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we all have that someone 
on the list that is hard to buy 
for. Instead of feeling the 
stress, choose a unique item 
that will also make a contri-
bution back to the commu-
nity. 

For a gift that shows a 
sense of caring and compas-
sion and also gives back, 
give the gift of an empty 
bowl. this gift will be a 
treasured piece of art for the 
recipient and food for some-
one in need. 

empty bowls is an inter-
national grassroots effort to 
fight hunger and was cre-
ated by the Imagine render 
group. the basic premise 
is simple: potters and other 
craftspeople, educators and 
others work with the com-
munity to create handcrafted 
bowls. 

the martin and univer-
sity of tennessee at martin 
communities have been in-
volved in the empty bowls 

project for the last 15 years, 
with 100 percent of the mon-
ey from the sale of the bowls 
going to the wecare Food 
bank. 

wecare ministries, a be-
nevolent organization who 
helps those in need with 
rent/utility assistance and 
food, has a walk in-freezer 
and cooler as a result of this 
project as well as funds over 
the years that have assisted 

to fund their food bank. 
we care’s outreach ex-

pands  beyond the familiar 
thrift store and food bank 
to include budget counsel-
ing, and assistance with rent, 
utilities, eye and dental care, 
school supplies as well as 
toys and gifts at christmas. 

In 2017, the total number 
of families assisted reached 
4, 185. the food bank alone 
served 222,572 pounds of 

food to more than 3,000 
families. 

“we care ministries is 
not government-funded,” 
notes facility director baker, 
underscoring the value of 
fundraisers like the annual 
empty bowls event. “one 
hundred percent of all finan-
cial donations are used to di-
rectly assist those who come 
to our doors for assistance.”

to purchase a bowl 
throughout the year for any 
special occasion, call or visit 
wecare on north lindell in 
martin. 

empty bowls can be 
found on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/
martinemptybowls/ and on 
Instagram @martinempty-
bowls. 

For a gift that is handcraft-
ed with love by local potters 
and other craftspeople, a gift 
that shows a sense of caring 
and compassion for others, 
give an empty bowl.

One stop shop
No order too large 

or too small...
We do them all!

Monogramming
Embroidery

Screen-Printing
Custom T-Shirts

Commercial Printing
Promotional Banners

108 E. Main St., Dresden
(731) 364-5807

“A growing brand of hand-printed graphic shirts for all family 
members thanks to the support of our local communities”
Shop your local boutiques to find Tucked and Threaded

Shop online at www.tuckedandthreaded.com

Crystal Tucker
tuckedandthreaded@gmail.com

731-697-5488
#shopsmall #supporthandmade #shop731

New
Holiday Shirts 

Available
v

232 Lindell Street in Historic Downtown Martin
731.587.6910

Mon. - Sat. 10am-5pm, Warner Pace, Owner

Christmas at Kirkland’s

Design Services 
Construction 
& Decorating
Bridal Registry 
& Event Services
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Gifts
Office & Home 
Furniture
Lighting Showroom

•
•

•

Seasonal Decor
Plantation Shutters, 
Blinds & Drapes
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