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Make fall clean-up eco-friendly

As winter approaches,
homeowners know they must
do certain things to ready
their homes for the coming
months. Wrapping up the
grill and closing the pool are
no-brainers, but homeowners
also must prioritize winter-
izing their homes to ensure
homes withstand the winter.

Winterizing tasks range
from small to big, but each
can protect a home and its in-
habitants and some can even
save homeowners a substan-
tial amount of money. The
following are four simple
ways to winterize your home.
1. Plug leaks

Leaky windows and door-
ways can cost homeowners
money year-round, allow-
ing cold air to escape on hot
summer afternoons and let-
ting cold air in on brisk win-
ter nights. When such leaks
aren’t fixed, homeowners are
more liable to turn up their
air conditioners or heaters,
unnecessarily padding their
energy bills along the way.
Before winter arrives, check
areas around windows and
door frames for leaks, as well
as any additional openings,
such as chimneys, that may
allow cold air in. Use caulk
or weather strips to plug these
leaks, and enjoy your warmer
home and lower energy bills
as winter weather gets colder
and colder.

2. Inspect your chimney

If your home has a chim-
ney, chances are you have not
used it since last winter. Dur-
ing that time, the chimney has
likely accumulated some dirt
and grime, and may even have
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Trimming hanging branches and removing debris from
their yards is one simple way homeowners can prepare

their properties for winter.

served as home to some unin-
vited critters. As the season
for fireside chats approaches,
have your chimney serviced
by a professional so it’s ready
for use and you are not greet-
ed by some unwanted guests
upon lighting your first fire.
3. Clear the yard

Autumn days, particularly
late autumn days, can be
gusty, and strong winds can
cause branches to fall off
trees. Branches big and small
can cause damage to cars,
siding and roofs, and smaller
branches can get clogged in
gutters, potentially causing
gutters to back up and leading
to leaky roofs that damage a
home’s interior. Take a walk
around your property at least
once per week during the fall,
clearing any fallen limbs and
trimming branches that ap-
pear one strong gust away
from falling off of trees. Re-
move any branches that are

hanging over your home and
driveway so they don’t pose
a threat to your house or ve-
hicles.

4. Turn off outdoor water
supplies

When temperatures get es-
pecially low, pipes with wa-
ter still in them can freeze
and burst, potentially leading
to significant water damage.
When you no longer need to
water the lawn and when tem-
peratures get too cold to wash
your car in the driveway, be
sure to shut off the water sup-
ply to outdoor spigots and
sprinkler systems. Once you
do that, drain them so no wa-
ter is sitting in the pipes when
temperatures dip.

There are many ways to
winterize a home, and home-
owners should take every pre-
caution necessary to ensure
their homes are safe and warm
as the cold weather season ap-
proaches. FH158408

Your guide to proper tree prunmg

Trees may require pruning
for a variety reasons. Storms
may have damaged branches,
necessitating a pruning. In
other instances, trees may
have outgrown their yards,
overpowering the landscape.

Autumn and winter, when
trees largely go dormant and
fallen leaves make it easier to
see the branches beneath, may
be prime times to prune. Prun-
ing during the dormant period
also minimizes sap loss and
stress to the tree, and can help
cut down on the growth of
fungi. In addition, insects are
less likely to be problematic
during the colder months of
the year.

Trimming and pruning can
be handled by do-it-yourself-
ers if the branches are smaller
and more manageable. Prac-
tice on thinner branches be-
fore moving on to thicker
ones, which may require extra
help. Branches may be heavy,
and it takes a guided hand to
ensure the branches fall in a
safe manner so they do not
cause damage or injury.

Branches also need to be
trimmed properly to facilitate
good healing. Trees will form
a callus bark covering over
cuts to keep out disease and
decay, much as a scab forms
over a person’s wound. Dam-
aging the bark on a tree while
pruning may interfere with
that process, so do-it-your-
selfers need to take the time to
prune correctly.

According to Danny Lip-
ford, home improvement ex-
pert and host of the radio pro-

Pruning is a job that may be tackled by do-it-yourselfers,
but sometimes larger tasks are best left to a professional
tree trimming service.

gram “Today’s Homeowner,”
larger limbs may require three
cuts instead of one. The first
cut is a small notch in the bot-
tom of the limb, around two to
three feet from the trunk and
about one-quarter of the way
through. This helps prevent
the bark from splitting. A relief
cut is then made a few inches
away from the notch cut, and
goes all the way through. This
removes the weight of the
branch so that the final cut can
be made without the branch
splitting and falling. The fi-
nal cut is made right where
the limb extrudes from the
branch collar, or the swollen
bump that then forms into the
tree limb. Follow the slant of
the branch collar when mak-
ing the cut. Smaller or thinner
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branches may not require the
same three steps, but every ef-
fort should be made to reduce
injury to the tree.

When deciding how much to
prune, less is usually more. All
pruning can put some level of
stress on the tree and increase
its vulnerability to disease and
insect infestation. A good rule
of thumb is to never prune
more than 25 percent of the
crown. According to experts at
TreeHelp.com, living branches
should comprise at least two-
thirds the height of the tree. In
some instances, the rules may
need to be bent if trees are in-
terfering with utility lines or to
meet community laws. How-
ever, always prune minimally
to avoid damaging the tree.

The right tools also make
the job safer and easier. Use
a pole pruner and lopper, rope
saws, folding pruner, and a
bucksaw. A chainsaw can be
used in some instances, es-
pecially when pruning larger
limbs. Always disinfect prun-
ing tools after you’re done to
prevent the spread of disease
to other trees.

Consider hiring a profes-
sional tree service if pruning
proves beyond your capabili-
ties. Doing so is safe and of-
ten well worth the investment.
FH168295
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Certain tasks become nec-
essary once autumn arrives.
Whereas spring and summer
were spent tending gardens
and maintaining a yard prime
for entertaining, autumn is
about preparing properties
to survive the winter. Just as
with other jobs around the
house and yard, fall clean-up
can be done in a manner that
is respectful to the environ-
ment.

Leave plant
stalks and leaves

It is tempting to want to
cut back perennials and other
greenery so a property looks
neat.
plants dry and drop to the
ground, they help insulate the
roots from the cold. They also
provide a natural habitat and
serve as a winter food source
for birds and small animals.
Rake leaves sensibly

Power blowers and
mulchers make fast work of
leaves, but at the expense
of the environment. Gas-
powered devices discharge
fuel exhaust into the air, con-
tributing to greenhouse gas
emissions. Instead, reap the
benefits of peace and quiet as
well as exercise from manual
raking.

While raking, do not feel
the need to remove every leaf.
A certain amount of organic
matter can be beneficial to
the soil and even insulate the
lawn somewhat. A leftover
leaf here or there also may
provide protection for in-
sects and small animals. For
example, many native bees
spend the winter in tunnels in
the ground, cracks in mortar,
holes in dead wood, or within
hollow stems, and they need
lawn and garden litter to sur-
vive.

Compost is a friend

Spread a thin layer of com-
post on the lawn and in garden
beds. Compost prevents weed
growth, insulates and protects
the soil and provides nutrients
that will be needed once the
spring busy season begins.
By using compost, homeown-
ers can reduce dependence on
chemical fertilizers and weed
killers.

Check for drafts and leaks

Fall is an ideal time to
check windows and doors for
cracks where water, air or in-
sects can enter. Seal up holes
and cracks, and ensure there
are no drafty areas. Drafts can
cause home heating and cool-
ing systems to work harder,
expending more energy than
necessary.

Collect and harvest

Be sure to gather any use-
able garden vegetables and
fruits and prepare them for
storage if they cannot be con-
sumed in the next few days.
Canning is a time-honored
preservation method. Herbs
and seeds can be dried and
saved for use later on. Vacu-
um seal fresh basil and pars-
ley.

Take inventory

Look at which items in the
yard have seen better days
and prepare to recycle or re-
use them in different ways.
Faded plastic planters can be
used as impromptu bird baths
in a garden. An old tire can be
mulched and turned into soft
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material to put around a play-
set. Inquire as to the proper
way to recycle plastic lawn
chairs that may be broken.

Autumn yard work should
be performed in as eco-
friendly a fashion as possible.
TF189316

CALL TODAY
TO REPLACE
THOSE OLD
DRAFTY
WINDOWS!
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Winter is on it's way. Beat the late rush.

e Save up to 30-40% on your heating bills

¢ Maintenance Free high quality vinyl

e 5 interior, 7 exterior colors to match your home's decor
* New construction or replacement windows

e Built tough for our winters...built in Fargo

SEAMLESS STEEL SOFFITS GUTTERS
SIDING & FACIA
SEAMLESS STEEL WINDOWS STEEL SHAKE
LOG SIDING & DOORS ROOFS

FREE in-home
consultation!

THE WORLD'S LARGEST SEAMLESS SIDING COMPANY
FINANCING AVAILABLE (0.A.C.) * FREE ESTIMATES
NEVER PAINT OR SCRAPE AGAIN!
(800) 680-2851 (218) 751-3586 E—
ABCDUCK@PAULBUNYAN.NET @
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« CommERCIAL CONSTRUCTION
New installations for upgrades and repairs;
specializing in commercial design build projects
and pre-engineered projects

* RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION
Our residential crews design, wire, and install all
types of residential new construction, remodel,
rebuild, repair, and expansion projects

* INDUSTRIAL CONSTRUCTION
Specializing in industrial design build projects,
including Power Systems and Control Systems;
properly size, install, maintain, program, and trouble
shoot Variable Frequency Drive (VFD'’s) of all brands

* TRENCHING AND AERIAL CONSTRUCTION
Equipped to perform any underground electrical
installation; uses a bucket truck for installation of
light poles, yard lights, and repairing light fixtures

Serving the area's electrical design
and construction needs since 1981.

1104 Birch St., Park Rapids

License # EA000482
www.Leedaviselectric.com

_IT'SRENOVATION AND
WINTERIZATION SEASON.

* Shingles

* Furnace

* [nsulation

* Gutters

* New Windows

* Storm Doors

-~ Let us help make those
home projects happen

with the right financing
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option for you.

(218) 732-3393 * www.cnbbank.com
300 W. 1st Street, PO Box 231, Park Rapids, MN 56470




