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First-year head coach 
Kyle Pack unveiled his 
version of Martin Middle 
School football in his first 
scrimmage against Trenton 
on Tuesday.

His version looked simi-
lar to some of former head 
coach John Lifsey’s teams 
– tough with big play-mak-
ing ability. 

The run-game looked 
solid after losing its explo-
sive weapon from last year 
in Marquis Taylor. He has 
taken his highlight abil-
ity over to Westview as a 
freshman.

In steps eighth-grade run-
ning back Javion Goins to 
fill the spot. Goins showed 
what he can with a pair of 
long touchdowns in Mar-
tin’s first offensive set. He 
broke through the line and 
went 50 yards on the first 
one and followed that up a 
couple of plays later with a 
40-yard scoring run. 

“He really motored it up 
tonight,” Pack said. “He 
had some big gains for us, 
that is for sure.”

It was not only his long 
runs that were impressive; 
he also kept his legs mov-
ing forward for an extra 
yard or two when Trenton 
was able to wrap him up. 

Dearea Nicholson joined 
Goins in the backfield and 

he also had some good 
gains.

There were some prob-
lems with the offense. The 
one that stood out the most 
and more worrisome for 
Pack than anything is some 
bad snaps from the center. 

“If we can just get a 
good snap from the center 
I think we will be alright,” 
Pack said. “We have to do 
a better job at protecting 
the football. We did put it 
on the ground a couple of 
times.”

The Panthers have an 
experienced quarterback in 
Ty Simpson and he instinc-
tively knew what to do with 
the bad snaps. He either fell 
on the loose ball or picked 
it and turned a potential bad 
play into a positive one.

One particular play that 
stood out happened on the 
final play of Martin’s sec-
ond offensive set. It was 
another busted play on a 
bad snap. Simpson bought 
some time by scrambling 
with ball and found an 
open receiver in the back of 
the end zone for a 20-yard 
touchdown.

Simpson also connected 
with Luke Brown for a 40-
yard score in the first of-
fensive set. The Panthers 
scored three times in their 
first set and once in the sec-
ond.

Pack was okay with the 
offense, considering he has 

only had a few practices 
with it. 

“With all things consid-
ered, I think we did pretty 
well,” the head coach said. 
“I was proud of them. Ty 
bailed us out on some bust-
ed plays with the bad snaps. 
The offensive line looked 
pretty good for the most 
part. Our kids ran hard with 
the ball and we completed 
a few passes to help us be 

a little more well-rounded. 
I was overall pleased with 
the effort and that was the 
main thing I was looking 
at.”

The other side of the ball 
was effective too, as the 
defense kept Trenton from 
scoring its first time with 
the ball. The Panthers even 
forced one turnover with a 
Trenton fumble. 

Pack has not worked 

with the defense as much 
as he has with the offense. 
He plans to go at it hard 
with the defense before the 
first game against Milan on 
Aug. 15. 

“The defense was not 
bad with all things consid-
ered,” Pack said. “We have 
not had much defensive 
practice, especially lining 
up with a team defense. I 
did not know what forma-

tions I was going to see 
from Trenton. For them to 
not see any formations be-
forehand I think they did 
pretty well.”

Martin will be playing in 
the McKenzie jamboree on 
Saturday at 5:30. The Pan-
thers are scheduled to go up 
against Lexington and then 
the junior varsity team will 
take on Lexington’s squad 
afterwards.

Sports on  @ www.facebook.com/weakley-county-presssportseditor@wcpnews.com

Effort impresses Panthers’
new head coach in first 
scrimmage against Trenton

FINDS A GAP — Martin Middle School eighth-
grade running back Javion Goins takes advantage of a 
missed tackle to pick up a first down in a scrimmage 
against Trenton on Tuesday as quarterback Ty Simpson 
watches the action. Goins was impressive with two long 

touchdown runs in the first series of downs as the new 
featured tailback for the Panthers. New head coach 
Kyle Pack will have the Panthers playing Lexington in 
a jamboree at McKenzie on Saturday at 5:30 with a JV 
game afterwards.

Sports

EYES FOCUSED — Martin sixth-
grader Emma Simpson is set to attempt to 
steal second while focused on Ridgemont’s 
pitcher in Monday’s season opener. Simp-
son was the first base runner of the season 

for the Lady Panthers and later scored the 
first run in a 15-0 win. Simpson collected 
three RBIs and an inside-the-park home 
run in Martin’s 14-2 win over Lake Road 
on Tuesday.

Lady Panthers start hot 
Martin, not so good for 
Yates and her Ridgemont 

The Lady Panthers struck 
for six runs in the first in-
ning and the game was 
practically over with after 

Starting pitcher Katelyn 
Rutledge struck out the side 
in the first inning and re-
tired every batter she faced 
to record a perfect game.

Taylor Davis hit an in-
side-the park home run and 
had three RBIs. Piper John-
son and Anna Jo Smith each 
finished with a pair of rib-

Martin 14, Lake Road 2
Smith was the top hitter 

for the Lady Panthers on 
Tuesday with four runs bat-

Sixth-grader Emma 
Simpson hit her first homer, 
an inside-the-park job and 

Starting pitcher Mary 
Anna Chester tossed a one-
hitter with three strikeouts 

Soybean Festival

Dresden was without its 
projected starting quar-
terback Tyrone Jones. The 
junior was on the sideline 
using crutches with a high 
ankle sprain. It is a non-
football related injury he 

Estes used freshmen sig-
nal caller Zach Crawford 
the entire scrimmage. The 
first offensive play did not 
go as planned as it ended up 
with a bad snap. Crawford 
fell on the ball to recover 
the fumble and he later hit 
Drake Yates for a 40-yard 

“We were under center 
on that play and we were 
not under center at all last 
year,” Estes said. “Zach 
kept his cool and then had 
that long touchdown pass. 
He is not going to let a lot 
mistakes get to him. He has 
gotten better in practice 
each day. He is intelligent 

The run-game looked 
good at times and other 
times it was sluggish. Of 
course last year the Lions 
did not have any worries 
when it came to running 
the ball with Dylan Yates. 
Ricco Taylor was effective 
when he was getting the 

Dresden is using Quae 
Taylor at fullback and he 
is just a sophomore. He has 
the size to be a good full-
back and Estes wants him 
to get in that right mindset. 

“Quae just needs to get 
in there and not be worried 
about getting hit by bigger 
linebackers,” Estes said. 
“He needs to be to doing 
the hitting. Quea has the 
body to do it. He won’t just 
be a blocking fullback for 
us. He can run the ball and 
it run it very well. We also 
had some new guys playing 
up front and they are still 

This was the first scrim-
mage and with all first 
scrimmages there are 
things that need to be 
work on. Estes is planning 
to keep his kids busy this 
week and correct some of 
the mistakes before the next 
scrimmage at home against 

“We are going to have 
our first film session this 
week and show the guys 
what is correctable,” he 
said. “We are going to 
practice more on tackling 
and work on cutting down 
some of the mistakes we 
made on offense such as 
staying with your blocking 

Lions have work to do
after first scrimmage

BACK TO WORK

ABOVE — Dresden’s 
Hudson Nanney and 
Isaac Davidson both 
make the tackle on the 
Gibson County ball car-
rier, while Ricco Taylor 
picks up the loose ball 
after the hit. The Lions 
had their first taste of 
action since winning 
the Class A state cham-
pionship in a three-way 
scrimmage with Gibson 
County and Ripley on 
Friday at Hardy Gra-
ham Stadium. 
RIGHT — Senior run-
ning back Ricco Taylor 
sees the hole senior 
offensive lineman Jack 
Cantrell made for him 
with a well-timed block 
in Dresden’s first scrim-
mage of the preseason.  
Taylor will be the fea-
tured running back this 
season for the Lions 
and is expected to be 
a key player on defense 
in the secondary. The 
Lions have one more 
scrimmage against 
Camden on Friday be-
fore they play in a jam-
boree at Henry County 
on the 11th.
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