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Welcome To You!
From These Area Churches

Baker-Downer Westminster 
Presbyterian Church

Lorelee Benz, 
Commissioned Lay Pastor

Church: 218 789-7368
11927 123rd Avenue South

Baker, Minnesota 56580

Three Churches One Ministry
GRAN - 11976 230th St. S. PARK - 29464 80th Ave. S.

ROLLAG - 10501  Hwy. 32 S 
Hawley, MN 56549 

Parish Office - 218 937-5499
Jim Greene, Pastor                Jess Lura, Youth Worker

Website: rollaglutheran.org

Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church

302 Third Street NE, Barnesville

Pastor: Rev. Chris Leach
Church Office: 354-7101

oslstone@aim.com
oursaviorsbarnesville.org

Kevin Skaret, Pastor
Church Office: 354-7466 • hopelbc.org

807 Fifth Street Southeast, Barnesville
Email: hopelbc@outlook.com

St. James 
United Church 

Of Christ
201 Third Street SE, Barnesville

Rev. Frank Picard, Pastor 
Church Office: 354-7198

E-mail: churchoffice.stjames@gmail.com
www.stjamesuccmn.org

Assumption 
Catholic 
Church

307 Front Street North, 
Barnesville

Father Gary LaMoine, Pastor 
Church Office: 354-7320

Hildebrand Hall: 354-2489

Gran-Park-Rollag Parish

1103 4th Ave. NE, Barnesville
Thomas Eaves - Pastor 
Church Office: 218 354-7158
Pastor - pastor@stjohnsbarnesville.org
Secretary - secretary@stjohnsbarnesville.org

St. John’s Lutheran Church
          Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

Hosanna
Fellowship

223 Third Street NE, Barnesville

Marlin (Pete) Ackerson, Pastor 
Church: 354-7774 • Home: 493-4384

nackerson@rrt.net

Comstock - Hoff 
Lutheran Parish

One Faith Community, Two Locations
Comstock Lutheran Church, Comstock, MN

Hoff Lutheran Church, Rustad, MN
P.O. Box 7, Comstock, MN 56525

Jill Steichen, Pastor
Church Office: 218 585-4345

chsecretary@live.com

Welcome
 Little Ones…

Lyla Mae Bertram  October 9, 2017
 Eric and Sara

Connor Michael Fradet  February 20, 2017
 Brian and Jacqueline

Philip Lee Grosz  August 19, 2017
 Jacob and Hailey 

Lucas Scott Grosz  August 19, 2017
 Jacob and Hailey

Cooper John Kritzberger  September 16, 2017
 Bryan and Melissa Kritzberger

Layla Belle Link  August 23, 2017
 Ryan and Heather

Rachel Patricia Tobin  January 30, 2017
 John and Amanda 

Avacyn Akalea Wheelright  January 30, 2017
 Kodey and Tiffany

New arrivals in 2017…
There were eight new arrivals recorded in the Record-Review 

in the year 2017. The child’s name, date of birth and parents 
names are:

370 Households Received Services in 2017...

Food Pantry Helps Insure A Healthy Community
By Michael Stein

Food is life. That may be an 
obvious statement, but when 
millions of Americans struggle to 
have enough food to sustain life, it’s 
a good reminder that we are called 
on to share our bounty with those in 
need.

The statistics are sobering: one 
in 10 Minnesotans experience 
inadequate food and lack of money 
to purchase food throughout the 
year. Among that group, 13.8% are 
children.

The Barnesville Area Food 
Pantry, now starting its third year in 
a newly remodeled space on Front 
Street, continues to grow in public 
awareness, leading to more families 
and individuals in need being served. 
And the community continues to 
reach out with gifts of dollars, food 
and time.

Those efforts were boosted by 
Thrivent Financial last year with a 
fundraising challenge. It pledged 
donations of $500 for every group 
that collected at least 500 items for 
their local food pantries.

In the fall of 2017, Barnesville 
Philanthropy and Youth students 
jumped on the challenge, gathered 
more than 1,000 and netted $1,000 
from Thrivent.

Barnesville’s Main Street 
organized a drive among local 
businesses that resulted in another 
grand. The Comstock-Hoff Parish 
brought in 600 items to round out the 
total match for 2017 at $2,500.

“We are grateful to be partnered 
with the Great Plains Food Pantry, 
where we can purchase food for 
pennies on the dollar,” said volunteer 
Jane Salber. “We also use our local 
stores to fill in other items needed. 

The holidays are an especially busy time of year at the Area Food 
Pantry. Volunteers like these students assemble all the fixins’ to 
accompany a turkey for a traditional Thanksgiving dinner.

Barnesville Area Food Pantry Board members, from left, Lee Kuznia, Jane Salber, Margaret Ann Thompson, Lexi Hought and Florence 
Johnson. Other board members are Megan Bauer, Karen Johnson, Donne Merkens and Pastor Tom Eaves. 

In addition, we provide vouchers for 
each family to use for basic needs 
like milk, bread and eggs, to be used 
at the local grocery store, and we pay 
for those items.”

The Food Pantry serves families 
in the Barnesville School District, 
although nobody is turned away as 
long as there’s food on the shelves. 
The numbers served have gone 
up from 268 households served in 

2014, 305 in 2015, 318 (or 1,109 
individuals) in 2016 and 370 in 
2017.

Among those served in 2017, 
25,869 pounds of food were received 
and 24,279 dispersed to people in 
need.

“For our little pantry that’s a lot 
of people served,” Salber said. “We 
cover a wide area, and it’s one of the 
more successful food pantries in the 

region.” 
The key to pantry’s success is 

dedicated volunteers.
“Our volunteers are diligent, 

dedicated and committed,” Salber 
said. “A group is faithfully there 
each Monday to distribute food. 
That’s the success factor. It’s not just 
one person doing all the work.”

The Food Pantry shelves are well 
stocked. Clients pick out items based 

on their household number and what 
their family can use. They decline 
items they don’t need or can’t use, 
keeping the waste down to as little 
as possible. Generally, if they know 
their kids won’t eat it, they leave it 
for the next family. 

Area growers will often bring 
in food items such as potatoes. 
Churches, Sunday schools, Cub 
Scouts, Girl Scouts and others 
contribute with food drives. Food 
that comes from the Great Plains 
Food Bank isn’t free, but at a 
reduced cost. That’s where financial 
donations to the Food Pantry are 
essential. 

Along with non-perishable items 
that line the shelves of the Food 
Pantry, meats and seasonal produce 
are also received and distributed.

Still fairly new to the Food Pantry 
is the backpack program started 
at Atkinson Elementary in the fall 
of 2016, starting with K-1. After 
expanding this current school year 
to serve kids through fifth grade, 
enrollment increased to 18 and 
remains at that number.

The purpose of the Backpack 
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