Home security for the do-it-yourselfer

Feeling secure at home is
a priority for many people.
Many people consider in-
stalling security systems in
their homes to improve their
sense of well-being. Whether
one owns or rents, individu-
als may be surprised to learn
that do-it-yourself security
systems can be savvy invest-
ments.

The right system can help
people protect their belong-
ings and their families, but
sorting through the various
security systems on the mar-
ket can be a daunting task.
While full-service setups
that include professional in-
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stallation and monitoring are
available, some homeowners
may want to investigate the
highly customizable DIY kits
now available. Some include
personal monitoring, while
others are self-install tech-

nologies with professional
monitoring.
Before getting started,

homeowners and renters can
ask themselves a few ques-
tions to help narrow down
their options.

e What is your budget?
Professional installation and
monitoring will likely cost
more than DIY Kkits.

* How large is the home?

Begin preparing garden bed soil early for new plants.

Gardening enthusiasts may
have been thinking about their
landscape plans throughout
the winter, eager to once again
get their hands dirty with soil.
Whether a home gardener is
making preparations for ed-
ible crops or beautiful flow-
ers, he or she must take time
to make the soil amenable to
planting. To establish hearty,
durable plants, gardeners can
focus on three main areas:
addressing soil composition,
cultivating and adding nutri-
ents.

Soil composition

Many gardeners prefer
growing a variety of plants
in their gardens. Such an ap-
proach requires taking inven-
tory of the type of soil in one’s
garden and making the neces-
sary modifications so that the
types of vegetables, herbs,
shrubs, or flowers that will be
planted can grow in strongly.
In fact, according to the plant
company Proven Winners, the
most important step to devel-
oping good roots is preparing
the soil.

Take a sample of the soil
and examine it to see what is
present. If the soil is too full
of clay, too sandy, too dense,
or too loose, that can lead to
problems where plants cannot
grow in strong. Work with a
garden center to add the right
soil amendments to make a

rich soil. This may include
organic compost or manure,
which will also add nutrients
to the soil.
Cultivation

Cultivating the soil can in-
volve different steps. Removal
of weeds, errant rocks, roots,
and other items will help pre-
pare the soil. Mother Earth
News suggests working on
garden soil when the soil is
damp but never wet; other-
wise, garden soil can become
messy and clumpy. Use a dig-
ging fork or shovel to lightly
turn the soil when it’s mostly
dry. Gentle tillings also can
open up the soil to incorporate
the nutritional amendments
and relieve compaction that
likely occurred from freezing
temps and snow pressure. Till-
ing also helps with drainage
and oxygen delivery to roots.
The DIY Network suggests
turning over soil at a depth of
12 inches to work the soil —
about the length of a shovel
spade. However, the resource
Earth Easy says that existing
garden beds have a complex
soil ecosystem and simply
top-dressing with compost or
manure can be enough prepa-
ration for planting. Garden-
ers can experiment with the
methods that work best for
their gardens.
Nutrition

Testing the pH and the lev-

¢ Are you tech-savvy?

e How frequently are you
out of the home on vacation
or extended trips?

* Do you desire emergen-
cy response?

* Do you want an entire
package or just some deter-
rent devices?

Once men and women have
answered these questions, it’s
time to start shopping. Here
are some DIY security sys-
tem items that may be of in-
terest.

Smart home security
systems

These home security sys-
tems connect to a home’s
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Wi-Fi network so they can be
monitored and controlled us-
ing a smartphone app. Others
may be accessed through an
application on the internet. It
is important to look for a sys-
tem that has the extra security
of technology that is not eas-
ily hacked.
Security cameras

Some people may only
want to watch the inside and
outside of their residences. It
can take mere minutes to set
up wireless security cameras
around the house. These de-
vices connect to a Wi-Fi net-
work and give customers free
access to a constant stream of
video. Some systems make it
easy for homeowners to listen
in on what’s going on at home
and even talk to anyone with-
in the camera’s range. Others
can be paired with cloud stor-
age for recording video.
Professionally monitored

Residents who are away
from home frequently or are
too busy to constantly moni-
tor security systems may like
the peace of mind of profes-
sionally monitored kits. Ser-
vices like Frontpoint®, Link
Interactive® and Scout® are
just three that have affordable
starter kits and video monitor-
ing. Monitored alarm systems
can be set to call the police or
other emergency services if
necessary.
Entry-level or advanced
systems

Entry-level systems typi-
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els of certain nutrients in the
soil, namely nitrogen, phos-
phorous and potassium, will
give gardeners an idea of oth-
er soil additions that may be
needed. Soils with a pH below
6.2 often can benefit from
the addition of lime several
weeks before planting. Soil
tests will determine just how
much fertilizer to add to the
soil. Complete fertilizers will
have equal amounts of nitro-
gen, phosphorous and potas-
sium. Individual fertilizers
can amend the soil with only
these nutritional elements that
are needed.

Top-dressing empty beds
with a layer of mulch or com-
post can prevent weed growth
and preserve moisture until
it is time to plant. If existing
shrubs or plants are in gar-
den beds, use more care so as
not to disturb roots or dig too
deeply.

Preparing garden beds
takes some effort initially, but
can be well worth the work
when plants flourish through-
out the growing season.
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cally include a few door and
window sensors, a motion
detector and a hub that com-
municates with these sensors.
This may be enough for some-
one in an apartment or small
house. More extensive sys-
tems may include additional
sensors, door locks, garage
door openers, surveillance
cameras, lights, sirens, and
even water and smoke detec-
tors.

Do-it-yourself security sys-
tems represent a new wave to
safeguard one’s belongings
and family. Kits continue to
evolve and have become more
seamless than ever.
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Lifetime Exterior Products

* Seamless Steel Siding

» Seamless Steel Log Siding
* Seamless Steel Gutters

» Metal Soffit & Fascia

« Steel Shingle Roofing

* Replacement Windows

SEAMLESS

The World’s Largest Seamless Siding Company!

(800) 680-2851 » (218) 751-3586
Bemidji, MN 5660
abcseamless.com

NEVER
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AGAIN!
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*Home Improvement Loans *Real Estate Mortgages
*Construction Loans
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. dreams at today’s low prices
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