Pressing forward for ag literacy
~N

By Zippy Duvall
President, American Farm
Bureau Federation

If you want something
done right, often, you have
to do it yourself. That’s what
the American Farm Bureau
Foundation for Agriculture is
doing when it comes to how
children’s books portray ag-
riculture. Believing that there
should be more high-quality,
enjoyable and, most of all,
accurate books about agri-

the Foundation has launched
Feeding Minds Press to help
meet that need. The Founda-
tion will publish its first title,
“Right This Very Minute,” in
January 2019. The book, by
award-winning author Lisl
Detlefsen, is about the foods
we enjoy in our daily lives
and the farmers and ranchers
who are working right this
very minute to grow it.

The  Foundation  has
worked for years to identify

dren’s books that are educa-
tional, not pointless or, worse,
making the wrong point
about how agriculture works
and how our food is grown.
Unfortunately, it is getting
more difficult to find books
that meet that standard. So
the Foundation is turning a
challenge into an opportu-
nity!

Feeding Minds Press will
publish two to three books
per year, depending on the

add value for authors, readers
and educators, the Founda-
tion will create educational
resources to accompany the
books it publishes, making
the books great options for
classrooms.

Do you know someone who
has a story and would like
to get it published? Feeding
Minds Press is searching for
manuscripts and will accept
submissions throughout the
month of March. Interested
authors can learn more about
what we’re looking for and
how to submit a manuscript
here: http:/feedingmind-
spress.com/submissions.html.

Children start to form their
views about the world very
early. By publishing books for
children that open their eyes to
the vital role of agriculture in
their everyday lives, Feeding
Minds Press will help shape
a positive perception about
today’s agriculture. I look for-
ward to seeing what comes
from this publishing venture
in the years ahead, and read-
ing the published books to my
own grandchildren!
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We support
our farmers ... and thank them for their support.
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The synergy of farming and the
importance of large-animal vets

By Marytina Lawrence

Every late winter/early spring it seems there are medical is-
sues that pop up. When the ground begins to thaw and freeze
and thaw and freeze again, it can be tough on the cattle, and
we have our eyes open for any and all potential health issues.

The other day (it was a Sunday afternoon), my farmer hus-
band had a commitment in the evening and was going to be
gone. With one last daily walk through the cows and calves,
he noticed a calf that did not look quite right. Upon further
inspection, it was determined that she definitely was going to
need further care that would require a call to our veterinarian,
which he made.

I was given all the information as he was out the door to an
important appointment, then I went with my two older boys
to get this calf into the shop. Dr. Dan arrived shortly and im-
mediately stated his apology for feeling rushed as he had two
more emergency calls after us that he would need to get to.
Our call was an emergency also, as this young calf was show-
ing signs of sickness that we diagnosed to need immediate
care.

So with our help, Dr. Dan went to work methodically and
compassionately, diagnosing the potential issue and develop-
ing a treatment plan that we would continue after his depar-
ture. I have always been grateful for our veterinarian. He is
smart, efficient, caring and really good at what he does.

While he conducted his work, I helped when needed and
visited with him about his day, remembering that it was a Sun-
day and the time was about 6 p.m. at that point. He has a young
family and shares clinic duties with three other veterinarians
who all rotate being “on call” on the weekends. He had not
slept much in the last 24 hours due to the number of calls he
had received, and yet his attitude was constant, positive and
kind, as he always is.

I don’t often think much about the level of time and commit-
ment we spend on the farm because it is all I have known for
23 years. Every day can be considered a work day depending
on the circumstances. But in that moment I realized we are not
alone. It is the same for Dr. Dan. And without him we would
be lost at times. He is someone we depend on and are eternally
grateful to have. His dedication to his profession is intertwined
with ours. And the synergy that creates is unmatched.

We knew it would be touch-and-go for this young calf as
I shook his hand and watched him leave to visit his next pa-
tient. Thankfully, the calf made it and is doing great. But with-
out Dr. Dan, things may have been very different on Monday
morning.

So today I want to say thank you to all the large animal
veterinarians who work day-in and day-out to help us care for
the our livestock. It would be impossible for us to do our job
without you.

FAQ about Ag Day ...

What Is Ag Day?

It’s a day to recognize and celebrate the
abundance provided by agriculture. Every
year, producers, agricultural associations,
corporations, universities, government agen-
cies and countless others across America join
together to recognize the contributions of ag-
riculture.

When Is Ag Day?

Ag Day is celebrated on March 20, 2018.
National Ag Day falls during National Ag
Week, March 18-24, 2018.

Who Hosts Ag Day?

The Agriculture Council of America hosts
the campaign on a national level. However,
the awareness efforts in communities across
America are as influential - if not more - than
the broad-scale effort. Again this year, the Ag
Day Planning Guide has been created to help
communities and organizations more effec-
tively host Ag Day events.

What Is Ag Day All About?

Ag Day is about recognizing - and celebrat-
ing - the contribution of agriculture in our ev-
eryday lives. The National Ag Day program
encourages every American to:

* Understand how food and fiber products
are produced.

* Value the essential role of agriculture in
maintaining a strong economy.

* Appreciate the role agriculture plays in
providing safe, abundant and affordable prod-
ucts.

Why Celebrate Agriculture?

Agriculture provides almost everything we
eat, use and wear on a daily basis. But too
few people truly understand this contribution.
This is particularly the case in our schools,
where students may only be exposed to ag-
riculture if they enroll in related vocational
training.

By building awareness, the Agriculture
Council of America is encouraging young
people to consider career opportunities in ag-
riculture.

Each American farmer feeds more than 165
people ... a dramatic increase from 25 people
in the 1960s. Quite simply, American agricul-
ture is doing more - and doing it better. As the
world population soars, there is an even great-
er demand for the food and fiber produced in
the United States.

What Can I Do to Help?

Put simply, get involved! Your participation
in Ag Day is critical in helping us spread this
positive message about agriculture. If you are
interested in planning an event, download your
Planning Guide today. Of course, there are
other ways you can lend your support, includ-
ing sending a letter to your local newspaper,
calling your Congressional representatives or
simply sharing information about agriculture
with youngsters in your community.

Where Can I Find More Information?

Contact the Agriculture Council of Ameri-
ca at (913) 491-1895.
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in the area who have helped make our
business successful for many years -
We Salute Them!

For your Sand & Gravel Needs Call...

OLSON TRUCKING

SEBEKA e 218-837-5327

CONTRACTORS

mw We can print or copy your

existing house plans or maps in
black and white or color.

18x24, 24x36 & everything up to 36” wide
We can reduce or enlarge your plans

Laminating available to protect your plans on the jobsite.

We can copy your existing plans.
Bring them in on CDs or jump
drives -or- Email them to us

Visa
Master Card

Discover

631-4321
888-350-4321

209 Jefferson St. S. - Wadena

The place.

March 21-26

Buy one, get one

We carry valspar and
Clark+Kensington

Recycle your paint today!
We are a drop off site for PaintCare

Visit

n & gaons of Foyal®,
Cl ¢

Our
Paint

Studio

PROFESSIONAL

ronomy

SERVICES, LLC

In our Rental Department. . .
We have over 500 pieces of equipment for
rent including a skid steer, utility tractor with
attachments, fencing and lawn equipment,
trailers and much more for all your projects!

MERICKEL

Seed * Chemistry - Nutrients
Custom Application - Precision Application

Wadena, 631-7261 ~ Perham, 346-6345 * 346-2355

STORE
HOURS
M-F: 7:30
a.m.-5 p.m,;
Sat: 8 a.m.-12
p.m.

Hwy. 10 W., Wadena
218-631-3570 or 1-800-225-3570

NCE  pinc

Hardware PILACE




