
Most college-bound stu-
dents qualify for financial aid
to help pay for their education,
such as federal and state
grants, scholarships and fed-
eral loans. In addition, local
scholarships are often avail-
able, according to KHEAA.
Parents can also borrow fed-
eral loans to help pay students’
college costs.

However, these programs
may not cover all the costs of
college. When that happens,
many people turn to private
student loans, such as Advan-
tage Education Loans.

Since interest rates on pri-
vate loans largely depend on

the borrower’s credit rating,
some students may have to pay
higher rates than they would
on federal student loans. In ad-
dition, many lenders require
students to have a cosigner,
and some require the college to
certify that the student needs
the loan.

Students and parents are en-
couraged to do research before
committing to any loan. They
should compare the loans of-
fered by various lenders to find
the best possible deal.

KHEAA is a public, non-
profit agency established in
1966 to improve students’ ac-
cess to college. It provides in-

formation about financial aid
and financial literacy at no cost
to students and parents.
KHEAA also helps colleges
manage their student loan de-
fault rates and verify informa-
tion submitted on the FAFSA.
For more information about
those services, visit
www.kheaa.com.

In addition, KHEAA dis-
burses private Advantage Edu-
cation Loans for its sister
agency, KHESLC. For more
information about Advantage
Education Loans, visit
www.advantageeducation-
loan.com.

The Governorʼs Office of
Highway Safety is encour-
aging all drivers to start
complying with the stateʼs
Hands-Free Georgia Act be-
fore it takes effect on July 1,
2018.

The new law prohibits
drivers from having a phone
or stand-alone electronic
device in their hand or
touching any part of their
body while operating a
motor vehicle on the road.
As long as drivers do not
have a phone in their hand
or supported by any part of
their body, they can make
and receive phone calls
through the speakerphone
feature, earpiece, and wire-
less headset or if their
phone is connected to an
electronic watch or their ve-
hicleʼs stereo. 

The use of GPS and nav-
igational devices are also
allowed but drivers cannot
have a phone in their hand
or supported by any part of
their body.

“Itʼs become a habit we
donʼt think twice about since
we have been talking on our
phones while driving for
more than three decades
and it is going to take time
for all of us to stop automat-
ically reaching for the phone
when it rings,” GOHS Com-
munication Director Robert

Hydrick said.  “If you want to
talk on your phone or use
GPS while driving, now is
the time to implement those
measures so hands-free will
become the instinctive thing
to do.”

While it is not required to
purchase a device or holder
for your phone, the Gover-
norʼs Office of Highway
Safety is recommending
drivers who want to talk on
their phone to place it where
they can easily access it so
that it doesnʼt interfere with
their ability to operate their
vehicle and will still reason-
ably keep their attention on
the road.  

Another option for drivers
is to check their settings
feature on their phone to
learn if it has a “Do Not Dis-
turb” feature.   When acti-
vated, this feature detects
when a phone is moving
and notifies the sender of a
message or a phone call
that the person they are try-
ing to reach is driving and
will contact them once the
driver has reached their
destination.

While the new law will
allow drivers to use “hands-
free” technology to make/re-
ceive phone calls and use
GPS devices, drivers can-
not at any time use their
phones to write, read and

send text messages, e-
mails, social media and in-
ternet data.       The use of
voice-to-text technology is
allowed.

The hands-free law also
prohibits drivers from watch-
ing videos as well as record-
ing videos, though GPS
navigational videos and
continuously running dash
cams are permitted.

Drivers can listen to
music through streaming
apps on their phone, but
they cannot activate their
apps or change music
through their phone while
driving.   Music streaming
apps programmed and con-
trolled through the vehicleʼs
radio system are allowed.

However, we do caution
motorists that music
streaming apps that also
have video are not allowed
since the law specifically
prohibits drivers from watch-
ing videos.

“We have received a lot
of inquiries about the use of
music streaming apps and
we want everyone to know
you can listen to your music
through your phone pro-
vided you turn on that app
before you get on the road,”
Hydrick said.  “Whether it is
listening to music, making a
phone call or finding the
best route on your GPS, we
want to everyone to remem-
ber keeping your focus on
what is happening on the
road is your top priority
every time you are behind
the wheel.”

The Governorʼs Office of
Highway Safety, Georgia
Department of Public Safety
and local law enforcement
officers also remind every-
one the law does not con-
tain a 90-day grace period
for enforcement.

Many officers will be issu-
ing warnings for violations in
the first months of the law
as part of the education ef-
fort, but citations can and
will be issued starting July
1  where officers believe
they are warranted, espe-
cially those violations that
involve traffic crashes.
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SURRATT                             From Front

Bar C Cattle & Produce

  Pole Beans

Yellow & Zucchini Squash

Cucumbers Pickling & Slicers

Regular Cabbage

Napa Cabbage

Red Potatoes

Fresh U-Pick Sunflowers

2006 Yates Rd. • Barney, GA 31625
229-561-3466 • 229-560-1524

CERTIFIED FARM MARKET

TOMATO PATCH OPEN

USDA Inspected, Hormone Free, Antibiotic Free
Vacuum Sealed Freezer Beef

Monday-Saturday 7 a.m.-7 p.m. • Closed Sundays 

Drivers urged to go “Hands-Free”
now before new law takes effect
Music streaming apps are allowed provided drivers arenʼt
touching their phones to access them while on the road

Private loans bridge gap between college costs

Director for the Prosecuting
Attorneys’ Council of Geor-
gia (PAC).

“Sarah has spent the last
two decades serving victims
of crime in South Georgia,”
remarked District Attorney

Dick Perryman. “Her com-
passion for those in need is
unequaled by any other per-
son I have ever known. Sarah
will be greatly missed both
professionally and person-
ally.”

Sarah’s plans for retire-
ment include volunteer work
and spending time with fam-
ily, including her newest
granddaughter, Iris, who was
born in April.

her life changed radically on
February 14, 2010 after the
Lord took her into an open vi-
sion for a period of six hours.
Rebecca had been seeking
God with diligence and was
determined to come away
from the experience with
wholeness.  Her outpouring
helped the gathered crowd
feel healing, come into a
complete understanding of
her experience and how they
too could develop their own
encounter.

Brandon Bass who has a
prison ministry was particu-
larly powerful when he went
out to Evans Memorial Camp
to hear a Gospel Sing and
give inspired words! “The
Heart of the Problem is the
Problem of the Heart” was his
powerful message.  He spoke

extensively about people mo-
tives particularly described in
Hebrews 3:12-13.  “The
same grace that saves a
man,” said Bass, “changes a
man.”

Kenny Wright-Gross was
the featured speaker two
weeks ago.  He is a “father of
six, an entrepreneur minded
rapper, singer, songwriter
poet, encourager, loyal friend
and believer!”  Brother Kenny
works with youth at Grace
Point Church using his tal-
ents for Christ.  He is particu-
larly focused on
self-discipline and bases a lot
of his word on 1Corrinthians
9:24-27, Proverbs 25:28 and
Hebrews 12:11.  He spoke
strongly about the fact that
being flexible in relating takes
practice, intention and “devel-

oped, and cultivated repeti-
tion.”

The EMC upcoming Cre-
ated to Worship Series is
scheduled for Friday, June
22, Friday,  July 6, and Friday,
July 20  from 7 p.m. - 9
p.m. Child care is provided!
More information about EMC
events can be found on-line
at http://www.evansmemori-
alcamp.org/events.html/.
Call 229-569-1786 for more
information or check the EMC
website at 1229 N Hwy 221 in
their Sanctuary.  

This Friday night, Jay
Robinson will be the EMC
Created to Worship series
speaker.  Richard McMahon
and David Mann are in the
Praise Band.  The program
begins at 7 p.m.

EMC                           From Front NAACP accuses Ray City
Police of racial profiling

Ray City mayor denies allegations
The National Association

for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP) had its
first Ray City Mass Meeting
on Saturday afternoon, June
2, in the parking lot across the
street from the Ray City Hall.  

About 50 people gathered
as former Ray City Mayor
Carl Camon opened the meet-
ing, despite a growing storm
which brought wind gusts of
up to 60 mph during the
meeting.  The assembled
group managed a degree of
dryness despite the fact that
the winds deposited some of
the rain inside the tent.

Camon identified the prob-
lems that citizens of Ray City
have expressed.  In particular,
he expressed concern that an
Open Records request for a
copy of formal citizen com-
plaints to the City of Ray City
yielded only one complaint,
which was his own and sent
certified return receipt mail.
Area organizers for an area
NAACP chapter say they
have copies of more than 50
complaints that citizens gave

to the organization and then
filed with the City of Ray
City, alleging a variety of dis-
crimination, racial profiling,
and harassment by the Ray
City Police Department.  

Camon stated, “I hope that
those who office in the Ray
City Hall are listening even if
they are doing it privately
from a distance” as he
pointed to the Ray City Hall
building.  “They [city elected
officials and its employees]
need to understand that area
citizens are seeking fairness
and justice for all who travel
through or reside in Ray
City.”

In response to Camon’s
and the NAACP’s allega-
tions, Ray City Mayor
Brenda Exum released the
following statement to this
newspaper and Cook Publish-
ing Co. Inc.:

“I have served as City
Clerk for the City of Ray City
15 years and have served as
the Mayor since Jan. 1, 2018.

“Recently, some have al-
leged that officers of the City

of Ray City Police Depart-
ment are racially profiling.
The City respects the right of
any individual or group to
make complaints and express
concerns, but it denies any
pattern or practice of racially-
biased-based policing. The
complaints and concerns that
have been presented and ex-
pressed do not show such
practices. The City’s officers
are not allowed to consider
the race of an individual.

“Simply put, racial profil-
ing has not and will not be
tolerated in Ray City and the
complaints do not show that
such exists in Ray City.

“We have an exceptional
police department here in
Ray City. Our police officers
are people who put their lives
on the line in service of our
community. During all my
years of service to the City, it
has been my experience that
our police officers treat our
citizens with respect and
courtesy to the full extent that
the situation allows.” 
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