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Weber’s Wadena Hardware

Weber’s Wadena Hardware
109 So. Jefferson St., Downtown WADENA
218-631-2454  ~   Open ’til 8 pm Thursday nights

Your Fishing Headquarters

More than a hardware store!

Open: Mon-Tues-Wed 7 am-5:30 pm;
Thurs 7 am-8 pm; Fri 7 am-5:30 pm;

Sat 7 am-5 pm

•Licenses
•Crawlers & Leeches

•Rods & Reels and
all the Terminal

Tackle
•Rain Gear
•Life Vests

•Licenses
•Crawlers & Leeches

•Rods & Reels and
all the Terminal

Tackle
•Rain Gear
•Life Vests

Open: Mon-Tues-Wed 7 am-5:30 pm;
Thurs 7 am-7 pm; Fri 7 am-5:30 pm;

Sat 7 am-4 pm

Open ’til 7 pm Thursday nights
*O� er valid April 1, 2018 – May 31, 2018 at participating U.S. dealers to U.S. residents on all new and unused TOR/Arctic Cat models: 2018 Models will be eligible for the � nancing o� er as low as 5.9% � nancing for 60 
months through Freedom Road or She�  eld Financial. 2017 Models will be eligible for the � nancing o� er as low as 2.9% � nancing for 36 months through Freedom Road or She�  eld Financial. See Finance Bulletins for all 
consumer lending o� ers. Excludes Government, Commercial, Rental, and Factory Certi� ed Sales models. O� er subject to change without notice. Inventory may vary by dealer. O� er valid while supplies last. Excludes tax, 
freight and dealer setup. ATVs and SXSs can be hazardous to operate. We recommend that all riders take a training course and read and understand the owner’s manual before operation. For safety or training information, 
see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at (800) 887-2887. ©2017 Arctic Cat Sales Inc., � ief River Falls, MN 56701.

WESTSIDE SPORTS
508 Ash Ave. NW, Wadena, MN 56482 • 218-631-1113

Buy a New 2018 Arctic Cat ATV and Get:
Financing as low as 5.9% for 60 months and Double Your Warranty

OR Rebates up to $800 and Double Your Warranty

Buy a New 2017 Arctic Cat ATV all models and Get:
Financing as low as 2.9% OR Rebates up to $2,500

Buy a New 2015 or 2016 Arctic Cat ATV all models and Get:
2 Year Warranty and Rebates up to $3,500

Swing Into Spring Event Pricing (Excludes Tax, Freight and Dealer Setup) O� er Valid at Participating Dealers

(Continued from Page 3)

DNR 2018 Fishing Opener Outlook for Northwest Region
County near Ashby. Maxi-
mum depth is 21 feet. Aver-
age depth is 10 feet. Due to its 
irregular shape, the lake has 
nearly 28 miles of shoreline. 
An improved public access 
is located on the northwest 
shore off State Highway 78.

Walleyes are abundant. Gill 
net catches during the 2017 
survey averaged 13.3 fish/net. 
The population sample in-
cluded representatives of six 
age groups. An exceptionally 
strong year class established 
in 2014. Three-year-old cap-
tures averaged 14.5 inches. 
Most cohorts of this strong 
year class should exceed 16.0 
inches early in 2018. An-
nual fall electrofishing sur-
veys conducted to determine 
presence and abundance 
of young-of-year Walleyes 
yielded exceptionally high 
catches of young Walleyes 
in 2015 and 2017, so fishing 
should remain good for a few 
years. 

Pelican Lake also holds 
good crappie fishery. Both 
Black and White Crappies oc-
cur in the lake. Total crappie 
catches were lower in 2017 
with loss of an exceptionally 
strong year class that estab-
lished in 2010. However, an-
nual recruitment of young 
Black Crappies into the popu-
lation was relatively good in 
2012, 2014, and 2015. Five-
year-old captures from the 
2012 year class averaged 11.6 
inches at capture. Three-year-
olds from the 2014 year class 
averaged 8.0 inches during 
the 2017 survey and should be 
near 10.0 inches early in 2018. 
The largest crappie captured 
during the 2017 survey was 

a fast growing five-year-old 
fish measuring 13.5 inches.

Bass anglers can take ad-
vantage of quality catch-and-
release fishing experiences. 
Good numbers of 15.0 inch 
and larger bass were captured 
during the spring 2017 elec-
trofishing survey. Length fre-
quency of Largemouth Bass 
captures extended to 18.3 
inches. 

Lake Mary (2,450 acres) is 
a popular fishing destination. 
The lake is located approxi-
mately four miles southwest 
of Alexandria off State High-
way 27. It has a surface area 
of 2,450 acres. Maximum 
depth is 40.0 feet. The basin 
averages 17.0 feet in depth. 
Public access sites exist on 
north and south ends of the 
lake. The north access is shal-
low and it can be challenging 
to load boats particularly if a 
south wind is blowing. Cau-
tion is warranted when utiliz-
ing to south access in Little 
Mary due to boulders in the 
narrows leading into the main 
lake. A slow, no wake zone is 
in place to address this poten-
tial navigation hazard.

A fisheries survey was 
completed in mid-August 
2017. Walleyes continue to 
be abundant. Gill net catches 
averaged 13.3 Walleyes/net. 
Annual recruitment from 
natural reproduction and fry 
stockings was relatively good 
in 2014, 2015, and 2016. Av-
erage size of Walleye cap-
tures was 14.3 inches. Many 
of the four-year-old Walleyes 
from the 2014 year class will 
have grown to 17.0 inches in 
2018.

Black Crappie are moder-
ately abundant. Age distri-

bution of crappie captures 
extended to age seven. Those 
older fish averaged 12.1 inch-
es. Reproductive success and 
annual recruitment was rela-
tively good in 2014 and 2015.
Cohorts of the 2014 year class 
should average 10.0 inches in 
2018. 

Lake Mary also supports 
fair fishing opportunities for 
Largemouth Bass, Bluegill 
Sunfish, and Northern Pike 
should Walleye fail to coop-
erate early in the fishing sea-
son.

Anglers are reminded of 
Northern Pike harvest regu-
lation changes and encour-
aged to take advantage of ex-
panded harvest opportunities 
with the 2018 fishing opener. 
Many lakes in west-central 
Minnesota hold an over-
abundance of small pike. In-
creasing harvest and reduc-
ing densities of 21.0-inch and 
smaller pike is projected to 
improve growth and average 
size of Northern Pike and in-
crease survival and effective-
ness of Walleye stockings.
Park Rapids

General Outlook for Park 
Rapids Area: Ice out looks 
like it will happen in late April 
on most area lakes. Northern 
Pike spawning begins as the 
ice is going off, and Walleye 
spawning begins a week or 
more later. Fish will likely be 
in both pre and post spawn 
patterns depending on the 
lake on fishing opener. Good 
precipitation throughout the 
winter and early spring may 
result in water levels picking 
up on area lakes. Because of 
the longer winter, and ample 
snow some smaller or shallow 
lakes may experience partial 

or full winter kills this year. 
Check with the area fisheries 
office, or local bait shop for 
the condition of these lakes.

A new state-wide North-
ern Pike regulation is taking 
effect this spring. There are 
three zones state wide, but 
the Park Rapids fishery area 
will follow one rule. Anglers 
here will be able to keep 10 
Northern Pike, but not more 
than two pike longer than 26 
inches, and all from 22 to 
26 inches must be released. 
This will affect all lakes that 
do not have special Northern 
Pike regulations already (see 
below).

Anglers should remember 
Park Rapids area lakes with 
special or experimental regu-
lations that differ from state-
wide regulations. Please note 
specific regulations in the 
current Minnesota Fishing 
Regulations Booklet.

•All Species: Lester and 
LaSalle 

• Bass: Little Mantrap and 
George. 

• Crappie: Big Mantrap 
and Spider

• Northern Pike: Fifth, 
Sixth, Eighth, Ninth and 
Tenth Crow Wing; George; 
Big Mantrap (Mantrap) and 
Blueberry.

• Walleye: Big Sand and 
Kabekona

Anglers can also fish for 
bass statewide starting May 
12, as long as they release 
all bass during the first two 
weeks (until May 25). 

Kabekona Lake (2,433 
acres) is located about three 
miles south of Laporte in 
northeastern Hubbard Coun-
ty. It has a maximum depth 
of 133 feet. A county owned 
access is located at the west 
end of the lake, off highway 
64. Kabekona has had an ex-
perimental Walleye regula-
tion since 2006. The regula-
tion was intended to increase 
natural reproduction of Wall-
eye. Evaluations indicate 
that it is accomplishing that, 
with more young of the year 
Walleye in fall sampling, and 
fewer stocked Walleye but 
record abundance. The regu-
lation was relaxed in 2016. 
Currently, all Walleye be-
tween 20 and 26 inches must 
be immediately released. An-
glers are allowed to harvest 
Walleye less than 20 inches 
and one over 26 inches in a 
possession limit of four. An 
abundance of Walleye in the 

protected size range should 
provide good catching, but 
there are plenty of fish in the 
12 to 16 inch size range if an-
glers want a meal. 

Northern Pike have never 
been abundant in Kabekona, 
but they can reach good sizes. 
Largemouth and Smallmouth 
Bass, Black Crappies, Blue-
gills and Pumpkinseed sun-
fish can also be found in this 
lake, but those species are not 
abundant.

Fish Hook Lake (1,643 
acres) Fish Hook Lake is 
located two miles north of 
Park Rapids. Fish Hook has a 
maximum depth of 76 feet. A 
county owned public access 
is located on the southwest 
shore of the lake off US High-
way 71. There is an additional 
access on the Fishhook River 
in Heartland Park. 

Fish Hook Lake was sam-
pled in 2017. Northern Pike 
numbers were high with an 
average size of 21.5 inches. 
Most fish were 18 to 24 inch-
es, with the largest sampled 
at 37.5 inches. This may be 
an opportunity to take ad-
vantage of the new state wide 
Northern Pike regulation. 
Walleye numbers were also 
good and most are a great 
size for anglers of 15-22 inch-
es, with a number of smaller 
fish for the future. 

Both Largemouth and 
Smallmouth Bass are found 
in Fish Hook Lake. Large-
mouth Bass were sampled in 
higher numbers and from 6 
to 19 inches. Black Crappie 
numbers were similar to past 
surveys, but most fish were 
small. Bluegills and Pump-
kinseeds were sampled in 
higher numbers than recent 
years. The majority were 
3-7.5 inches, but some were 
sampled up to 9 inches.

Curly leaf pondweed is 
an aquatic invasive species 
(AIS) that has been identified 
in Fish Hook Lake. To avoid 
spreading AIS, lake users are 
required to remove all aquat-
ic plants or animals from 
their watercraft and drain all 
water from their boat before 
leaving the access.

Garfield Lake (960 acres) 
Garfield Lake is located in 
Laporte. It has a maximum 
depth of 32 feet. A city owned 
public access is located off 
of 1st Street, on the point on 
the northeast side of Laporte. 
Garfield was last surveyed in 
2015, and it appears to be a 

great lake to take advantage 
of the new Northern Pike 
regulation.

The Northern Pike were 
abundant and had an aver-
age size of 20 inches and 1.6 
pounds. This is a great oppor-
tunity to catch or harvest pike 
under 22 inches. Walleye are 
modestly abundant with the 
majority 12-17 inches. There 
were also a number of smaller 
Walleyes from 6-11 inches for 
the future.

The southern part of the 
lake has most of the shallow 
water and may provide the 
best opportunities for bass 
and panfish. Largemouth Bass 
were abundant, with most fish 
12 to 17 inches. Panfish were 
sampled in lower number, but 
had some great size for an-
glers with 10-12 inch Black 
Crappies, and Bluegills and 
Pumpkinseeds over 8 inches.

Big Mantrap (1618 acres) 
Mantrap Lake is two miles 
east of Emmaville. Mantrap 
is 1618 acres with a maxi-
mum depth of 68 feet. There 
are two state owned public 
accesses, one is located on the 
south side of the west basin 
and the other one is located 
on the south end of the north 
arm.

Mantrap is a popular lake 
for panfish, especially for 
Black Crappies. There is a 
special regulation for crappie 
of a five fish possession limit. 
Black Crappies were sampled 
in good numbers and all sizes 
from 5 to 14 inches. There are 
ample bulrush beds along the 
shoreline that crappies use in 
the spring, and are popular for 
anglers to target for crappies.

There is a special regula-
tion for Northern Pike, with a 
three fish limit and all 24 to 
36 inches in length must be 
immediately released, with 
one allowed over 36 inches. 
Anglers can expect to find 
an abundant population of 
Northern Pike with an av-
erage size of 24 inches and 
3.3 lbs. Northern Pike were 
sampled in good numbers up 
to 34 inches long, with most 
fish 19-28 inches.

Muskies are a very popular 
fish in Mantrap, but season 
does not open until June 2. 
Special spring sampling has 
taken place in recent years, 
and has shown the population 
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