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Although there were
a few setbacks, 2017
turned into a success-
ful year for the city of
Lyons. Here is a month by
month review of all of the
changes that took place.

January

January was the time
when the city of Lyons fi-
nally came to a resolution
to the Bolton Building
issue. The building devel-
oped a hole on the mural
located along the north
wall in 2016. After sitting
for nearly a year the city
and building owner Hearts
and Hands came to a part-
nership to demolish the
structure. The city worked
on a plan to put the struc-
ture in a land bank after
it’s upcoming demolition.

In January part of
the preparations for the
demolition of the Bolton
Building, Dan Hannah
began to look for a new
home for his statue “Bug
on a Stick.” The statue
was commissioned by
Dan Hannah and his
later wife as a celebra-
tion for their many years
of doing business on the
Rice County Courthouse
Square. Later in the year
it finally came to rest at
it’s new home on the east
side of the Lyons Library.

Taylor street was
partially inaccessible in
January due to a collapse
caused by a massive
water main leak. Ap-
proximately 50 feet of
street was inaccessible.
Rice County EMS wasn’t
effected much due to a
low call volume, but on
occasion needed to use
an alternate path to Rice
County District Hospital
until the road was fixed.

In January, City of Ly-
ons received a $300,000
grant for home rehabilita-
tion in Ward Four. The
grant was received from
Kansas Department of
Commerce and went
to fund 14 homes. That
included eight homes
and seven rentals. Work
to properties owned by
landlords were funded
75 percent by the grant
with the landlord re-
quired to put 25 percent
of the costs up front.

In January the Foundry
Road project, add-
ing cement pavement
from Highway 56 to the
Mahindra tractor facil-
ity was nearly complete.
The project started earlier
in December of 2016.
The project finally came
to a close in February.

February

In February the City of
Lyons conducted a traffic
engineering assistance
program (TEAP) study
on American Road. The
study was due to the con-
gestion of traffic to and
from Lyons Middle and
High School. As reported
in the February 7 edi-
tion of the Lyons News,
Superintendent Bill Day
said the gym parking for
the middle school only
had 37 spots and many
were parking on American
Road instead of parking
in the Lyons High School
east parking lot. The study
encompassed an area from
the school west to Kansas
Highway and east to the
intersection of Dinsmore
and American Road. In
the end it was decided to
put up no parking signs
on that section of road.

A joint project between
Quivira Transit and Rice
County EMS to build a
parking garage was com-
pleted in February. The
project started in August
0of 2015, and construction
began on Thanksgiving
0f 2016. Because of the
cold, concrete couldn’t
be poured so the project
was on hold. The garage is
separated into two distinct
sections and it measures
42 feet by 50 feet.

March
It was reported in
the March 7 edition of
the Lyons News that the
Rotary Club of Lyons

donated chairs and tables
to the Bar K Bar Arena.
The tables and chairs
were made from recycled
tires and plastic bottles by
Champlin Tire Recycling
Company in Concordia.

City of Lyons removed
traffic lights at the inter-
section of West Avenue
and Main in March, turn-
ing it into a two-way stop.
The change came after a
TEAP study found the in-
tersection did not require
traffic lights. Prior to the
removal, the streetlights
that were present had
malfunctioned for the past
two years and were left
on a blinking setting.

In March the City of
Lyons began a project to
remove several objects
identified by the Federal
Aviation Administration
(FAA) as obstacles located
around the new 4,400 lin-
ear foot runway at the Ly-
ons Rice County Munici-
pal Airport. The runway
had just been completed
in October of 2016, but
was shortly shut down
due to the discovery of the
obstacles. The runway re-
opened in August of 2017.

April

USD 405 made a deter-
mination that the Lyons
Middle School building
could be demolished
after nearly two years of
trying to find a new use
for it. The demolition
had already been planned
when the school district
passed a bond issue.

Dozens of individu-
als filled up the KSTW
Tractor Facility for a
ribbon cutting of Foundry
Road. The dedication
ceremony had several
speakers including then
mayor Mike Young and
Secretary of Transporta-
tion Richard Carlson.

APAC Shears con-
ducted a complete mill
and overlay of East Taylor
on April 25. The project
began with the milling of
the street. Later, the com-
pany installed a two inch
thick layer of new asphalt.

May

Local fire depart-
ments displayed their
new 15x25 foot American
flag during Safety Day
on Saturday. The flag’s
first use was on Memorial
Day. It was hoisted on a
Lyons Fire Truck at Lyons
Municipal Cemetery.

City of Lyons com-
pleted a sidewalk project
stretching from Wendy’s
to Shopko on the north
side of Highway 56. The
project was long requested
by Lyons citizens for
the safety of pedestri-
ans walking to Shopko
and Dollar General.

June

In June the City of
Lyons began auctioning
off furniture in the old
Lyons City Hall build-
ing in preparation for it’s
demolition. The auction
included several desks
as well as 200 original
bench seats dating back to
1916. The old seats were
installed at a time when
the old city hall served
as a theater. The auction
lasted through July 11.

July

City of Lyons em-
ployees repaired a section
of highway 56 measur-
ing 19 feet by four feet.
It was removed when
Sonic repaired a sewer
line. The sewer line was
needed because of repairs
to the restaurant’s main.

August

City of Lyons Streets
and Flood Control Depart-
ment workers installed the
first of three signs at the
intersection of Main and
Pioneer in August. The
signs are approximately
two feet high and wide.
The signs display the
speed travelers are driving
and urge them to slow
down if they are speeding.

September
City of Lyons installed
temporary grave stones
for those who didn’t
have any. The stones are

included as a budget item
and cost around $500

to $600 annually. That
cost includes the ce-
ment, the plates, letters
and numbers. They are
created in concrete forms
held at the cemetery.

October
In October Lyons
Fire Department was
one of three departments
county wide to receive
a grant from Jacam. The
$4,000 grant received
by Lyons allowed them
to purchase a washer
extractor to clean their
gear after fighting a fire.
November
In November, the
Lyons Bell and Star
was installed for it’s
upcoming 2017 holiday
season. The instilla-
tion took place over a
two-day period on the
week of November 10.
Lyons Police Depart-
ment received a grant to
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purchase three new bullet
proof vests in November.
The grant was received
from US Department
of Justice. Since Chris
Detmer became chief of
the police department
14 years ago, they have
received five such grants.
On November 17, City
of Lyons provided Chase

students with job shadow-
ing opportunities. Several
department heads met
with students individually
to talk about their work
and City Administra-

tor John Sweet gave a
presentation on how to
conduct a job interview.

December
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December marked the
construction of one of
the final Quivira Heights
Housing Project homes
from a 2017 grant. The
grant received by the City
of Lyons which provided
$50,000 towards the con-
struction of two homes.
In all five properties are
left for development.

-

The LynCity Hall of Libary Complex prt n in 2010 after the

city discussed the need to replace the old building. In 2013, the old
SACO building located next to Dairy Queen on West Main Street was
chosen as the new location. The construction began in spring of 2014
and completed in December of that year. The new facility has proven
to be a great asset to the city since its construction.

What should you do
with your tax refund?

You may not get much
of a thrill from filing your
taxes, but the process be-
comes much more enjoy-
able if you’re expecting a
refund. So, if one is head-
ed your way, what should
you do with the money?

The answer depends
somewhat on the size of
the refund. For the 2017
tax year, the average
refund was about $2,760
—not a fortune, but big
enough to make an impact
in your life. Suppose,
for example, that you
invested this amount in a
tax-deferred vehicle, such
as a traditional IRA, and
then did not add another
penny to it for 30 years.
At the end of that time,
assuming a hypothetical
7 percent annual rate of
return, you’d have slightly
more than $21,000 — not
enough, by itself, to allow
you to move to a Carib-
bean island, but still a nice
addition to your retire-
ment income. (You will
need to pay taxes on your

withdrawals eventually,
unless the money was
invested in a Roth IRA, in
which case withdrawals
are tax-free, provided you
meet certain conditions.)
Of course, you don’t
have to wait 30 years be-
fore you see any benefits
from your tax refund. If
you did decide to put a
$2,760 tax refund toward
your IRA for 2018, you’d
already have reached
just over half the allow-
able contribution limit of
$5,500. (If you’re 50 or
older, the limit is $6,500.)
By getting such a strong
head start on funding
your IRA for the year,
you’ll give your money
more time to grow. Also,
if you’re going to “max
out” on your IRA, your
large initial payment
will enable you to put in
smaller monthly amounts
than you might need to
contribute otherwise.

move, it’s not the

only one you can
make. Here are a few
other possibilities:

* Pay down some
debt. At some time or
another, most of us prob-
ably feel we’re carrying
too much debt. If you
can use your tax refund
to help reduce your
monthly debt payments,
you’ll improve your cash
flow and possibly have
more money available
to invest for the future.

* Build an emergency
fund. If you needed a
new furnace or major car
repair, or faced any other
large, unexpected ex-
pense, how would you pay
for it? If you did not have
the cash readily available,
you might be forced to
dip into your long-term
investments. To help
avoid this problem, you
could create an emergency
fund containing three

While using your to six months’ worth of
refund to help fund living expenses, with the
your IRA is a good money kept in a liquid,
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Tax-free Income Is the Best Gift
You Can Give Yourself at Retirement

With an Edward Jones Roth IRA, any earnings are tax-free and

low-risk account. Your tax
refund could help build
your emergency fund.

* Look for other invest-
ment oppor- tunities. If
you have some gaps in
your portfolio, or some
opportunities to improve
your overall diversifica-
tion, you might want to
use your tax refund to
add some new invest-
ments. The more diversi-
fied your portfolio, the
stronger your defense
against market volatil-
ity that might primarily
affect one particular asset
class. (However, diver-
sification, by itself, can’t
protect against all losses
or guarantee profits.)

Clearly, a tax refund
gives you a chance to
improve your overall
financial picture. So
take your time, evalu-
ate your options and
use the money wisely.

This article was writ-
ten by Edward Jones for
use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor.
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distributions can be taken free of penalties or taxes.* You may even

benefit from converting a traditional IRA to a Roth IRA. At Edward

Jones, we spend time getting to know your goals so we can help

you reach them.

To learn more about why an Edward Jones Roth IRA may
make sense for you, call or visit today.

*Earnings distributed from a Roth IRA may be subject to taxes and a
10% penalty if the account is less than five years old and the owner

Pat Fulton
Financial Advisor
113 West Main

Lyons, KS 67554
620-257-3334

is under age 59%.
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tax or legal advice. Please consult your attorney or qualified tax

advisor regarding your situation.
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