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Three Black Bears return to
defend 3-2-1A tennis title

By Mike COURSON

For the first time in 18
years at Sterling, tennis
coach Curtis Thompson
enters a season as the
reigning state champion.
Last spring, the Black
Bears dominated the field
at the Class 3-2-1A State
Championships to win the
title. Thompson will have
three of his players back
from that team.

The Black Bears did
take a few knocks to
graduation. Kyler Com-
ley, a fifth-place medalist
in 2017 and four-year
state qualifier, is gone,
as are Max Fulbright and
Edward Weiner, who
qualified for two state
tournaments and picked
up crucial points last year.

Junior William Weiner
is this spring’s top return-
er. Weiner’s first two var-
sity seasons have already

netted him state medals
with a third-place finish
last year and a sixth-place
finish in 2016. Weiner
will also be defending a
league title in 2018.
Another league cham-
pion from 2017 is senior
Kenan Comley. Comley
could be a wild card for
Thompson as a singles
player, or he could remain
a doubles player. Last
spring, Comley teamed up
with Brett Riffel to win a
league championship and
place ninth at state. The
junior Riffel also returns.
Comley will be the
lone senior on this year’s
squad. The rest of the
roster includes more re-
turners in juniors Cooper
Galyon, Bryce Wilson,
Jeremy Thorpe, and Andy
Norez, and sophomores
Tucker Robson, Joshua
Curtis, and Jordan Mul-
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Jacam is proud to support
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lins.

Newcomers to the
2018 squad include
juniors Garrett Sankey,
Logan Weigel, and Ryan
Birzer, and freshmen Ja-
cob Bates, Ryan Brewing-
ton, and Colton Sant.

There will be some
shake-ups when it comes
to state later this spring.
Sacred Heart’s Stratton
Brown, the two-time
defending state champion
and a two-time runner up
before that, has moved on
to play at Creighton Uni-
versity. On the doubles’
side, three of the top-four
teams have all graduated.

The 2018 Sterling tennis team is, back row from left: Andy Norez, Ryan Birzer,
Tucker Robson, Logan Weigel, Garrett Sankey, and Jeremy Thorpe. Middle row:
Kenan Comley, Bryce Wilson, William Weiner, Cooper Galyon, and Joshua Cur-
tis. Front row: Jacob Bates, Colton Sant, Ryan Brewington, and Jordan Mullins.
(courtesy photo)
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