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Heartland Tire Service
802 Ash Ave., Wadena, MN

218-631-2710We’ll come 
TO YOUR 
FARM… 

24 Hour 
Service

M-Tu-W, 7 am-5:30 pm; Thurs 7 am-
8 pm; Fri 7 am-5:30 pm; Sat 7 am-5 pm

Weber’s Wadena Hardware
109 So. Jefferson St., Downtown WADENA, 218-631-2454

Weber’s Wadena Hardware
Your Ice Fishing Headquarters

Sale Price

$299.95

All sizes
available

√Jigs

√Rods & Reels

√Augers

√Fish Houses

√Fish Locators

More than 
a Hardware

Store

Open ‘til 
8 pm Thurs.

nights

Jiffy Ice
Auger

Fish House

Fish 
Locator

If we don’t have
an item in stock,
we can get it the

same week.
Open daily at 7 am

FL-12TM 

Pro Pack II
PP1212 with 12° Ice-Ducer®

PP12DB with Dual  Beam 9°/19° Ice-Ducer®

Open 
daily at 
7 a.m.

We carry a complete line of Ritchie waters & parts

•Fresh water
•Th e best warranty in

the industry
•Totally sealed 

polyethylene units
•Nothing less than

304 stainless
•Designed with animal 

safety in mind
•Heavy-duty, but not 

heavy
•Smart design keeps 

things in working 
order

•Long, long life
•Grade A dairy 

 recommendations
•Minimal energy costs

M-Tu-W, 7 am-5:30 pm; Thurs 7 am-7 pm;
Fri 7 am-5:30 pm; Sat 7 am-4 pm

$12.47

$11.97

Meat Bird
Feed

21% Pro, 
50# Bag

$12.97

CHICK PRICES…
Cornish Rock Broilers

Buy 1-49 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$1.08 ea

Buy 50-99  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
$1.03 ea

Buy 100 or More  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .98¢ ea
Many Other Breeds Available

Free Shipping

945 Market Street • Perham, MN 56573
Mon.-Fri.: 8:00-6:00; Sat.: 8:00-5:00;

Sun.: 9:00-3:00
218-346-6275 • truevalue.com

Buy 1-49 � � � � � � � � � � 
$1.44 ea

Buy 50-99� � � � � � � � 
$1.38 ea

Buy 100 or 
         More � � � 

$1.34 ea

Cornish 
Rock 

Broilers

“Chicks available 
Now through May”

Assorted Egg Layers � �… See Store 
for Pricing

Special Orders on other 
Varieties of Birds

Order 

your chicks 

here!

Mark’s Fleet Supply True Value

Home Decor • Clothing Boutique

Hand crafted, 
customized home decor

204 Jefferson St. N., WADENA ~ 218-289-0109

Sweet Pickins

LOOKING for a unique 
personalized gift?… 

We Love Our Farmers!

Stop in & check out 
our Farmhouse Theme 

decor

FEED BUNKS

SEBEKA LUMBER SALES, INC.
Sebeka, Minnesota 56477

218-837-5631   •  1-800-860-5631

14’ Flat Bottom  . . . . . . . . . .$155.00
14’ V-Bottom  . . . . . . . . . . . .$160.00
16’ Flat Bottom  . . . . . . . . . .$170.00
16’ V-Bottom  . . . . . . . . . . . .$175.00
18’ Flat Bottom  . . . . . . . . . .$185.00
18’ V-Bottom  . . . . . . . . . . . .$190.00

Delivery Available
plus tax

14ʼ Flat Bottom  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $185.00
14ʼ V-Bottom  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $190.00
16ʼ Flat Bottom  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $199.00
16ʼ V-Bottom  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$205.00
18ʼ Flat Bottom  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$220.00
18ʼ V-Bottom  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$225.00

By Amelia Kent
Trade is a hot topic in the 

news today, and a high prior-
ity for America’s farmers and 
ranchers. Not convinced glob-
al trade has a real effect at the 
farm level? Let’s look at some 
ways I know trade directly 
impacts my farm. Thanks in 
part to projects funded by the 
Beef Checkoff, the value add-
ed to the beef industry by ex-
ports in 2017 alone was more 
than $286 per carcass/animal. 
I know this helps my husband 
and me on our farm as that 
increases the market value on 
the beef cattle we raise. Think 
about all the parts of an ani-
mal we Americans don’t use, 
but other cultures feast upon – 
that’s incredible added value!

Of that $286 per animal, 
27 percent of that value is 
marketed to our fellow North 
American Free Trade Agree-
ment  countries, Mexico and 
Canada – totaling $1.6 billion 

in 2016 alone. In fact, Mexico 
is our second largest beef ex-
port destination and Canada 
our fourth largest. In other 
words, exports to Mexico ac-
count for 3 percent of all U.S. 
beef production. Can you 
imagine one country alone 
consuming that much of our 
farm-raised products?

 We have increased our cus-
tomer base while also keeping 
American-grown products af-
fordable for consumers here at 
home. 

Since NAFTA went into ef-
fect in 1994, agricultural ex-
ports from the United States 
to our NAFTA partners in-
creased from $8.9 billion in 
1993 to $39 billion in 2017. 
Yet, given the unknowns sur-
rounding renegotiating NAF-
TA, our export customers may 
look elsewhere for ag prod-
ucts – and some already have. 
In 2017, Mexico sourced 45 
percent more beef from Nica-

NAFTA beefs up sales for 
America’s farmers and ranchers

U.S. Secretary of Agricul-
ture Sonny Perdue recently 
administered the oath of of-
fi ce to Bill Northey at the An-
nual Iowa Ag Leaders Dinner. 
Northey had served as Iowa’s 
Secretary of Agriculture, a 
position he had held for more 
than eleven years.  Northey 
will serve as the Under Sec-
retary for Farm and Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FFAS)* 
at the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA).

“After months of waiting, 
I’m thrilled to fi nally have Bill 
on board at USDA,” Secretary 
Perdue said. “The patience he 
displayed throughout this pro-

cess is an indicator of what 
kind of steady leader he will 
be on our team, and we are 
eager for him to get to work.  
Bill comes to us at an impor-
tant time, as farm incomes are 
down and expected to fall fur-
ther.  Additionally, with work 
on the 2018 Farm Bill already 
under way, Bill will play an 
integral role in the advice we 
offer to Congress.”

In addition to his long ser-
vice as Iowa’s Secretary of 
Agriculture, Northey has also 
held other positions of leader-
ship in agricultural fi elds.  He 
is a former president of the 
National Corn Growers Asso-
ciation and served in state and 
local roles for the Iowa Farm 
Bureau. A fourth-generation 
corn and soybean farmer, he 
and his wife Cindy have three 
daughters and fi ve grandchil-
dren. 

*NOTE: As part of a reor-
ganization of USDA, Secre-
tary Perdue has created, the 
President appointed, and the 
Senate confi rmed a new Un-
der Secretary for Trade and 
Foreign Agricultural Affairs, 
as directed by the 2014 Farm 
Bill. The creation of the new 
mission area prompted the 

Sec. Perdue administers Oath of Offi  ce to Bill Northey

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue administers 
the oath of offi ce to Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign 
Agricultural Service Bill Northey.

realignment of several agen-
cies under a newly-named 
Under Secretary for Farm 
Production and Conserva-
tion (FPAC), the position for 
which Northey is intended.  
FPAC encompasses the Farm 

Service Agency, the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service, and the Risk Man-
agement Agency.  USDA is 
working with Congress to 
formally change the name of 
the mission area to FPAC. 

ragua and 9 percent more beef 
from Canada than in the pre-
vious year. In a time of expan-
sion in the beef industry with 
all of agriculture being more 
effi cient and productive than 
ever, these export markets are 
a crucial outlet for our crops 
and goods. Expanding our 
markets beyond our borders 
has been critical to the surviv-
ability of the American farm. 
We have increased our cus-
tomer base while also keeping 
American-grown products af-
fordable for consumers here at 
home.

Recently, I heard Dan Hal-
strom of the U.S. Meat Export 
Federation state: “How dark 
the ages can be if you don’t 
have trade.” That quote struck 
me as I ponder the potential 
of NAFTA renegotiations. I 
appreciate that some modern-

izing and updating is needed. 
How often do we have to up-
date our operating systems, 
apps and software? In these 
discussions, however, we must 
protect the gains achieved in 
agricultural trade and work to 
remove the remaining barri-
ers to trade with Canada and 
Mexico.

Let’s look again at whether 
global trade affects your farm 
or ranch or community. Eco-
nomics, in its simplest form 
is supply and demand. Global 
trade increases demand for 
beef, which raises the price. 
What do we feed our cattle? 
Corn and soybeans from other 
farms. Increased demand for 
beef means increased demand 
for feed, which increases the 
prices of those commodi-
ties. You can’t deny the data. 
Global trade increases de-
mand for U.S. agricultural 
products, which affects the 
farmer’s bottom line, keeping 
that farm and others like it in 
business. But the ripple effect 
doesn’t stop there – as Ameri-
can farms thrive, we secure 
our nation’s food supply, sup-
port millions of jobs and help 
boost the nation’s economy.

Amelia Kent, a member of 
AFBF’s current Partners in 
Advocacy Leadership class 
and the GO Team, raises cat-
tle and hay with her husband 
in southeastern Louisiana. 
You can follow Kent Farms 
on Facebook, Twitter and In-
stagram at kentfarms_la.


