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Black Friday marks 
the unofficial start of the 
holiday shopping season. 
Come Black Friday, shop-
pers strive to get the lowest 
prices on gifts for their 
loved ones. 

Much of the focus of 
Black Friday is on finding 

the best deals, but it can be 
interesting to take a breath 
and learn how this phenom-
enon developed and how it 
has evolved over the years.

“Black Friday”
The term “black Friday” 

was originally associat-

ed with gold prices and 
manipulation on the part of 
speculators Jay Gould and 
James Fisk. This scandal 
occurred in September 
1869. Commodity prices 
plummeted 50 percent as a 
result, and the term “black 
Friday” was coined to refer 

to that drop.
The phrase “black Fri-

day” also became famous 
for all the wrong reasons in 
1966. Philadelphia police 
used it to refer to the Friday 
traffic jams and crowding 
in downtown stores from 
tourists and shoppers who 

flooded into the city in 
advance of the Army-Navy 
football game held the Sat-
urday after Thanksgiving 
each year. Bigger crowds 
and rowdiness contributed 
to long hours and stressful 
shifts for local police.

Black Friday reinvented
The retail industry 

started using the term 
“Black Friday” in the late 
1980s. Spin doctors turned 
previously negative conno-
tations into positive ones by 
associating the phrase with 
stores turning a profit and 
moving accounting ledgers 
from “red to black” thanks 
to big year-end sales. 
Retailers and consumers 
rallied around low-cost 
“doorbusters” and other 
discounted prices.

Interestingly enough, 
according to the National 
Retail Federation, Black 
Friday really hasn’t been 
the most lucrative day for 
retailers over the years. 
In fact, greater profits and 
larger crowds are often 
seen on the last Saturday 
preceeding Christmas.

Shopping weekend 
evolves

While Black Friday 
may have been the catalyst, 
in recent years shoppers 
have made the entire 
weekend of Black Friday a 
lucrative one for retailers. 
Many stores now open on 
Thanksgiving and extend 
sales through the entire 
weekend. Small Business 
Saturday and Sunday 
promote patronizing mom-
and-pop stores. Cyber 
Monday emerged when 
online shopping became a 
popular way to grab deals, 
and it marks the close of 
the opening weekend of the 
holiday shopping season. In 
2017, Black Friday week-
end attracted 174 million 
shoppers who spent an av-
erage of $335.47, according 
to the NRF.

1121 W. Main Lyons, KS

Traeger Pro 22 Grill  
$699.99

New at Pride Ag Ace Lyons!
Tomy Farm Toys & Collectibles...

everything from the Prestige Collection
for the serious collector to toddler toys.

SAVE $100!

Purchase a Milwaukee Fuel 
M18 Trimmer Kit with 
battery for $299.99 and 
get a Milwaukee Fuel M18 
Blower FREE
$149.99 value!

#7790264

#7790231!

Milwaukee M18 Fuel 
Lithium-Ion Hammer 
Drill & Impact Driver 
Kit $379.99
Receive a FREE circular 
saw & FREE LED
work light 
$169.98 value!!

Limited quantities available, 
sorry no rain checks.

Let Us Make Your 
Dream A Reality

Beautiful Gifts for All Occasions
Home Décor • Carpet One® Floor
Cabinets • Granite • Faux Painting

Window Treatments • Planning Design Services

1515 Main St. • Great Bend
620-792-5911 • 800-657-2506

Follow Us On Facebook

The history of Black Friday

Pets and holiday gifting
Furry, finned and 

feathered friends help make 
a house a home. These 
companions are more than 
just pets; they’re often 
cherished family members. 
So it should come as no 
surprise that, come the 
holidays, people want to 
lavish extra attention on 
their animals by way of 
presents. 

The American Pet 
Products Association says 
pet owners spend billions 
of dollars on their pets each 
year. The majority of pet 
owners plan to gift their 
pets on holidays such as 
Valentine’s Day, Halloween 
and Christmas. DogTime.
com says that pet presents 
are not a North American 
phenomenon, either. Pet 

owners in the United King-
dom are expected to spend 
the equivalent of $46 U.S. 
per pet on gifts.

While dog owners are 
more likely to buy their 
pets gifts, cat owners have 
been closing that gap over 
the years. Some pet parents 
even offer Christmas cards 
or hang Christmas stock-
ings for their pets. 

According to data from 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
shoppers between the ages 
of 17 and 21 are willing to 
spend more than anyone 
else ($70) on holiday gifts 
for their pets. 

Gifting pets has become 
the norm, but various ani-
mal welfare organizations 
advise that giving compan-
ion animals as pets should 

be avoided. Pets given as 
gifts may be at a higher risk 
for surrender to shelters by 
families who miscalculated 
the amount of time and 
money that’s necessary to 
care for pets. Welcoming a 
pet into the family is often 
a personal decision, and 
one that should be weighed 
carefully by all members of 
the household.  


