By KAReN LA PIERRE

A regal Monarch butterfly
emerging from its chrysalis is
a fascinating study of nature
performing what is a routine
task for a butterfly.

Pam Martin, educator with
the Kansas Department of
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism
has been raising Monarch
butterflies from eggs to full
size in the Education Room at
Kansas Wetlands Education
Center.

As the butterfly emerges,
its abdomen is full of fluid,
and its wings are crumpled. It
pumps the fluid into its wings
and is full size in about 15
minutes.

The butterfly gently flut-
ters its wings for four hours to
dry them off.

Martin will then release the
butterflies at KWEC.

Earlier this summer, Mar-
tin found 10 eggs on common

milkweed, which is where the
butterflies lays its eggs. She
started them in petri dishes
where they stayed through
four developmental stages.

Then they were taken out
and put in a small cage with
a milkweed stem. The cater-
pillar makes the chrysalis in
about 24 hours.

From eggs to butterfly
takes about 30 days, depend-
ing on temperature. They live
in the chrysalis for about 10
days.

These butterflies will live a
little less than a month. They
will not be the butterflies that
migrate to Mexico.

Their offspring will mi-
grate to Mexico, a nine month
trip. It will not breed during
that time because that takes a
lot of energy.

“(Scientists) still aren’t
sure what they keys are,” of
how their bodies know to
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migrate instead of breeding,
Martin said. It is suspected it
is daylight triggered.

“It’s pretty darn cool,” she
said. “We use them to teach
lifecycles and adaptations.”

There is concern for the
future of Monarch butterfly.

Martin said, in the wild,
one female will lay 200-300
eggs. The percentage that live
varies, but the butterflies face
many obstacles to life.

This includes parasitic bac-
teria, protozoa, and pesticides.
She said the migration is
an adaptation. The butterflies
are following a food source,
milkweed, all the way from
Mexico to southern Canada.

“They developed a way to
utilize a food source in a non-
tropical area,” Martin said.

The population of Monarch
butterflies is up and down.
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This Monarch butterfly emerges from the dark colored chrysalis and
within 15 minutes, is full size. There were 10 chrysalis’ one day last
week being raised at Kansas Wetlands Education Center.

(photo by Karen La Pierre)

8TH ANNUAL

FUN RUN/WALK

benefiting our Pawnee County
Athletes to improve physical
Fitness

AUGUST 25TH 2018

at 8:00 a.m.

Sign up starts at 7:30 a.m.

o ® () PAWNEE VALLEY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL © © o
923 Carroll Ave - Larned, KS 67550

-

5K Run/Walk:
Shirt Only:
To be guaranteed a T-shirt register before or on August 17th 2018
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$20.00
$10.00

1 Mile Run/Walk: $15.00
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