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USD 444 offers a four-year-
old preschool at the Learning 
Center in Little River.  
Kindergarten - 5th grade 
classes are located at 
Windom Elementary School 
and 6th -12th at Little River 
Jr./Sr. High School.  We offer 
interactive academic and 
social curriculum that pro-
vides the foundation of solid 
basic skills.

Every student in grades 4-12 
has his or her own personal 
laptop. Progressive use of 
mobile devices, digital media, 
and the Internet are a regular 
part of students’ day. 
Increased student engage-
ment in 21st century technol-
ogies help students master 
the multi-dimensional abilities 
required of them in college 
and the future workforce.

Because we believe quality, 
professional instruction drives 
our success, teachers are 
afforded time each week to 
engage in a professional 
learning community.  Due to 
the focus on school improve-
ment through collaboration, 
Little River students have 
achieved building level stan-
dards of excellence in both 
reading and math, consistent-
ly have met AYP require-
ments, and have been recog-
nized as being in the top 5% 
of high schools in Kansas. 

Reading skills are taught 
through multi-age literature 
circles and math skills are 
taught through Everyday 
Math.  Both incorporate the 
philosophy of focusing on 
individual student achieve-
ment and a variety of ways to 
find the solution to a problem.

Extracurricular activities pro-
vide students with important 
opportunities for personal 
development and growth out-
side the classroom.  USD 
#444 supports a wide variety 
of activities for grades 6-12 in 
the arts and athletics to 
include musicals, plays, 
forensics, instrumental and 
choral competitions, scholars’ 
bowl, volleyball, football, bas-
ketball, baseball, track, and 
wrestling. Our activities pro-
vide students an opportunity 
to meet peers of similar inter-
ests, discover an outlet for 
their talents, and make a 
valuable contribution to our 
school community.

Students have the opportuni-
ty to learn with more hands-

on teacher assistance due to 
our low teacher-student ratio 

throughout 
the district.

USD 444 has a wide range of 
experience levels, with many 
of our teachers having 
advanced degrees.   Two 
USD 444 teachers have been 
inducted into the Kansas 
Teacher Hall of Fame.  Many 
classrooms have additional 
teaching support through 
quality para-professionals.

Character counts in USD 
444.  Windom Elementary 
has a character ed. program 
which focuses on a different 
trait each month.  Students 
learn the importance of 
responsibility and honesty 
through various activities and 
character council.  Students 
also interact with senior citi-
zens through a support group 
known as Tiger Net.

District Office
455 W. Prairie Ave.

P.O. Box 218
Little River, KS 67457

Phone: 620-897-6325 or 
620-897-6324

Little River 
Jr/Sr High

430 Waverly St.
P.O. Box 8

Little River, KS 67457
Phone: 620-897-6201

Windom Elem.
101 E. Olive Ave.

P.O. Box 67
Windom, KS 67491

Phone: 620-489-6241

"ExcEllEncE Through EducaTion"

EARLY   
EDUCATION

EDUCATION         
FOUNDATION

The USD 444 Little River-Win-
dom Education Foundation 
works closely with the school 
district.  Included as part of 
that relationship are 
yearly scholarships 
totaling nearly 
$30,000 per 
year.  

www.USD444.com
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USD 444 serves students 
from Rice, McPherson and 
Ellsworth counties. It’s schools 
are split between Windom 
Elementary School which 
serves students from pre-
kindergarten through 
sixth grade and Little 
River Junior/Senior High 
School that serves students 
seventh through twelfth 
grades. The high school 
has a 12:1 student/teacher 
ratio, allowing for more 
personalized learning and 
instruction.  Small class 
size and great community 
support are a couple of 
reasons that Little River/
Windom is a great place for 
students.   Brent Garrison, 
Superintendent of schools, 
is serving in his second year 
at USD 444.  The Kansas Can 
Vision is one that USD 444 is 
taking seriously. It is our goal 
to meet the needs of all of our 
students and prepare them for 
success once they leave Little 
River.  Students in Little River 
deserve the same chance any 
other student in the state.  It is 
our job to meet the needs of the 
students and provide opportu-
nities.  I am very proud of our 
staff and its commitment to the 
students here at Little River.   

Finding classes that meet 
students’ goals can be a diffi-
cult prospect in a small school, 
however, Little River has met 
the challenge.  Personalizing a 
plan of study through a tai-
lored plan designed to meet 
individual needs is top priority 
for Little River Junior Senior 
High School.  Students enroll 
individually with the principal, 
counselor, and with family input 
to ensure students see a pathway 
for success in both postsecond-
ary education and careers after 
high school.  Students strategi-
cally select their coursework 
according to career interests, 
or possible career interests.

  Eight career and techni-
cal pathways were added this 
year, bringing the total to 
eleven (Finance, Construction 
& Design, Teaching/Training, 

Health Sciences, Auto Mechan-
ics, Engineering and Applied 
Mathematics, Audio Visual, 
Biomedical, Biochemistry, 
Family and Consumer Sciences, 
and Agriculture).  Student 
organizations have been estab-
lished this year as well, Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) 
and Future Health Profession-
als (HOSA) led by Mr. Jaret 
Wohler (FFA) and Mrs. Karen 
Gunther (HOSA).  The district 
is also very excited to have 
its very first FFA chapter and 
agriculture science classes.   
Little River has never officially 
had an FFA chapter.  With this 
program student opportuni-
ties were enhanced greatly.  

  Partnerships with postsec-
ondary educational institutions 
continue to be developed with 
student opportunities to gain 
dual credit through courses as-
sociated with SB155 funding.  
This ensures education remains 
affordable and attainable for 
students in an effort to fuel the 
workforce with qualified gradu-
ates.  Including the fact that stu-
dents only have so many class 
periods during a normal school 
day. The district offers online 

classes through online learning 
programs, certification pro-
grams, and college enrollment 
through Hutchinson Community 
College and Barton Community 
College.  The classes can be tak-
en either on site at Little River 
Junior/Senior High School or at 
the Hutchinson Career Tech-
nology Education Academy.

At Little River Junior Senior 
High School, students have the 
opportunity to explore various 
career pathways, including Sci-
ence Technology Engineering 
Arts Mathematics (STEAM) 
curriculum.  Project Lead the 
Way, a nationally recognized  
STEM Program,  was imple-
mented this year at the seventh 
and eighth grade levels.  Expan-
sion of the program is expected 
annually.   Seventh grade 
students enroll in “Design and 
Modeling” with eighth grade 
students enrolling in “Automa-
tion and Robotics.”  These can 
serve as entry level courses for 
the Engineering pathway in high 
school and robotics course.  

With implementation of 
career and technical education 
at Little River Junior Senior 
High School, students are af-
forded multiple opportunities 
to explore possible careers.  
Students are also accountable 
for establishing short and long-
term goals, and share goals at 
student-led conferences where 
100% of students or families 
attended this year.  Advisory 
periods where students monitor 
grades, receive employabil-
ity skills training, and explore 
careers have been integrated 
four days a week.  Students 
are also participating in more 
job shadow, internship, and 
work study opportunities.  The 
days of college or career are no 
longer.  Students and staff are 
preparing for Little River gradu-
ates to be college AND career 
ready post-graduation. 

Windom Elementary School 

saw a big change at the start of 
the 2017-2018 school year as 
the pre-kindergarten program 
and sixth grade classes moved 
from Little River to Windom.  
While these classes had been 
successful in their locations at 
Little River, the change was 
made to best meet the overall 
needs of students and utiliza-
tion of staff.  The Windom 
school building, now being a 
PreK - 6 facility, has allowed 
for more interaction between 
pre-school age students with 
other grade levels and has given 
the 6th graders an opportunity to 
continue leadership involvement 
throughout the building.  The 
character education program at 
Windom School focuses on nu-
merous positive character traits 
and is sometimes themed around 
the tiger mascot of the school.  
T.I.G.E.R. - Teamwork, Integ-
rity, Gratitude, Education, Re-
spect and A.M.B.U.S.H. (a fam-
ily of tigers) - Always Mindful 
Be Understanding Stay Humble.

   After the completion of a 
greenhouse project during the 
2016-17 school year the school 
held its first Spring Plant Sale in 
April of 2017.   This event was 
very successful and will be held 
again in May 2018.  Students 
and staff utilize the greenhouse 
through late spring.  During a 
few cold winter months plants 
and activities are moved in-
doors.  The greenhouse will re-
open in mid-February as plants 
started in the classroom will be 
moved back outside.  Science, 
math, writing, and language arts 
activities are integrated easily 
into greenhouse projects and 
activities.  The district continues 
to use the plant sales and other 
activities as a way to keep the 
community invested and aware 
of the greenhouse project.   The 
greenhouse is becoming a self-
sustaining projected as funds 
from a Fall Mums Sale and the 
Spring Plant Sale not only allow 

for maintenance and purchasing 
of needed items, but also pro-
vides funds for educational field 
trips and other student activities.  
Big strides have been made in 
the area of hands on learning at 
USD 444. The district recently 
completed a Green House project 
that resulted in a new 18 x 32 
foot state of the art facility for 
learning.  Staff, students, and 
community have embraced the 
greenhouse.   It is large enough 
to accommodate an entire class 
of children as they use plants to 
learn about science, math, writ-
ing and various other academics. 
To prepare for the coming spring 
semester of plant learning the 
teachers have prepared lessons 
plans by meticulously combing 
through their curriculum and 
finding ways to apply subjects 
to the greenhouse. Students 
have also prepared by growing 
plants over the past few months 
in their classrooms for the 
greenhouse. This took place in 
a special classroom dubbed the 
“Bloom Room.”  The students’ 
plants will later be sold to help 
further raise greenhouse fund-
ing. The Greenhouse was funded 
by grants and is self sustaining 
with on cost to the district.  

Individuals who would like 
to contact USD 444 can contact 
Windom Elementary’s principal 
Jon Paden at (620) 489-6241, 
Principal Audrey Herbst of 
Little River Junior/Senior High 
School at (620) 897-6201, or 
Superintendent Brent Garrison 
at (620) 897-6324.

USD 444 Little River/ Windom
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with 12:1 student/staff ratio 
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