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TROPHY HOIST – Pawnee Heights players hoist the 
championship trophy after winning the 6-man State 
Championship in 2017 played on Dodge City’s Demon 
Field. The Tigers’ 62-12 win over Cheylin marked the 
school’s first-ever state football title          
                                                         (Tiller file photo)                                                                                                                             
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play. While the agree-
ment was appreciated, the 
Indians’ own struggles with 
roster numbers and records 
over the next five years 
wasn’t the sport-saver Tiger 
fans were looking for.

Meanwhile, further 
west, Weskan coach Marc 
Cowles and Wheatland-
Grainfield athletic direc-
tor Terry Ostmeyer were 
hatching their own alterna-
tive to survival in Eight-
Man Division II. In the 
spring of 2014, they took 
their plan to the Kansas 
Interscholastic Athletic Ad-
ministrators Association, 
who voted 8-1 in favor of 
a two-year, non-sanctioned 
six-man football league for 
the 2016-17 football cycle.

As soon as the word 
came down, Pawnee 
Heights jumped aboard, 
along with four other 
schools to form a seven-
team league. To fill the 
schedule, teams would 
play home-and-home with 
a playoff bracket that led 
to championship and third 
place state-style games at 
Demon Field in Dodge 
City in the first annual Wild 
West Bowl.

The Tigers finished 6-3 
in that first season, losing 
to 2016 champ Weskan 36-
18 in a fast-paced contest.

First-year coach Jeff 
Chambers gathered his 
players and a good share 
of the community in the 
endzone after the game, 
promising that the Tigers 
would be back next year to 
get the trophy. “You could 
see it in faces, the way they 
all wanted it,” Chambers 
said. “The people wanted 
it; the players wanted it. It 
was their chance to put a 
uniform on again and go 
represent their community 
and their school. That’s the 
thing we wanted to make 
sure that we did just to 
give them something to be 
proud of.”

The Tigers hit the 
weights over the off-season 
and were back on the field 
in 2017. After the Home-
coming blowout, Chambers 
ticked off the remaining 
games to the championship 
in Dodge City, telling fans 
to “be sure and be there, 
because we will.”

The Tigers ended the 
season unbeaten and 9-0, 
culminating in a 62-12 
rout of Cheylin. Not only 
was the Wild West Bowl’s 
big hardware PHH’s first 
state title in several years, 
it marked the first football 
championship trophy of 
any kind in school history. 
Scott earned Six-man Of-
fensive Player of the Year 
as well as first team honors 
as defensive linebacker 
and return specialist.

A three-sport athlete 
at PHHS, Scott will have 
some choices to make in 
his senior season. Cham-
bers has been fielding calls 
from junior college football 
coaches in Kansas and 
Oklahoma, as well as of-
fers from Sterling College, 
Fort Hays State University, 

Kansas University and 
Kansas State.

Halfway home – In 
its second cycle and third 
season, the six-man as-
sociation has grown to 11 
teams in two divisions for 
2018-19. Pawnee Heights 
now can boast its first full 
season slate (eight different 
regular season opponents) 
since 2010 as a member of 
the South Division, along 
with newcomers Rolla, 
Moscow and Ashland.

The North Division 
features Weskan, Bird City-
Cheylin, Golden Plains, 
Natoma and Western 
Plains.

Wheatland-Grainfield, 
a six-man charter member, 
elected to return to eight-
man for the upcoming 
cycle. “I’m pretty sure that 
they will be back,” noted 
Pywell. “The school board 
decision was 4-3 to go 
to eight-man and maybe 
won’t be sustainable; be-
sides that gives them some 
tough established schools 
on their schedule.

“Their reasoning was 
that maybe their players 
would get more scholarship 
notice if they are involved 
with an eight-man pro-
gram. That same argument 
was used at the beginning 
of eight-man when schools 
were considering drop-
ping down from 11-man 
football.

“College coaches are 
more interested in the 
athletic abilities of indi-
vidual players rather than 
a team’s record,” Pywell 
added. “We’ve already 
seen some quality indi-
viduals get looks from our 
six-man league. Football 
is football, whether there’s 
11, eight or six players on 
the field.”

Meanwhile, the Kansas 
High School Activities As-
sociation’s bylaws mandate 
that to receive its official 
sanction, a minimum of 
24 schools must combine 
to form a new classifica-
tion – similar to the process 
bowling went through to 
become a KSHSAA-spon-
sored sport.

But Pywell – who 
now serves as the six-man 
conclave’s commissioner 
– noted that the program’s 
success over the past two 
years has other small 
schools looking to join by 
the next cycle, as roster 
numbers and scheduling 
difficulties remain a part of 
football’s ebb and flow.

“I can think of about 
four schools right off the 
bat that have expressed 
an interest,” Pywell said. 
“There may be some more 
schools in the eastern part 
of the state that may turn 
to us.

“The goal is, of course, 
to get 24 schools signed 
up,” he said. “That might 
be a ways off yet.

“But one thing I can tell 
you is, six man football in 
Kansas is here to stay, for 
those who want it. It’s a 
great game and it’s really 
fun to watch.”

6-Man
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Another year older, Ellinwood.  

Happy 140th Birthday!

Welcome to the 

39th Annual After Harvest Festival!

BY MIKE COURSON
Somebody call a doctor. 

Or two. For the first time 
in eight years, there will 
be co-Grand Marshals at 
this year’s After Harvest 
Festival Parade. Doc-
tors Charlie Joslin and 
Christopher Brown have 
earned the honor for their 
service to the community 
via their work at Ellin-
wood District Hospital 
and Clinic. 

“They are just excep-
tional people as well 
as good doctors,” said 
Richard Kimple, chair-
man of the hospital board. 
“I think this was one of 
the things we felt as a 
community we could do 
to say thank you for the 
wonderful service they’ve 
provided our community 
and let them know they’re 
appreciated here.”

There have been other 
co-Marshals in recent 
years, but not since 2006 
when the title went to 
Bernice Petz, Eloise Win-
kleman, and Joan Drees 
has the honor gone to a 
non-married duo.

“It is a great honor to be 
chosen as Grand Marshal 
because of the unique 
place the After Harvest 
Festival has in the heart 
of the community,” Joslin 
said. “The first summer I 
was here I took note that 
folks seemed to be as ex-
cited for after harvest as 
they would be for Christ-
mas. It is a lot of fun, 
meant to be a lot of fun 
and a moment to enjoy 
life after a hard season of 
work.”

The road to Ellinwood 
is a long one for both doc-
tors. Brown spent most 
of his life in Kansas City 
but began to broaden his 
view of the rest of state 
while attending Kansas 
State University. In those 
days, Brown became 
acquainted with Olathe 
family physician Dr. 
Doug Brooks and thought 
his path would eventually 
lead him to join Brooks in 
practice. 

“He epitomized what I 
still hold to be very im-
portant qualities of a fam-
ily doctor,” Brown said. “ 
One, be very knowledge-
able in your field; two, 
treat your patients with 
the utmost respect as fel-
low human beings, and 
three, endeavor to make 
sure a person leaves your 
office feeling better than 
when they came in.”

In his time at KU Med 
in Kansas City, Brown 
began to realize how 
much he missed the 
western part of Kansas 
and the people who made 
up those communities. He 
entered residency at Fam-
ily Medicine at Smoky 

Hill in Salina as part of a 
program geared to bring 
primary care physicians 
to rural Kansas. 

After getting his license 
a year later, Brown had 
the opportunity to “moon-
light” in various com-
munities over the next 
two years. He spent time 
in Smith Center, Onaga, 
Ness City, and St. Mary’s.

“After graduation from 
residency, I continued to 
work weekends here and 
there, and that is how I 
was introduced to Ellin-
wood,” said Brown.

Joslin has also worked 
in various hospitals 
around the state. He 
spent 13 years in Wichita, 
then spent six years as a 
primary care physician in 
Russell. He has also spent 
time in a private practice 
as a partner of Hillside 
Medical Office after com-
pleting residency at the 
Wesley Family Practice 
program.

“When I was consider-
ing other practice loca-
tions, a dear friend of 
ours happened to know of 
EDH searching for a pro-
vider, and hence we were 
introduced,” Joslin said. 

Brown was the lone 
provider of primary 
care in Ellinwood until 
he helped recruit Joslin 
several years ago. The 
teamwork is another rea-
son the pair was selected 
as co-Marshals.

“Most of my life, if 
you wanted a doctor in 
Ellinwood you had one 
doctor to choose from,” 
Kimple said. “Now you 
can call the clinic and 
make an appointment and 
you can choose between 
three. The quality, the 
choice, and these are all 
good, experienced people 
who understand their role 
in this community and 
the limitations of a criti-
cal access hospital. They 
understand how to serve 
the community. They just 
cover so well for each 
other.”

“Dr. Joslin was a most 
welcome addition to 
Ellinwood several years 
ago,” said Brown. “His 
high commitment and 
dedication to patient care 
makes him not only an 
excellent fit to Ellinwood, 
but brings our level of 
care to new heights.  He 

works tirelessly for his 
patients, and has wonder-
ful relationships with 
them and the clinic and 
hospital staff. He is now 
a fixture to the Ellinwood 
health care system, and I 
hope he practices the rest 
of his career here. It is an 
honor to be selected along 
with him as Co-Grand 
Marshal.” 

“Dr. Brown and I have 
both, I think, enjoyed our 
association,” Joslin said. 
“I respect him greatly and 
am proud to work with 
him. Likewise, I am very 
fond of our entire EDH 
staff and the work that 
they do.”

Dr. Joslin moved to El-
linwood in 2009, but Dr. 
Brown continues to live 
abroad, calling Ellinwood 
his home practice. Part 
of that is the staff with 
which the doctors work.

“While I enjoyed parts 
of the very small com-
munities where I have 
worked, it was immedi-
ately apparent to me that 
Ellinwood was truly spe-
cial, and it starts and ends 
with the people of Ellin-
wood,” said Brown. “My 
first experiences were 
with the people through 
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Grand Marshal, M.D.: Drs. Joslin and Brown earn the honor
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Welcome to Ellinwood for the 
After Harvest Festival!

Lone Wolf Restaurant 
111 E. 1st Street Ellinwood
Restaurant Hours 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

We'll have Full Concessions in the parking lot
east of our building from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m.
OPEN BAR AVAILABLE

Lots of Good Food with access to our 
Air Conditioned Building and Cold Beverages  July 18 and 19

Join us 
for Breakfast 

Sunday!

AFTER HARVEST FESTIVAL SPECIAL
WHOLE HOG OR 

BBQ CHICKEN MEAL
(served with sides and tea or water)

Sue's B-B-Q
will be serving immediately after the 

parade until 2 p.m. Saturday, July 19th
at the American Legion

Stop by and see us 

after the parade!

117 East Santa Fe, 

ELLINWOOD

the hospital--the nurses 
(like Jane Fertig, Rachelle 
Stratmann, Stephanie 
Ahrens), the staff (like 
Goldie Elsen, and count-
less others), providers 
like Debra Brockel and 
JoAnne Berry.  

“They were truly excel-
lent representatives of 
not just the hospital, but 
Ellinwood as a commu-
nity. The people I had the 
privilege to take care of 
during those early years 
were kind and courteous, 
and a joy to serve.  I felt 
welcome from the first 
day, and knew Ellinwood 
epitomized to me what 
I was longing for during 
those years in medical 
school.”

Outside of practice, 
both doctors are family 
men. Joslin is married to 
Denise, who also works 
at the clinic. The two met 
at Wichita State while he 
was a resident and she 
was a nursing student. 
Their son, Peter, is 13 
years old and attends St. 
Joseph School. He is a 
distance runner in track 
and also runs cross coun-
try. “We are delighted 
with the opportunity for 
Peter to grow up in a 

community such as this,” 
Joslin said.

Brown lives in Salina 
with wife, Chrissy, son, 
Ethan, and daughter, Lily. 
Salina remains a central 
location for Brown’s trav-
el, but also allows Ethan, 
12, access to necessary 
health care.

“(Ethan) has rather 
intense physical therapy 
and medical needs that 
necessitates close proxim-
ity to specialized health 
care services on a weekly 
basis,” Brown said. “He 
has a world class physical 
therapist in Salina who 
has worked hard to keep 
his body developing prop-
erly since infancy.”

Ethan enjoys a wide 
range of interests but idol-
izes athletes. He enjoys 
watching professional ro-
deo, basketball, football, 
baseball, and currently, 
World Cup soccer. Ethan 
was recently paired with 
Melody, a yellow Labra-
dor service dog. Lily, 9, 
is the family’s reader and 
artist. She is taking art 
classes this summer and 
already enjoys working 
with various media. 

The Brown family en-
joys playing board games 

and watching movies 
together, and even an 
occasional cruise in the 
convertible Mustang. 

Brown’s role in El-
linwood is not only as 
physician, but also to train 
future physicians for the 
community. 

“I also split my clinical 
time with the Univer-
sity of Kansas School of 
Medicine, which three 
years ago opened a branch 
campus in Salina. Similar 
to Smoky Hill Family 
Practice residency, it is a 
commitment by KU and 
the State of Kansas to train 
more physicians to serve 
rural Kansas. No other 
school other than KU has 
this mission, and KU-
Salina is now the smallest 
four-year medical school 
in the United States. While 
teaching at KU limits 
some of my clinical time 
in Ellinwood, I am pleased 
to fulfill the mission that I 
may be assisting in train-
ing future doctors that 
might one day practice in 
Ellinwood.”

Both doctors will take 
the morning off for the 
After Harvest Festival 
parade on Saturday, July 
19.

DR. CHARLIE JOSLIN DR. CHRISTOPHER BROWN

Welcome to the Annual

After Harvest Festival
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Hope you have a great time!
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Greg Manning

Cell: 620-786-4545

Have a Great 
Season! 

Go Eagles!

Schneider expects 
Miller to remain in the 
backfield and will utilize 
Ibarra more as a wideout 
in 2018. In those seven 
games, Ibarra was second 
on the team last year with 
114 yards and two touch-
downs on nine recep-
tions. Brayden Moore, 
last year’s leading 
receiver, has graduated. 

Junior Will Pray re-
turns as a tight end after 
coming up with several 
catches last year. 

All of Schneider’s 
other returning offensive 
starters are back on the 
line. They include senior 
Jason Joyner and sopho-
mores Tyler Joyner and 
Drew Taverner. 

Defensively, Miller 
returns to the linebacker 
spot after leading the 
team with 75 tackles in 
the seven games listed. 

Ibarra, back in the sec-
ondary, was second last 
year with 48 tackles in 
the seven games listed. 
He also led the team 
with three interceptions 
in those seven games.  

The Kats do lose 41 
tackles from Moore, and 
the two leading sack 
men up front in James 
Taverner and Dalton 
Rose, who combined for 
five sacks in the seven 
games listed. 

Hinderliter returns to 
the secondary, Pray will 
play linebacker, and the 
Joyners and Drew Tav-
erner will play up front. 

With a wealth of 
returners back, Schnei-
der said the goals this 
season are to improve 
each week, take care of 
the football, and make it 
back to the post-season. 

The Kats can expect a 

test in week one against 
a Sylvan-Lucas team 
that went 8-2 in 2018. 
The Mustangs did lost 
several skill players to 
graduation, including 
quarterback R.J. Ha-
berer. 

The Kats open the 
home season on Sept. 
7 against Ingalls. The 
Bulldogs are another 

playoff team that went 
7-3 in 2018. Ingalls re-
turns junior quarterback 
Timothy Gillen, who 
threw for 617 yards last 
year. Gone to gradua-
tion is 1,100-yard rusher 
Mikel Osborne. 

This year’s Home-
coming came is sched-
uled for Sept. 21 against 
Stafford. 

Aug. 31  @Sylvan-Lucas
Sept. 7  INGALLS
Sept. 14  @Bucklin
Sept. 21  STAFFORD (HC)
Sept. 28  @Satanta
Oct. 5  @MINNEOLA
Oct. 12  @Otis Bison
Oct. 19  BURRTON
Oct. 25  Playoffs TBA

Chase football 2018


