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By JEN MILLER
Staff  Writer

When you’re looking at a 
picture, do you ever wonder 
about the story behind the 
picture or what about that 
person, place or object 
caught the photographer’s 
attention? Well, here is our 
chance to find out some of the 
stories behind the snapshots 
taken out at Steamer Hill by 
a talented photographer.

J ean  S i i r i l a  s t a r t ed 
snapping pictures out at 
W M S T R  b a c k  i n  t h e 
seventies. Since that time, 
she has taken hundreds 
of thousands of pictures; 
pictures that have landed in 

several WMSTR books and 
on the pages of the Hawley 
Herald. 

The caboose was once 
coupled at the end of a freight 
train providing shelter for the 
crew such as the “brakeman” 
and the “flagman.” It was 
the crew’s job to switch and 
shunt, keep a look out for 
load shifting, damage to the 
fleet and overheating axles. 
If you’ve followed the tail 
end of a train out of town 
in the last ten/twenty years, 
you’ve probably noticed 
there’s no caboose. The 
reason for that is that the 
jobs of the “brakeman” and 

The View of Steamer Hill through 
Photographer Jean Siirila’s Camera Lens

A Family that is dedicated to the Railroad.

THE RAPAT CORPORATION 
is one of the leading manufacturers of material 
handling systems in the United States.

919 O’Donnell St. Hawley, MN

www.rapat.com218-483-3344

Lake Park Insurance 
Agency, Inc.

2037 Second Street • PO Box 22, Lake Park, MN

218-238-5974

Trusted for 
generations...
Since 1916, Auto-Owners 
Insurance and your local 
independent agent have been 
there when it matters most. 

THE BEST LOCAL 
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Your livelihood has been built 
through hard work and integrity.
Trust your insurance to a company built on these same values.
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