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Les’ Electric
NOW CARRYING…

Steffes line of Storage 
Furnaces and Room ETS Units

Call us for a FREE Estimate
on all of your spring projects!

Serving the Wadena, Otter Tail, & Becker
Counties for the past 40 years

NEW CONSTRUCTION
REMODELING / REWIRING

OFF PEAK ELECTRIC HEAT TRENCHING
TEMPERATURE CONTROL & MONITORING SYSTEMS

BUCKET TRUCK FOR AERIAL WORK
UNDERGROUND WIRE LOCATOR AND FAULT FINDER

•Farm •Residential •Commercial

5 Hubbard Ave. South
PO Box 62, Sebeka, MN 56477

218-837-5547

on all your fall projects!

Call us for a 
FREE ESTIMATE
on all your spring 

projects
lese@wcta.net

Serving the Wadena, Otter Tail & Becker 
Counties for the past 40+ years

• Concrete Blocks • Chimney Blocks 
• Washed Crushed Rock & Sand • Crushed Concrete

• Riprap & Boulders • Class 5 - Black Dirt & Fill 
• Logix - ICF • Masonry Supplies 

• Loading at Pit/State Certified MN Scale

“A Solid Investment in Your Future”

 Call Toll-free: 
800-450-4432 • 218-564-4432

Highway 71 N • Menahga, MN

“A Solid Investment in Your Future”

MENAHGA CONCRETE 
PRODUCTS, INC.

READY MIXED CONCRETE

6482 State #371 NW
Walker, MN 56484

(218) 547-HEAT
www.lakesidefireplace.com

Lic. #BC0018980
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603 Central Avenue North, Park Rapids, MN 56470

218-732-4932
bernieg@unitelc.com

www.gartnerjohnson.com

Gartner-Johnson
Construction & Design

Since 1992

Home Plan Design Services
• General Contractor • New Construction

• Remodeling

To former apartment dwell-
ers or those who have never 
enjoyed the benefi t of a dedi-
cated laundry area, even the 
smallest washer and dryer 
space can seem like a luxury.

The benefi ts of dedicat-
ed laundry rooms abound. 
However, disorganized laun-
dry rooms can nullify such 
benefi ts. Depending on the 
needs and preferences of each 
homeowner, laundry room 
designs can be customized 
for convenience.
Employ vertical space

Floor space may be at a 
premium in a laundry room, 
especially for those who want 

to devote as much space as 
possible to bulk-size washer 
and dryer units. Therefore, 
utilizing wall space is key. 
Use shelving, wire racks, 
hooks, and other organiza-
tional tools to store items 
on the wall. Shelves can be 
tucked into just about any 
space, and there are different 
options that can fi t into cor-
ners or shallow areas. These 
are a great option for keeping 
detergent or other laundry es-
sentials nearby.

Clean designs reduce clut-
ter

Simple, clean designs can 
be an asset in a laundry room. 

If budget and space permits, 
cabinetry built into the de-
sign will help keep items out 
of sight in the laundry room. 
Cabinets hung directly above 
the appliances can store de-
tergent, bleach and fabric 
softener. Use cabinets else-

where in the room as catch-
alls for cleaning supplies 
used in various other rooms 
around the house. 
Incorporate a sink in the 
design

Some older laundry room 
setups have a slop sink to 

drain discharged water from 
the washing machine. How-
ever, newer homes may have 
plumbing installed directly 
through the fl oor or walls. It 
is still a worthwhile idea to 
have a sink in the laundry 
room for rinsing out stains, 

handwashing items and hav-
ing a go-to sink for messier 
cleanup.
Utilize a tension rod

A rod installed between 
two cabinets or across a nar-
row width of space in the 
laundry room is a handy spot 
to hang shirts or pants to pre-
vent wrinkling. Repurposing 
a ladder and suspending it 
from the ceiling also creates a 
spot to hang clothes.
Consider laundry room 
fl ooring

It’s important to select 
fl ooring materials that will 
not be damaged by contact 
with moisture or spills. Vinyl, 
tile and some composite prod-
ucts often make good laundry 
room fl oor materials. Resil-
ient fl ooring that mimics the 
look of hardwood may add a 
classy touch, and give the ap-
pearance of wood without 
having to worry about dam-
age. To alleviate fatigue while 
spending long moments in 
the laundry room, invest in a 
memory foam mat that can be 
placed underfoot.
Keep lighting in mind

Lighting can be important 
in the laundry room. Rely on 
task lighting, under-cabinet 
strip lighting and overhead 
lights as needed for effi ciency.

Laundry room design can 
maximize the space available 
and make it more convenient 
to launder and sort clothes.

Laundry room renovation ideas

An organized and effi cient laundry room setup can make washing and drying clothes 
easier.

Accomplishing a do-it-your-
self home repair or renovation 
can elicit feelings of pride. DIY 
projects can be cost-effective 
and completed on homeown-
ers’ unique time schedules. 
Although people can do many 
repairs themselves, using the 
wrong tools or equipment, or 
having insuffi cient knowledge 
of the task at hand can increase 
the risk of injury.

The home security resource 
A Secure Life says that more 
than 18,000 Americans die 
every year from injuries that 
take place in the home. Un-
intentional injuries can be 
traced to many factors, but 
making repairs around the 

house can contribute to ac-
cident risk. Falls, electrical 
shocks, broken glass, carpen-
try tools, and carrying overly 
heavy loads repeatedly result 
in injury, says The Home De-
pot. 

Recognizing these potential 
hazards and always employ-
ing safe tactics can help keep 
DIYers stay healthy.

• Ladder safety: A fall 
from even a few feet can cause 
severe injuries and even death. 
Ladders should always be put 
on a level, stable surface. In-
dividuals should not climb 
higher than the second rung 
on a step ladder or the third 
rung on an extension ladder.

• Tools: Every tool has the 
potential to cause injury. This 
injury risk increases when 
tools are not used properly. 
Before a tool is used, it’s im-
portant to read the instruc-
tions.

• Wear protective gloves. 
Gloves can help protect 
against burns, electrocu-
tion, slippery grip, and even 
deep cuts or fi nger amputa-
tion when using sharp tools. 
Gloves also are essential when 
handling broken glass.

• Power tools: Power tools 
have momentum and torque 
behind them to make fast 
work of various jobs. If using 
power tools, DIYers should 
ensure they are the right tools 
for the job, not something that 
is handy or a quick fi x. Power 
tools should only be used if 
a person can devote attention 
to the task and stay focused. 
That means never consum-
ing alcohol, drugs or medica-

Reduce injuries during DIY projects

tions that can impair function 
when using power tools.

• Working with electric-
ity: An electric shock occurs 
when a person is exposed to 
a source of electricity and the 
charge runs through the body. 
It can cause burns, cardiac 
arrest, changes to heartbeat, 
and even neurological inju-
ries, according to the Mayo 
Clinic. DIYers should take 
precautions anytime they are 
working with electricity, in-
cluding turning off the supply 
of electricity to the outlet or 
fi xture being worked on.

• Heavy loads: It is impor-
tant to exercise caution when 
moving around heavy loads. 
A friend or family member 
can help with the transfer of 
building materials or to relo-
cate furniture. 

• Distractions: Avoid-
ing distractions is essential 
when doing home renova-
tions. Keep pets and chil-
dren away from work areas 
to focus entirely on the job 
at hand.

Injuries can derail home 
renovation projects if safety 
measures are ignored.


