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EHS principal continues

to struggle with health

By KAREN LA PIERRE

As of press time
Wednesday morning,
Ellinwood High School
Principal Mark Cook
remains in the University
of Kansas Medical Cen-
ter with serious health
issues.

The family has relied
on their Christian faith to
make it through the dark
times.

“I have given God
praise for the blessings he
has given us and leaned
on him during the dark
times,” said Cook’s wife
Signe in a Facebook mes-
sage. “There are several
Christian hymns or songs
that come to me at the
right moment.

“Another thing that has

helped us is the amount
of support that he is get-
ting on Facebook. We are

definitely not alone in this

fight. There have been
many students who have
reached out. They express
that they want to be here
for Mr. Cook because

he has done so much for
them.

“One of the night
nurses is former student
from Lakin. He has
touched so many lives
and isn’t done yet.

“A volunteer that has

been bringing in the (elec-

tronic) cards said it is the
most that has ever been
delivered to one patient.”

The cards are printed
in greeting card form.
The link is: https://www.
kansashealthsystem.com/
patient-visitor/send-card/
send-message-to-patient

As of June 13, Cook
has been has been in the
hospital 19 days, with 18
in intensive care. He is
undergoing dialysis and
continues to have white
blood cell counts that
spike. His health issues
began unexpectedly in
mid-May and include a
flight to the Kansas City
hospital.

Cook’s primary diag-
nosis is tentative for acute
viral myocarditis, but he
hasn’t been a typical case.

“They do not know
for certain what virus or
if it was the virus that
originally caused all of
this,” Signe said. “Mark
has improved a lot with
the blood transfusion.
We thank everyone who
donates blood. You never
know when you will be
in a situation where you
will need it.
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“The nurses are saying
his journey has been more

difficult due to the fact
that there are so many

new issues that have come
up. There hasn’t been just

one issue to focus on.

“Getting his heart
shocked (6 times) has
given his body quite a
shock.

“I am making a list of
the many blessings we
have already been given.
That is also helping me
get through this. Mark is
a fighter.

“We will get through
this.”

Extreme Ice in El-

linwood held a fundraiser

last week for Cook. All
proceeds went to the
Cook family.

The Snow Barn in
Herrington, originally
owned by the Cooks, also
held a fundraiser for the
family.

“The fundraiser was
wildly successful,” said
Ben Jacobs, owner of
Extreme Ice. “Through
the generosity of the
citizens of Ellinwood

and the surrounding area,

Extreme Ice was able to
raise $3,413.10 for the
Cook family.

“Extreme Ice opened

on Mr. Cook Day at noon

with approximately 40
people waiting to be
served and did not stop
accommodating cus-
tomers until 10:30 p.m.
There was never a time
in the interim in which a
customer was not being
served, and the line was
consistently at 10 cus-
tomers or greater.

“It was an extremely
moving event. Beyond
the fundraising aspect,
the emotional and sym-

bolic support provided to

the family by the attend-
ees and their actions is

something that will serve

the Cook family well
during this trying time.
I’m supremely proud of
the Ellinwood commu-
nity in supporting one of
its own.”

' Catch-A-Ride

General Public Transportation

Daily service in Great Bend and 10 mile surrounding radius

Mon.-Fri.: 6 AM - 10 PM
Saturday: 9 AM - 8 PM
Sunday: 8 AM - 5 PM

M-F routes serving Barton, Rush, Rice, Pawnee, and Stafford
Counties twice daily with hours varying per county

Advance Reservations Required

Seat available basis - 1st Come 1st Served

620-792-7797

(TTY available)

Project funded in part by the KDOT Public Transit Program
\ and Sunflower Diversified Services
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REAL ESTATE, INC.

1101 Williams Street GREAT BEND, KS
792-2128 1-800-281-2128

GREAT FAMILY HOME!
Walking distance to down-
town-Post Office, City Of-
fice, Churches, Shopping &
Restaurants. 5 bed/1.75 bath
Traditional-style home w/
wrap around porch. Remod-
eled kitchen w/new counter-
tops, backsplash, underneath
lighting, soft-closing cabinets
& beautiful tile floors. Hard-
wood floors in living room/
dining room & bedrooms.
Backdoor is handicapped ac-
cessible w/ramp. Situated on
double/corner fenced-in yard.
Includes 540 sq.ft. Barn w/
fantastic  loft/storage/work-
shop. 109 W. 2nd St.

NEW - CLASSIC CHAR-
ACTER & CHARM! Great
location. Large corner lot.
Golf course is just a swing
away! 4 bd/1.75 bath w/
BEAUTIFUL, original wood-
work, built-in cabinets, hard-
wood floors, large rooms &
closets with TONS of space.
Utility & bath on main floor
w/walk in shower. Plus, a
cozy sunroom with an abun-
dance of natural light. Full,
unfinished basement. Partial
privacy fence. 200 N Wilhelm

Ave.

Missing Person

Megan Foglesong

has been missing
since late 2015. She is
5’4" tall and weighs
appx. 150 Ibs.

Anyone with infor-

mation is encouraged
to call the Rice County
Sheriff’s Office at
(620) 257-7876.
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This year’s

Ellinwood

After Harvest

Festival is
scheduled for
July 19-21.
Watch for our
AHF special
section in

the July 13

edition of the
Leader

Van

DIVERSIFIED SERVICES, INC.

our clients

NOT required!

Sunflower Diversified Services has the following
positions open working with our adult clients with
developmental & physical disabilities.

Employment Services: full-time, supporting clients as they experience
employment activities to enhance their lives

Residential Support: full or part-time, in-home support & coaching for
our clients day-to-day activities, flexible scheduling

Recycle Route Driver: full-time, M-F daytime hours, must be physically
able to life & move up to 50 Ibs, driver must pass KCC physical & possess a
valid KS driver’s license

Awake Overnights: full-time, flexible scheduling, in-home support for

Sterling Residential Support: part-time, in-home support & coaching for
an adult male client. 6-9 pm during the week & 9-noon on Saturdays

Catch-a-ride General Public Transportation Driver: full & part-time
available, drivers are required to participate in the KDOT drug testing program,
pass a KCC physical, and possess a valid Kansas Driver’s License. A CDL is

Complete benefits, generous PTO, paid training, training bonus, 90 day
bonus. Stop by 8823 4th St or 1521 K-96 Hwy to pick up an application or
email SDS-HR @sunflowerdiv.com to have an application emailed to you.

Starting pay for the above listed positions is $9.00 per hour.

“I’'m justireally tired
and frustrated. Dad
called and he forgot
to.take his medicine

“What’s the
Matter?”

“How many
times has that

“This is'the second
time this week. You
know how he gets,
irritable and
confused+”
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“Don’t saygit, I’'m not
putting him in the nursing
home, he doesn’t want
to go and [ don’t
want to
ake hims”

“Well, you know
what’s going to

“Dad just need\s/help. He needs
reminders to take his medicine,
drink his water.... someone to
fix him a meal, encourage
him to eat and pick
up around

“I know, but
what choice
do you have?”

“You'don’t have
time for that, you

“I know, I know,
I don’t know what
to do, or who
to call....”
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When family and friends can’t be

there, we can. Call us today.

“Touching ("
Hearts h%)e

The Aeart of home care.

Call us: 620-639-2790

website: www.touchinghearts.com/centralkansas/

*Trained *Bonded *Insured *Reliable Staff



