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children who need to know 
where their food comes 
from and those outside of 
farming,” he noted. 

When the Moore’s are 
able to attend, they enjoy 
the BBQ provided by Ty-
son and the Soybean As-
sociation and the concerts 
– especially the country 
music. 

Moore credits Janice, 
a now-retired 30-year 
teacher from Dresden 
Elementary, with provid-
ing the financial stabil-
ity to support his initial 
foray into farming. He also 
acknowledges her current 
critical role as bookkeeper, 
lunch provider and all-
around go-to for whatever 
is needed on the farm on 
any given day. 

With three children, 
the UTM graduates have 

come a long way from the 
days of 250 acres and a 
few animals. Daughters 
Angela Rushing and Emily 
Reynolds followed their 
mother’s path, and both 
are teachers, the former at 
Westview and the latter 
in Lebanon. Son Ben fol-
lowed Kenneth into farm-
ing. The fate of the seven 
grandchildren – ages 6 to 
20 – is still to be deter-
mined. 

Moore is proud of the 
fact that schoolchildren 
like his grandchildren can 
learn of the many contri-
butions soybeans make via 
the information shar-
ing done at the Soybean 
Festival. From crayons to 
car seats and as a source of 
protein in emerging Third 
World countries, the small 
bean plays a large role in 

the world economy. 
This fact is not lost on 

Moore as he reflects on 
celebrating the soybean 
when potential tariffs 
threaten the business of 
growing them. 

“Something has to be 
done about unfair trade 
practices. So, I’m will-
ing to stand behind the 
president and the Secretary 

of Agriculture,” Moore 
noted when asked about 
the impact of the proposed 
tariffs. “We’ve been assured 
by them that farmers won’t 
be left holding the bag. I’m 
optimistic in the long run 
… and anxious in the short. 
But I’m not in panic mode 
… yet.”

That kind of informed 
planning and hopeful 
thinking is exactly the 
reason festival organizers 
are ready to risk farmers at 
the front of the parade. If 
Moore “absolutely” has to 
be on the farm that day, the 
car will be minus one rider 
but, like most farmers can 
attest, teamwork will en-
sure that someone is there 
ready to wave in another 
year of gratitude for the 
soybean’s contributions to 
this community.

Kenneth Moore and Parks Wells named
Tennessee Soybean Festival Parade Grand Marshals




