.”
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The author with the Piper Cherokee airplane that she flew with the guidance of pilot Bruce Rut-

ter of Niagara.

Bruce Rutter with his plane at the hangar at Ford Alrport.

After he obtained his
pilot certificate in June
of 2003, Rutter bought
his own plane, and has
been flying ever since.

“You are required to
study two to three hours
for every hour you fly,”
explained Rutter. “Flying
the plane is the easy part,
it’s the bookwork that is
much more difficult.”

According to Rutter,
freedom is his greatest
reward in flying.

“My granddaughter
lives in Mt. Pleasant,
Mich.,” he said. “I will
fly down there just to
visit her, and sometimes

I also fly to Green Bay
or Appleton just for the
day.”

Rutter has also been
a flight instructor at the
airport for nine years.

“I am currently train-
ing 12 students,” he
shared. “I have some in
high school, a couple are
18, and one is 70 years
old.”

According to Rutter,
one of his former stu-
dents is now a captain on
a commercial aircraft.

Mariah Marcell, of
Iron River, currently a
student of Rutter, plans
to become a commercial
airline pilot.

“I’ve been training
with Bruce for about a
year, but I have been
flying for about five
years,” shared Marcell.

“He is a very hands-on in-
structor who is dedicated,
patient, and always itching
to fly.”

Additionally,  Rutter
has given more than 200
young people a free demon-
stration airplane ride as part
of the EAA Young Eagles
program, which is introduc-
Ing a new generation to the
world of flight.

The Young Eagles Pro-
gram was unveiled by the
Experimental Aircraft As-
sociation (EAA) in July
1992, and has now flown
more than 2 million young
people, primarily between
the ages of 8 and 17. EAA
is a worldwide organization
with 190,000 members who
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