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New battles on the horizon for the Sokaogon Mole Lake  
Chippewa rice harvesters 
Richard D. Ackley, Jr. 

  Rice Lake played a 
key role in the historic 
Crandon mine controversy 
and with the passing of 
new legislation, some trib-
al members fear it could 
be threatened again.  
 Although the pro-
posed mine was known by 
the name of the nearby 
town of Crandon, the site 
lay adjacent to the Mole 
Lake reservation of the 
Sokaogon Ojibwe. The 
Ojibwe feared the conse-
quences that runoff from 
the sulfide mine could 
have on the reservation's 
Rice Lake, a site of im-
mense cultural and histori-
cal importance to the 
band.  
 The Ojibwe people, of 
the Sokaogon Chippewa, 
have always considered it 
a sacred place. Legend 
says that the Creator 
Gitche Manitou 

(anishinaabemowin lan-
guage) guided them to 
this lake because of the 
naturally occurring wild 
rice which proliferates 
there. The rice which 
grows in this tiny lake; 
mostly unencumbered, 
has always been central to 
the cultural identity for 
the Sokaogon, who are 
commonly known as wild 
rice harvesters.  
 The Sokaogon be-
lieve that wild rice is a 
gift of the Creator and it is 
called manoomin which 
means the food that grows 
on water, harvested dur-
ing late summer each 
year.  
  Mining applications 
for the Crandon mine 
from several mining com-
panies, primarily Exxon, 
hung in limbo, under de-
bate and review for dec-
ades. A law passed in 
1998 imposed a moratori-

um on sulfide mining that 
effectively blocked the 
mine from opening.    
 In 2003, the Forest 
County Potawatomi com-
munity and the Sokaogon 
Chippewa of Mole Lake 
community, purchased the 
mining rights to the pro-
posed Crandon Mine from 
the Northern Wisconsin 
Resource Group's interest 
in Nicolet Minerals Co. 
for $16.5 million, effec-
tively ending the debate. 
 A new law has the 
tribes gearing up for an-
other fight if it becomes 
necessary.  
  Governor Scott 
Walker signed a bill au-
thored by Sen. Tom Tiffa-
ny, R-Hazelhurst, with 
Rep. Rob Hutton, R-
Brookfield, into law in 
December of 2017, essen-
tially lifting the state's 
moratorium on open pit 
mining.  

 Supporters of the bill 
argue it allows conversa-
tions about mining to oc-
cur that could not happen 
under the 20-year-old law. 
Tiffany and Hutton em-
phasized that companies 
that want to mine in Wis-
consin will have to work 
with local communities in 
order to do so. 
  The tribe owns the 
legal right to regulate all 
water within its reserva-
tion, regardless of owner-
ship, and has been deter-
mined that it is a reasona-
ble interpretation of the 
relevant statutes and regu-
lations. What this means 
is that any business or 
industry that has a desire 
to open a business, north 
of Mole Lake, must prove 
that the business follows 
all water quality standards 
owned by the Sokaogon 
Chippewa.  
    

Explore Wisconsin’s Rustic Roads with new travel guide 
 A new, updated publi-
cation is now available for 
exploring Wisconsin’s 120 
Rustic Roads. These light-
ly-traveled country roads 
are enjoyed year-round by 
hikers, bicyclists and mo-
torists.   
 “The Rustic Roads 
program is unique to Wis-
consin and offers visitors 
and residents a great op-
portunity to explore the 
state,” Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(WisDOT) Secretary Dave 
Ross said. “The free book-

let also provides a check-
list, so travelers can track 
their visits to these very 
popular roads.”  
 Wisconsin’s Rustic 
Roads Program began 
more than 40 years ago to 
preserve scenic, lightly-
traveled country roads. 
Rustic Roads range from 
less than 2 miles to 37 
miles in length and have a 
maximum speed limit of 
45 miles per hour. Unique 
brown and yellow signs 
mark the routes of all offi-

cially designated Rustic 
Roads.  
 “While beautiful in 
all seasons, the Rustic 
Roads are a true favorite 
for fall travel,” Depart-
ment of Tourism Secre-
tary Stephanie Klett add-
ed. “This guide is perfect 
for travelers who want to 
get off the beaten path 
and experience the state’s 
natural beauty, varied 
landscape and historic 
landmarks.” 
 For a free copy of the 
new edition of Wisconsin 
Rustic Roads, visit Trav-
elWisconsin.com or con-

tact the Department of 
Tourism toll-free at 1-800
-432-8747. 
 In addition to the lat-
est print edition, the Rus-
tic Roads guide is availa-
ble as a PDF and as an 
online interactive docu-
ment on the WisDOT 
website. These electronic 
guides provide links to 
individual Rustic Road 
features and online maps, 
helpful in trip planning. 
For more information 
about WisDOT’s Rustic 
Roads program visit: wis-
consindot.gov/
RusticRoads. 


