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Today marks 100-year anniversary of John Deere products

By Rachel Fulcher
Special to The Press

The year 2018 is full of
anniversaries and events to
commemorate. For some
people it may be their 25th
wedding anniversary, the
10-year anniversary of
when they got their first car,
or their first child was born.
For others it may be the
commemoration of when
they began their own busi-
ness or bought their first
house. However, for one of
the world’s most renowned
companies, John Deere, it is
their 100th year anniversa-
ry of when this worldwide
company was established.

John Deere got its start
many years before it offi-
cially became John Deere
in 1918 in Waterloo. This
story began many years
earlier when the first John
Deere was born. The life
of company president and
founder John Deere did not
have a happy beginning.
Deere’s father died when
he was very young. This re-
sulted in John Deere being
raised solely by his mother
on a very small income.
John Deere attended a Ver-
mont public school, but
claimed he never truly be-
gan learning until he began
apprenticing himself out at
the age of 17.

John learned how to be-
come a blacksmith through
his apprenticeship and trav-
eled to various areas in Ver-
mont to work. With work
in high demand and a fam-
ily to provide for, Deere
moved to Grand Detour,
I11. His skills were in black-
smith work. Upon his ar-
rival to Illinois, John Deere
realized just how much the
Midwest pioneer farmers
struggled with the soil. The
soil was thick and sticky,
typical prairie soil. The
pioneer farmers were us-
ing heavy cast iron plows,
attempting to turn the soil,
but these plows were de-

signed for the Northeast
sandy soils.

With this dilemma in
mind, Deere took it upon
himself to find a way to
help these pioneer farm-
ers, and design something
that would make their
work much easier. In 1837,
Deere created a plow, using
a broken saw blade. This
was shaped ideally so that
it could scour itself, and
cut furrows through the
ground. This was a huge
breakthrough for these pio-
neer farmers, and an even
greater step for the agricul-
ture industry. This break-
through opened the doors
to a myriad of agriculture
products, equipment and
practices.

In 1838 John Deere went
from being a blacksmith to
a manufacturer.

This growing business
only manufactured plows
at this point. Deere part-
nered with Robert Tate
in 1848, shortly after he
moved his business to Mo-
line, I1l. Deere named this
plow company Deere, Tate,
and Gould. Two years later,
Deere bought out his part-
ners. Once Deere became
the sole owner of this com-
pany, it became known as a

THROUGH THE YEARS — In 1918, John Deere & Company purchased Waterloo
Gasoline Engine Company and marked the beginning of the Waterloo Boy Tractor (top).
Since that purchase, John Deere has manufactured more than 2.8 million tractors in Wa-
terloo. Five years after the birth of the modern-day business, John Deere began develop-
ing its own products, similar to the Model D tractor (below)symbolic of the green and
yellow colors globally-known as John Deere’s signature colors.

variety of different names,
John Deere & Company,
Deere & Company, and
Moline Plow Manufactory.
Meanwhile, Deere’s son,

B o

Charles, joined his father
at the company as a book-
keeper.

Before joining the firm,
Charles attended and grad-

uated from a Chicago com-
mercial college so that he
would be equipped with the
necessary knowledge to run
the company in the future.

In the years to follow, a
lot of change happened for
the company. John Deere
remained president of the
company, but Charles found
himself running the compa-
ny for the next 49 years. In
1886, Mr. John Deere died
in Moline at the age of 82.
Many changes in technol-
ogy have changed during
this time period, and the
industry is quickly evolv-
ing to keep up with the
innovative industry. This
company became a fully-
controlled family company
when Charles’ son-in-law
became the CEO.

In the Spring of 1918, the
modern Deere and compa-
ny emerges when the great
son-in-law of John Deere,
buys Waterloo Boy Trac-
tors.

This day, March 20,
1918, began the beginning
of a new era in agriculture.
The tractor became the ba-
sic product for the compa-
ny at this point. Five years
later, John Deere begins de-
veloping its own products.
Since the purchase of the
Waterloo Gasoline Engine
Company in 1918, John
Deere has manufactured
over 2.8 million tractors
in Waterloo. This marks
the 100th year of the John
Deere company because it
is the anniversary of when
the company became the
modern business that we
know it as today, and final-
ly adopted the name, John
Deere.

When it comes to Ten-
nessee, Weakley County
specifically, this commem-
oration can be related back
to our community. Weakley
County was one of the first
places in the state of Ten-
nessee to sell John Deere
tractor equipment, at Ten-
nessee Tractor in Martin,
formerly known as Vincent
Implements. This business
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Celebrating 100 years with John Deere

“Swccess thwough Innovation’

8258 HIGHWAY 45
MARTIN, TN 38237
800-624-8754

1571 HWY 54 NORTH
ALAMO, TN 38001
731-696-5596

595 HIGHWAY 51 BY-PASS
RIPLEY, TN 38063
731-635-9771

1280 ANDERSON AVE
BROWNSVILLE, TN 38012
731-772-1200

3675 HWY 641 SOUTH

PARIS, TN 38242
731-642-7080

11495 HIGHWAY 64
SOMERVILLE, TN 38068

3621 NORTH HIGHLAND AVE.
JACKSON, TN 38305

731-668-8792

901-465-9811

www.tennesseetractor.com

1007 MOUNT ZION ROAD
UNION CITY, TN 38261
731-885-0867

500 COMMUNITY PARK RD
DYERSBURG, TN 38024
731-285-6662

2321 HIGHWAY 45 BYPASS SOUTH
TRENTON, TN 38382

731-855-2123






