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Own it.
The best thing about your home is that it’s your home. 
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Have something to sell?
Need to offer your lawn care services?

Try The Messenger classifieds.
Call Donna Gibson at 885-0744.

JACKSON — Concerned 
gardeners are educating 
Tennesseans about an in-
vasive pest that could deci-
mate a landscape favorite.

Members of the Madison 
County Master Gardeners, 
along with horticulturists 
with the University of Ten-
nessee Gardens and UT 
Extension, have created the 
Crapemyrtle Bark Scale 
Task Force. This group 
says they hope to spread 
the word about the damag-
ing crapemyrtle bark scale 
before this insect spreads to 
more Tennessee trees.

The crapemyrtle bark 
scale is a non-native insect, 
first detected in the U.S. in 
2004. It was discovered on 
crapemyrtles in the Mem-
phis area several years ago 
and has now moved east-
ward. The scale appears 
as white, felt-like encrus-
tations on the bark, often 
near pruning wounds or at 
branch junctions. As the in-
festation increases, a black 
sooty mold appears on the 
bark and leaves.

“We have come to de-
pend on the crapemyrtle 
as a beautiful, low-mainte-
nance addition to our land-
scapes, and because of this 

you can find them in almost 
every Southern neighbor-
hood,” says Jason Reeves, 
curator of the UT Gardens, 
Jackson, located at the West 
Tennessee AgResearch and 
Education Center. “That’s 
why we formed this task 
force. We need to educate 
homeowners on how to 
identify and stop the spread 
of this pest.”

Reeves says there are op-
tions for controlling crape-
myrtle bark scale, including 
applying a systemic insecti-
cide, applying dormant oil 
to the bark, or washing the 
trunk with soap and water. 
If homeowners do not want 
to invest the extra time and 
money in controlling bark 
scale, Reeves recommends 
total removal of infected 
plants to prevent the spread 
to other crapemyrtles.

The task force has com-
piled a series of videos on 
bark scale identification 
and control. They can be 
viewed at west.tennessee.
edu/ornamentals. Informa-
tion will also be available 
on the Facebook pages for 
the UT Gardens, Jackson, 
and Madison County Mas-
ter Gardeners.

The Madison County 

Master Gardeners is a pro-
gram of the county’s UT 
Extension office.

The UT Gardens includes 
plant collections located in 
Knoxville, Jackson and 
Crossville. Designated as 
the official botanical garden 
for the State of Tennessee, 
the collections are part of 
the UT Institute of Agricul-
ture. The Gardens’ mission 
is to foster appreciation, 
education and stewardship 
of plants through garden 
displays, educational pro-
grams and research trials. 
The Gardens are open dur-
ing all seasons and free to 
the public.

Tennessee Master Gardeners launch 
Crapemyrtle Bark Scale Task Force

By ROSE SHILLING
Associated Press

A flower planter or hang-
ing basket bought ready-
made at a nursery: lush with 
showy, vibrant blooms, pro-
viding an instant splash for 
your porch, stoop or deck.

Your DIY flower con-
tainer: sparse-looking for 
weeks, with one plant that 
dies, and scraggly stems, 
small blooms or yellowing 
leaves as the season goes 
on.

Still, many gardeners 
keep trying.

“The benefits of doing it 
yourself would be choos-
ing your own color scheme, 
choosing plants that are go-
ing to work best for your 
area, and getting to see it 
grow in,” says Jamie Gul-
ley of Gulley Greenhouse 
in Fort Collins, Colorado.

So how DO you get the 
look of those perfect, pro-
fessionally designed plant-
ers that you’ve envied at 
the garden center or on 
someone else’s front steps?

Some tips from the ex-
perts:

———
Stick your fingertip 

in the soil — yes, really
Gulley relies on this 

tried-and-true method of 
testing the dampness of 
potting mixture about an 
inch below the surface. 

At the height of summer, 
expect to water containers 
daily, or even twice a day 
if it’s dry and sunny. Wa-
ter less frequently when 
the weather’s cooler. Con-
sider buying a self-wa-
tering product or a basic 
drip-irrigation system, used 
commonly in hot climates 
where plants might not sur-
vive a missed watering. 

Or try succulents — jade, 
hens and chicks, agave — 
that require less water.

———
Fertilize right

Fertilizer encourages 
blooms and prevents leggy 
shoots. But too much of it 
can burn up plants. And ap-
plying liquid versions or or-
ganic options like chicken 
manure or compost every 
week or two can be difficult 
to maintain.

Too many people skip fer-
tilizer or don’t use enough, 
says Gulley Greenhouse 
owner and head grower Jan 
Gulley, Jamie’s mother.

“It would be just like be-
ing in a prison and some-
body just giving you water 
and no food,” she says.

Slow-dissolving pellets 
that feed plants for several 
months are a favorite, but 
poke holes in the soil to 
reach the roots, she says.

Fertilizer that comes in 
potting-mix bags runs out 
after a few months — or 
more quickly in high heat, 
when frequent watering 
leaches soil nutrients. Start 

applying additional fertil-
izer midsummer for spring-
potted plants that use these 
mixtures.

———
Do a little research

Impulse buys of gor-
geous plants are inevitable, 
but your arrangements will 
be stronger if you first find 
some images that inspire 
you, says horticulturist No-
elle Johnson, who runs AZ 
Plant Lady landscape con-
sulting in Chandler, Ariz.

“When it comes to pots, 
most people like to do that 
themselves,” she says. 
“That’s very personal.”

A nursery worker can 
look at the image (probably 
on your phone) and find 
those plants or ones with 
the same look or colors.

Some nurseries, includ-
ing Gulley, offer guides 
on winning plant combi-
nations by hue or growing 
condition. Simply pick up 
the suggested plants and 
pot them according to the 
diagrams. 

Jan Gulley suggests lim-
iting colors and plant vari-
eties to two or three. If the 
planter’s too busy, the eye 
doesn’t know where to fo-
cus: “We call them circus 
pots,” she says.

———
Pick a planting 

strategy
One strategy is to pack 

the pot for a full look right 
away, removing plants later 
to avoid overcrowding or 
pruning hard around July 
Fourth. For example, an 
inexpensive six-pack of 
pansies could supplement 
featured plants early in the 
season and be removed 
later.

“We want a planter to 
be beautiful immediately,” 
says Richard Hentschel, a 
horticulture educator with 
the University of Illinois 
Extension in St. Charles. If 
you space plants with room 
to fill in, the arrangement 
“just looks weak. It doesn’t 
look like the store-bought 
version.”

Or you could be patient, 
planting with expansion 
space. Decorative rocks or 
attractive mulch can cover 
temporarily exposed dirt 
patches.

You might mimic the 
gardening industry’s plant-
ing strategy of using “thrill-
ers, fillers and spillers,” 
Hentschel says. Use a tall 
plant, often a grass or other 
spikey shape, in the middle 
as a thriller. Softer, mid-
height fillers surround it, 
and a trailing plant or vine 
spills out for drama.

For any strategy, pinch 
off or trim unsightly, dead 
flowers (“deadheading”). 
That encourages further 
blooming.

Get the professional look 
for your flower planters

CONTAINER FLOWERS — This photo provided by 
Noelle Johnson shows Crown of Thorns (Euphorbia milii), 
Lady’s Slipper (Pedilanthus macrocarpus), Variegated El-
ephants Food (Portularcaria afra) and a blue-gray cactus in 
Rio Verde, Ariz. (Noelle Johnson via AP)

   Do you have a loved one who is hard to 
buy for or doesn’t need anything for their 
special birthday?
   Honor them by making a donation to 
Hometown Walk of Hope in their name.

Make a Gift To Walk of Hope

Send donations to:
Obion County Hometown Walk of Hope
P.O. Box 482, Union City TN 38281




