
By Melissa Nech
The official ribbon-

cutting and celebration 
of the implementation 
of the High Visibility 
Crosswalk at Hoisington 
Activity Center was held 
on Wednesday, Aug. 1, at 
11 a.m. Dr. Joyce Ellis of 
Fort Hays State University 
represented the Governor’s 
Council on Fitness at the 
celebration.

Ellis said the grant ap-
plication was well-written 
and addressed each part 
of the mission “to encour-
age increased physical 
activity, healthy diets and 
tobacco-use prevention by 
sharing information with 
Kansans and partnering 
with businesses, schools 
and individuals to promote 
healthy lifestyles.” 

The Governor’s 
Council on Fitness granted 
Barton County Health De-
partment project funds for 
the crosswalk through the 
Chronic Disease Risk Re-
duction grant, coordinated 
by Janel Rose. The High 
Visibility Crosswalk to 
Hoisington Activity Center 
was identified as one of 
the measures that would 
increase safety of residents 
and students going to the 
center daily. 

The $10,000 grant 
funding was also used 
to develop the sidewalk 
design along Main Street 
south of Highway 56 in 
Ellinwood.  Rose was noti-
fied of the award to install 
the new crosswalk on 
Hoisington’s Susank Road 
in March 2018.

Other invited guests 
included the Barton County 
Commissioners, County 
Administrator Phil Ha-
thcock, Hoisington City 
Administrator Jonathan 
Mitchell and Hoisington 
City Council Members, 
USD 431 Superintendent 
Bill Lowry, Clara Barton 
Hospital Administrator 
Jim Blackwell, County 

Engineer Barry McMa-
naman, Road & Bridge 
Director Darren Williams, 
Hoisington Recreation 
Commission Director Chris 
Kinman, GPS students, Be 
Well Barton County task 
force members, Barton 

County Sheriff Ballendir 
and Hoisington Police 
Chief Kenton Doze.

The new High Visibility 
Crosswalk has  thermo-
plastic materials embedded 
into the asphalt using a heat 
process to make it a long-

lasting crosswalk. The de-
sign used was ladder strip-
ing. Ladder striping makes 
crosswalks more visible to 
motorists and pedestrians. 
Traditional parallel lines 
are less expensive to install 
and maintain, but are more 

difficult to see, especially 
with wear. 

Doze reminds driv-
ers that the highdefinition 
crosswalk is the “same 
as any other crosswalk” 
and asks drivers to please 
watch for pedestrians.

6 - Central Kansas Rocket - Week of August 12, 2018 

Call us: 620-639-2790
website: www.touchinghearts.com/centralkansas/

When family and friends can’t be there, we can.  Call us today.
“Mom needs some help at home. 

She doesn’t get around as well as she 
used to. She could manage at home 
if she had just a little help. Someone 
to remind her it’s time to take her 
medicine, and help fix her a meal, 
maybe pick up around the house. “

“I’m working and taking my kids 
to their activities, and just don’t have 
time to check on her as often as she 
needs......”

“What am I going to do? Dad 
called and needs me to take 
him to the doctor again today. 
He needs to go, but I can’t 
miss another day of work. My 
sister lives 100 miles away 
and can’t help, so it’s up to 
me. I don’t think he’s been 
eating a decent meal or drink-
ing his water like he should 
either.  I can’t do this alone, 
I need some help and so does 
he.”

We provide non-medical home care services for older 
adults, seniors, and people with 

medical conditions and/or disabilities

1222 Kansas Ave.
620-792-5769

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE • R-RATED FILMS REQUIRE PHOTO I.D.

Check our website for details –
goldenbelt6.com

facebook.com/goldenbelt6

DAILY AT 4:20•7:00
Matinee 1:30

Late Show Fri. & Sat. 9:40

DAILY AT 4:20•6:55
Matinee 1:45

Late Show Fri. & Sat. 9:30

DAILY AT 5:00•7:30
Matinee 2:15

Late Show Fri. & Sat. 9:50

DAILY AT 4:30•7:10
Matinee 1:50

Late Show Fri. & Sat. 9:50
DAILY AT 5:00

Matinee 1:40
Late Show Fri. & Sat. 9:00

HOTEL 
TRANSYL-
VANIA 3

THE DARKEST 
MINDS

(PG)
2D

DISNEY’S 
cHRISTOPHER 
RObIN

THE SPY WHO 
DUMPED ME
MISSION 
IMPOSSIbLE:
FALLOUT

DAILY AT 4:40•7:20
Matinee 2:00

Late Show Fri. & Sat. 9:55(PG13)
2D

THE 
MEG

(PG)
2D

(PG13)
2D

(PG13)
2D

(R)
2D

3 Bedroom/2 Bath Duplex
Garage & Safe Room

Larned, KS

Scientists believe 
the goal for a sustain-
able population is 9-11 
hectares for the roost in 
Mexico.

Martin said in 2013-
14, there were approxi-
mately two-thirds of a 
hectare. “The population 
is way down,” she said.

“It’s not the Mon-
arch butterfly itself that 
is endangered, it is the 
migration itself that is 
endangered,” Martin said. 
“It would be such a shame 
to lose this phenomenal 
migration and this behav-
ior of this butterfly.”

Martin has been rais-
ing butterflies since she 
was a kid. Her grandfather 
collected butterflies and 
moths.

“He encourage me and 
I just had the interest,” 
Martin said. “Now I get to 
raise them and share them 
with other people.”

KWEC will host a 
butterfly festival at 9 a.m. 
to noon Sept. 15. Par-
ticipants will have the op-
portunity to tag butterflies 
as well as make milkweed 
plant bombs to take home.

There will also be a 
variety of other activities.

Tagging butterflies has 
become an annual event. 
Some of those tagged 
here have been found in 
Mexico.

Butterflies
continued from page 1
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Birzer speaks at
Rotary meeting

By Ryan CaRlson

The second annual 
Rice County Heritage 
Festival drew individuals 
from around the county 
to Workman Park in 
Lyons on Saturday.

The festival is the 
creation of Lyons-based 
civic organization We 
Are Lyons. We Are 
Lyons President Donna 
Gurney felt this year’s 
event showed continued 
success in displaying the 
history of the county.

The event began with a 
parade. This year’s parade 
had 25 entrants spanning 

Lyons, Norton, Saint 
John, Cheney, Ellsworth, 
Chase McPherson and 
Sterling. The parade 
started at 10:00 a.m. and 
moved west from Wal-
nut to Workman Park 
on Commercial Street.

The opening cer-
emonies began directly 
after the parade. This 
year, Debbie Schmidt 
winner of Sterling Old 
Fashioned 4th of July’s 
national anthem contest 
sang the Star Spangled 
Banner. The  national 
anthem was preceded 

By luCky kidd

A 20-year law enforcement 
veteran was named Lyons Chief of 
Police Monday. Justin Holliday’s 
appointment was ratified by the 
Lyons City Council on recommen-
dation of a panel that interviewed 
three candidates July 17. The panel 
comprised City Administrator Chad 
Buckley, City Attorney Mark Tre-
maine, Human Resources Director 
Sandy Taverner, and McPherson 
Police Chief Robert McClarty, 
who was brought in as the subject 
matter expert based on his three 
decades of Law Enforcement. 

Holliday, a Chase native, worked 
in law enforcement in southwest 
Kansas including ten years service 
as Sheriff of Morton County, by 
virtue of which he also served as 
police chief in Elkhart. He returned 
to Rice County at the conclusion of 
his term as Sheriff in 2017. Since 

returning he has worked for the Ly-
ons and Sterling Police Department 
and Rice County Sheriff’s Office. 

 In remarks to the council fol-

lowing his swearing in, Holliday 
said he was honored and humbled to 
be selected as the successor to Chris 

By Mike CouRson

“The race is on and here comes 
pride down the back stretch. Heart-
ache’s going to the inside.” George 
Jones wrote it and sang it, Sawyer 
Brown covered it, and politi-
cal candidates lived it on a lively 
primary election night Tuesday.

Topeka’s Laura Kelly easily won 
the Democratic primary for Kansas 
governor. Her Republican opponent 
remained undetermined into the 
wee hours of Wednesday morning 
with incumbent Jeff Colyer and Kris 
Kobach separated by fewer than 100 
votes with four-fifths of the pre-

cincts in the state’s most populous 
county still uncounted. After John-
son County votes were counted, 
Kobach holds just a 191-vote lead 
over Colyer. All election counts are 
unofficial until county canvases.

“Given the historically close 
margin of the current tabulation, 
the presence of thousands of as yet 
uncounted provisional ballots and 
the extraordinary problems with 
the count, particularly in John-
son County, this election remains 
too close to call,” said Colyer 
in a statement on Wednesday.

“In the 2014 primary, 6,333 

provisional ballots were cast. The 
current margin is 0.06 percent. This 
is the equivalent of a 2-vote margin 
in a 5,000-vote race with hun-
dreds of votes left to count. We are 
committed to ensuring that every 
legal vote is counted accurately 
throughout the canvassing process.”

Local races were decided earlier. 
For Rice County Commission, 
District 1, Derek McCloud kept 
his seat with 247 votes to defeat 
Rocky Summers’ 108 votes.

Former Rice County Attorney 
Scott McPherson was locked in a 
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Council confirms Holliday as chief of police
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Youth wrestlers attempt take downs at the 
Renegades wrestling camp held last week. 
                                 (photo by Ryan Carlson)

Lyons City Administrator Chad Buckley stands with Lyons Police Chief Justin Holliday.                                          
(photo by Ryan Carlson)

ElEction 2018
Kobach, Colyer still undecided in primary

New chief named
By Ryan CaRlson

Sometimes get-
ting new kids into 
wrestling can be dif-
ficult, but a wrestling 
clinic held all week at 
Central Elementary in 
Lyons did just that.

The clinic was hosted 
by the Renegades, a 
rice county based youth 
wrestling team. The camp 
served as a training camp 
for the club as well as a 
way to break the ice for 
potential new wrestlers.  
The camp was held last 
year for just a single six 
hour session. After seeing 
it’s popularity officials 
decided to expand it. 
“It’s been four hours a 
day for five days,” said 
Coach Joel Grizzle.

The camp was lim-
ited to fifteen. Of those, 
three children came to 
the camp from outside 
Lyons. Grizzle said 

Young wrestlers attend
clinic at Central Elementary

those three could po-
tentially join the club.

The training was done 
by Ryne Cokely. He is 
originally from Wiscon-
sin and currently wrestles 
for Fort Hays State 
University. 12 hours of 
his coaching was spent in 
the neutral position with 
the wrestlers standing up. 
Four hours were spent 
on wrestlers practicing 
movements from on top 
of their opponent and oth-
er five hours struggling 
against their opponent 
on bottom. “I saw two of 
them that have wrestled 
with us really improve 
this week,” said Grizzle.

The Renegade Wres-
tling Club has been 
around for over 30 years. 
The club focuses on pre-
paring youth to wrestle 
in middle and high 
school. During the sea-
son the wrestlers spend 
two to three hours a day 
on Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday wrestling dur-
ing the season. That sea-
son lasts from November 
to March. “We try to be 
a feeder system into the 
middle school and high 
school,” said Grizzle.

Second annual Rice County Heritage Festival a success

By Ryan CaRlson

Justin Holliday, origi-
nally from Chase, is now the 
Lyons Chief of Police.

Holliday graduated from Chase 
High School and left for West-
ern Kansas. He started his law 
enforcement career in 1998 with 
Elkhart Police Department. He 
worked for the Morton County 
Sheriff’s Office and the Elkhart 
Police Department. In 2006 he 
became the sheriff in Morton 
County and Elkhart Police Chief. 
He moved to Lyons in 2016 and 

got a job with the Lyons Police 
Department. He has worked for 
the Rice County Sheriff’s Of-
fice since January of 2018.

As chief of police, Holliday’s 
biggest focus is going to be drugs 
and crime. He said where drugs 
are found, crime follows. “If you 
have anything to do with drugs 
then hopefully I’ll see you in 
the near future,” said Holliday.

Although Holliday is plan-
ning to be tough on drugs, he said 

see goals, page 3

Holliday outlines goals as chief

By Ryan CaRlson

Lyons Police De-
partment is prepar-
ing to host their 2018 
Hunter Safety Course. 

The course will take 
place on October 13 at 
9 a.m. and last until 4 
p.m. at the Celebration 
Centre. The shoot and 
trail walking portion 
of the course will take 
place at the Rice County 
Sports Club, 380 18th 
Road Geneseo, Kansas.

During the course a 
lunch will be provided 
by Quail Forever. Indi-
viduals should call Au-
dree Aguilera to reserve 
a spot at 620 257 2320. 
Seating for the course is 
limited to 25 students.

LPD Hunter
Safety Course 
coming in 
October

The Sunflower Stompers march in the Heri-
tage Festival Parade held last Saturday 
morning.                   (photo by Ryan Carlson)
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New crosswalk gives safer access to Hoisington Activity Center

A ribbon cutting for the new Susank Road crosswalk located west of the Activity Center was held last Wednes-
day. The new crosswalk offers higher visibility and more safety for pedestrians.           (photo by Melissa Nech)


