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Fall Home 

Improvement 

Special

Your Water Treatment Store
 For The Park Rapids & Walker Areas

218-732-4332  • 218-547-1316 • 1-800-798-4333

Rent or Rent To Own a 
Water Softener Today 

& Receive 
a FREE Basic Installation
(Must present coupon to receive offer)

Two Great Offers!
Now Through Oct. 31st, 2018

Call for Details Today!
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Purchase a
Water Softener

and get a 1 year Supply
of Salt - FREE!

(Must present coupon to receive offer)

303 S. MAIN, PARK RAPIDS   parkrapidsecowater.com

001567803r2

TOP PRICES:
Pop Cans, Scrap Metals, Batteries, Iron, Autos, Copper & Machinery

70 FT. CERTIFIED TRUCK SCALE - OPEN 24/7
ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS 

ALSO SELLING NEW STEEL!

WADENA HIDE & FUR
Hwy. 10 West • Wadena • 218-631-2617 • 800-450-2617

Open M-F 8-5 • Closed Saturdays Until April 22nd
wadenahideandfur.com

001567803r2

TOP PRICES:

RECYCLE!

Open Monday-Friday 8-5; Saturday 8-12

(StatePoint) While a simple 
home upgrade once meant a 
new area rug or fresh coat of 
paint, these days, there are 
new and unexpected ways to 
update your space in order 
to add beauty and comfort to 
your home.

• Think Smart: New tech-
nology can add unexpected 
convenience and luxury to 
your everyday life. Virtual 
assistants like Amazon Al-
exa, Google Assistant and 
Apple HomeKit, can help 
make your space cozy, com-
fortable and secure, giving 
you the ability to control light 
bulbs, door locks, blinds, mu-
sic and more with voice com-
mands. Companion apps also 
allow you to control home 
elements through your phone 
from anywhere.

Particular about your 
shower? Create the perfect 
experience every day by pro-
gramming temperature and 
water flow settings to your 
liking.

Enjoying family movie 
night and don’t want to get off 
the couch? With a WiFi-en-
abled SIMPLEconnect smart 
fan from Hunter Fan Compa-
ny, for example, you can turn 
the light and breeze on and off 
with simple voice commands.

• Living gallery wall: Add 
vitality and beauty to your 
space with a living gallery 
wall, whereby plant life be-
comes a work of art. Known 
as a vertical garden, there are 
many ways to go about it, 
whether it’s affixing planters 
in a pattern to your wall or 
hanging a flat panel of succu-
lents and moss and bordering 
it with a picture frame. This 
will create a lively visual and 
a healthy one at that – add-
ing oxygen to the rooms of 
your home, or even nutrition, 

should you choose to plant 
herbs.

• Add a breeze: Whether 
you live in an old house where 
central air is non-existent or 
you just want to add some 
ventilation to your space with 
a low-key upgrade, there’s 
no need to call in an HVAC 
team. Adding a ceiling fan to 
the landing of your staircase, 
for example, can help pull 

and circulate cool air into the 
upstairs space. Or, consider 
transforming the traditionally 
neglected laundry room into 
a space that’s comfortable 
for getting chores done. The 
addition of a ceiling fan can 
create a breeze and alleviate 
the heat created by the dryer. 
Low-profile versions like the 
Cranbrook from Hunter Fan 
Company, are a good fit for 

the small square footage of a 
laundry room.

For more design or upgrade 
tips, follow Hunter Fan Com-
pany on instagram at @Hunt-
erfanco or visit itsaHunter.
com.

Thinking outside the box 
when updating your space 
can go a long way toward 
adding beauty and comfort to 
your home.

Three unexpected upgrades to add 
beauty and comfort to your home

Overconsumption of energy 
is a problem that plagues many 
homeowners. Wasting energy 
can hurt homeowners’ bottom 
lines and the planet. But many 
homeowners aren’t aware just 
how much energy their homes 
are consuming and even wast-
ing. That’s why a home energy 
audit can be so important.

A home energy audit or as-
sessment investigates just how 
much energy a home consumes 
so homeowners can make their 
homes more energy efficient. 
Audits identify where energy 
is being wasted and can offer 
suggestions to fix the problem.

The U.S. Department of 
Energy advises that the aver-
age U.S. household consumes 
around 90 million BTUs in 
a year. Of the energy used in 
homes, nearly 50 percent goes 
to heating and cooling. Water 
heating, appliances, electron-
ics, and lighting account for 
the remaining consumption. 
Consumers can save between 5 
and 30 percent on home energy 
bills by getting a home energy 
audit and making the adjust-
ments advised by auditors.

There are two types of en-
ergy audits: professional and 
do-it-yourself. Professional 
auditors will go room-to-room 
to assess a home’s energy use. 
Typical testing includes ther-
mographic scans and infrared 
cameras to determine air leak-
age and insulation; a blower 

door test, which depressurizes 
the home and simulates the ef-
fect of a 20 mph wind to find 
air leaks; and watt meter mea-
surements to test energy usage 
by various devices throughout 
the house. 

Before an auditor comes to 
the house, homeowners can 
make a list of any problems or 
concerns they want to discuss 
with the auditor. The auditor 
also may interview the home-
owner to learn about how the 
home normally runs and can 
analyze energy bills to deter-
mine typical energy consump-
tion. Windows, doors, HVAC 
systems, insulation, fireplaces, 
and lighting fixtures all may 
be assessed during a profes-
sional audit.

Even though a professional 
audit is usually the best way 
to determine where a home 
is losing energy, homeowners 

can conduct their own audits 
to detect and fix problems. 
Locating and sealing air leaks, 
addressing inadequate ventila-
tion, checking that insulation 
levels and vapor barriers are 
at recommended levels, and 
inspecting HVAC systems 
should be part of any DIY au-
dit. If a heating/cooling unit 
is more than 15 years old, the 
DOE suggests having it re-
placed with a newer, energy-
efficient unit. 

An energy audit can identify 
areas around a home where 
improvements can be made 
to reduce energy consumption 
and waste. Upgrading to new 
appliances, replacing light 
bulbs, sealing drafts, improv-
ing insulation, and addressing 
moisture and water leaks can 
be good for the environment 
and help homeowners save 
money. FH188175

Considering an energy 
audit? Get informed


