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By Janet Studstill
Seeing a need for business

which offered fresh home-
grown produce in Ray City,
entrepreneurs Greg and Nina
Harrell decided to turn an old
shed, housing antique trac-
tors, into a barn closely re-
sembling an old tobacco barn
and stock it with fresh pro-
duce. Hoping to open the new
business Labor Day week-
end, customers arrived on
Thursday, August 23rd when
the trucks showed up with
produce and other items to
stock the shelves. 

“People were driving up
and wanting to purchase pro-
duce off the trucks,” Nina
stated. “We were selling it
right off the trucks!”

So, with the enthusiasm
from the people of Ray City,
the Harrell’s decided to open
the store earlier than planned
and have officially been open
about three weeks. The Pro-
duce Barn is right across the
street from the Harrell’s
home, located at 151 Samuel
Street just off Highway 64.
Greg owns the field next to
The Produce Barn and in-
tends to grow a lot of the pro-
duce for the store. He is
already preparing the field for
the fall and winter crop of
greens such as turnips, col-
lards, mustard as well as
broccoli and cauliflower. The
Harrell’s will also purchase
local produce from local pro-
ducers.

Cameron Allen is manager
of The Produce Barn which
has quickly become a popular
after school spot for students
hungry for a special snack.
With fresh boiled peanuts,
packaged strawberry cheese-
cake popcorn, a variety of
other snacks and soft drinks,
it doesn’t take long to find the
perfect after school snack.

The store also has milk,
eggs, ice, local honey, and
syrup. Soon, the store will
offer Gayla’s Grits and al-
ready feature The
Whistlestop Fried Green
Tomato batter mix and My
Mama’s Bar-be-que sauces
and rubs. The company, My
Mama’s Bar-be-que, is
owned by Michael Hipperds
who grew up in Ray City.
Hipperds also owns a restau-
rant in Florida. The sauces
available from My Mama’s
Bar-be-que is also diabetic
friendly.

The store also carries
Safety-Rite fresh and smoked
sausage. Tina Browning is
also providing the store with
her famous 6-week pickles
and homemade banana nut
bread. Anyone with local pro-
duce or other items, should
contact Greg Harrell at 229-
237-3223.

The Harrell’s would like to
expand outside to include a
weekend flea market in the
future. On November 3, The
Produce Barn will host an

By Carol A. Moore
Local Boy Scout Troop

864 was evident in the Sep-
tember Lanier County Board
of Commissioner meeting
last week.  The troop, which
is led by Chris Burns and
Don Kinch, attended the
commissioner meeting as a
part of helping our scouts
earn their Citizenship in the
Community Merit Badge.

The Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica Citizenship Badge re-
placed its “parts of
citizenship” requirement for
earning an Eagle Scout status
in 1952.  Part of the badge re-
quirement is to attend a
“meeting of city, town, or
county council or school
board.”  Afterwards, each
scout is required to choose
one of the issues discussed at

the meeting, particularly
where there was a difference
of opinion expressed, and ex-
plain why the scout agrees
with one opinion more than
another.

While many meeting goers
left when the Lanier County
Board of Commission went
into Executive Session, the

Lanier County High
School is set to celebrate
Homecoming 2018 begin-
ning Monday, September
24, until Saturday, Septem-
ber 29. The Homecoming

theme this year is “Bulldog
Destinations.” This year,
Homecoming is set to bring
some new events to LCHS
as well as celebrating some
time-honored traditions. 

The parade will be Thurs-
day September 27, begin-
ning at 6:00 pm. Line-up for
the parade will begin at the
High School gym at 5:30 pm
with floats being judged be-
ginning at 5:45. The parade
will exit the Lanier County
Elementary School bus ac-
cess road and proceed left
down the Valdosta Highway.
The parade will turn right
onto Murrell Street beside
the Post Office and will
make a left onto Oak Street
next to Fender Motors and
will then proceed down
Main Street turning at the
Huddle House and ending
at the high school football
stadium. 

At the conclusion of the
parade, the students, fac-
ulty, and staff of LCHS invite
the community to join in the
Homecoming festivities at a

community pep rally to be
held at the football stadium.
The Grand Marshall of the
parade, Mrs. April Gano,
Lanier County High School
Guidance Counselor, will be
introduced along with our
football players, coaches,
and cheerleaders. We will
announce the 2018 Mr. and
Miss School Spirit along
with music performances by
the Bulldog Band and spirit
cheers by our cheerleaders.
The community pep rally will
conclude with a rousing pep
talk from Coach Kurt
Williams, LCHS head foot-
ball coach.

Come cheer on your Bull-
dogs as they take on the
Turner County Rebels at
Roquemore Stadium Friday,
September 28, with kickoff
at 7:30pm. During the half-
time show, the 2018 Home-
coming Court will be
introduced, and the Home-
coming King and Queen will
be crowned.   

Seniors competing for
Homecoming King include:

Tyquan Baker, Smit Patel,
Sean-David Pearson,
Rasheem Robinson, and
Kyle Sirmans. Seniors com-
peting to be Homecoming
Queen include Anzlie Brog-
don, Kyra Corbitt, Cameron
Lamb, Janae Stokes, and
Hannah Webrand.

Underclassmen Home-
coming Court Representa-
tives include: Juniors Daisy
Jones and Colby Conley,
Sophomores Rashad
Brockington and Amber
Davis, and Freshmen
Cedric Davis and Amaya
Lacy.

Culmination of Home-
coming 2018 will be on Sat-
urday, September 29, with
the Homecoming Dance,
which will be held from 7
p.m. until 11 p.m. at the high
school gym. 

For more information
about Homecoming 2018,
contact your student’s high
school grade level sponsor,
or feel free to contact the
Lanier County High School
front office at 229-482-3868.
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Gano continues shutouts with 
13-0 win over Irwin County

See Page 8

The Produce Barn
opens in Ray City

LCHS celebrates Homecoming 2018 on Monday

See PRODUCE, Page 3

Boy Scouts working on
Citizenship Badge

Boy Scout Troop 864 attending the recent Lanier County Board of Commissioners’ meeting.

By Carol A. Moore
"The issue of school safety

weighs heavily on our
minds,” said Lanier County
School Board Chairman
Franklin Patten at a recent
Lanier County Board of Edu-
cation meeting. "It is our re-
sponsibility as elected
officials to do whatever we
can to make our students safe.
It can be frustrating because
there are no easy answers."

As school districts headed
back to school for their 2018-
19 school year, the issue of
school safety seems to be ris-
ing to the forefront as offi-
cials all over the country
continue to keep campus
safety a priority in the wake
of recent school shootings.
Various measures have been
taken to increase protection.
Within the Lanier County
School System, a number of
measures are already planned
or are in progress.  An in-ser-
vice for personnel is planned
on October 9.  Teachers will
be given active shooter
guidelines in the high school
and middle schools.  Safety
tips for dealing with an active
shooter are also planned for

October 13.  
School camera equipment

is being checked in order that
all are in working order.  If it
is determined that additional
cameras are needed, they will
be ordered.  These may not be
the only measures taken as a
recent student fight at the el-
ementary school bus ramp
shut down traffic flow
through the campuses as
school was dismissed.  It took
some effort for local officials
to break it up and get traffic
moving again.

In other agenda items, the
board approved minutes from
its August 13 meeting.
Lanier County High School
Principal Reada Hamm rec-
ognized Anna Sapp for win-
ning the Sullivan Scholastic
Scholarship to Valdosta State
University.  Cody Douglas,
Vicki Greenwood, Cameron
Payne, Ricky Lavogis,
Clenda Guthrie, Greg Sealy
and Eboni Sealy were recog-
nized as new staff by Lanier
County Middle School Prin-
cipal Rhonda Rogers.

The monthly activities cal-
endar was provided and the
Lanier County Family Con-

nections calendar.    The
LCBOE approved a new field
trip and excursions policy
and a policy about solicita-
tions by students.

The Board plans to ask
Valdosta State to work with
them in conjunction with
VSU sports creating incen-
tives for Lanier Students.
Four tickets to the Valdosta
State v. Delta State football
game in October will be
awarded for perfect atten-
dance.

The following personnel
actions were approved:

• Donna Jewell resigned as
full-time bus driver

• David Hanks was hired
as a full-time bus driver

• Donna Jewell, Charity
Williamson, and Charlotte
Prescott were hired as substi-
tutes

• Tiara Smith and Vicky
Karen Wolfe were hired as
teachers

• David Abbott was ap-
proved to be the Middle
School football coach.

Other more routine busi-
ness included the monthly fi-
nancial statement provided
by Charlie Bennett.

Lanier County School Safety
is a priority of BOE

See BADGE, Page 2
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Locan man still missing 
after three years

See Page 2

By Carol A. Moore
With the 2018 midterm voting sea-

son over, Lanier County residents tran-
sitioned to a slower, more festive pace 
as the holiday time-of-year officially 
began on December 6 within Lanier 
County. Downtown Lakeland has been 
transformed into an eye-catching and 
festively lit wonderland just in time for 
this merry season!   Ho! Ho!! Ho!!!

"Over the past few years, The Light-
ing of Lakeland has become one of 
Lakeland area residents’ largest holi-

day events and has become an essential 
tradition for many families," said John 
Fitton, Lakeland-Lanier Chamber of 
Commerce Director. “Lakeland-Lanier 
Chamber of Commerce members are 
excited to welcome in the most delight-
ful season of the year with their closest 
friends, family and neighbors."

The Lighting of Lakeland is a free 
community event that attracts hundreds 
of holiday revelers and this year fea-
tured lively music, an announcer, festi-
val vendors, lights…action and a holi-

day parade. The county’s blue-lighting 
of a large cedar tree by the courthouse 
was replaced with another tree of lights 
at the intersection of Main St. and S. 
Valdosta Highway, visible to both east-
west as well as north-south traffic and 
pedestrians.  The 2018 Lighting of 
Lakeland officially kicked off a most 
wonderful time of the year!  

Editors Note:  Area residents are in-
vited to submit their local photos to the 
laniercountynews@gmail.com.  Please 
include0 photographer’s name.

2018 Lighting of Lakeland eye-catching
Roquemore Park’s Gazebo is spectacularly lit with reindeer enjoying the view! (Photo courtesy of Jim Raison)

Two-time Country Music Academy ‘Brush 
Arbor’ musician warms local crowd
By Carol A. Moore

“Hello, my name is Ken-
ny Munds and I am just one 
man with a guitar, and I 
sing for Jesus,” said Munds 
last week, when he played 
for a crowd gathered at 
Evans Memorial Camp’s 
(EMC) regular bi-weekly 
Praise and Worship Ser-
vice.  “Back in the 70’s I 
was lead singer for a 2-time 
Academy of Country Music 
award-winning band called 
‘Brush Arbor’, recording 
with Capitol Records songs 

I wrote; and, while on the 
road with our own show, we 
were often asked to front 
legends like Johnny Cash, 
Merle Haggard, and Charlie 
Rich.”

Briefly Munds described 
himself as part of a group 
“… headed for the big time, 
but I allowed myself to be 
ambushed when the ene-
my overrode my Godly prin-
ciples and I fell deep into 
drugs and alcohol, spiraling 
down to a nobody with a 
guitar, and voted out of the 
band.”

Munds shared, “But by 
the Grace of God, the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit and 
the forgiveness and love of 
his Son Jesus Christ, I have 
been free of my addictions 
since 1990, and as a Trav-
eling Music Missionary I Country Music Award Winner Kenny Munds performing “Je-

sus Loves Me This I Know” to a toe-tapping and singing 
crowd at Evans Memorial Camp.

By Carol A. Moore
Georgia Amendment 5, the 

School Sales Tax Referendums 
Amendment, was on the ballot 
in Georgia as a legislatively 
referred constitutional amend-
ment on November 6, 2018. It 
was approved. At December’s 
Lanier County Board of Edu-
cation (LCBOE) meeting, Su-
perintendent Scotty Hattaway 
shared information from the 
Georgia Department of Reve-
nue about ELOST or Educa-
tional Local Option Sales Tax 
of 1% which goes into effect 
January 1, 2019.  

The “yes” vote which sup-
ported this tax amendment al-
lowed school districts with a 
majority of enrolled students 
within our state to call for a 
referendum to levy a sales 
tax for education purposes.  
A majority vote of qualified 
voters within the county was 
required to pass the referen-
dum.  It was passed in Lanier 
County with an expiration date 
of December 21, 2023 or when 
$5,000.000 is reached which-
ever occurs first.

In the board’s other meet-
ing agenda items, board mem-
bers approved the group’s 
November meeting minutes.  
Board members received both 
a copy of monthly school ac-
tivities calendar as well as a 
copy of the Lanier County 
Family Connections Calendar 
of Events.

Hattaway provided infor-
mation about the Purple Star 
Designation Program which, 
if approved by the State of 
Georgia, would get Lanier 
County Schools to pursue the 
designation and partner with 
Moody Air Force Base.  The 
program goal would be to 
spread awareness of a federal 
agreement aimed at helping 
children of military families 
cope with frequent moves to 
new schools.

The 2019 BOE Work 
Session and Meeting Dates 
were approved as well as the 
“Seamless Summer Feeding 
Program,” the use of the “Gag-
gle Software for Middle and 
High School,” and the Field 
Trip requests for the Pre-K to 
Home Depot and McKey Park 
and the Kindergarten trip to 
GTC Theatre.  Board member 
Mitchell Chason was approved 
for the board’s Vice-Chair Ro-
tation for 2019.  With regard 
to personnel actions, Susan 
Mannino was approved as the 
Middle School Tennis Coach 
and Lindsey Lane’s Maternity 
Leave was also approved.

Finance Director Charlie 
Bennett gave a financial re-
port indicating that our lo-
cal school’s budget was 42% 
complete and some state rev-
enue had been received.

There were no public com-
ments and the meeting was ap-
proved for adjournment.

Voter approved ELOST 
goes into effect Jan. 1

By Charles Shiver
A man on probation in 

Lanier County led officers 
from eight law enforcement 
agencies on a high-speed 
vehicle pursuit through four 
counties, Echols, Lanier, 
Clinch, and Atkinson, Tues-
day morning, Dec. 11.

The chase ended with 
the suspect’s stolen vehicle 
crashing into a parked semi 

truck in Atkinson County. 
The suspect, identified by 
authorities as Leon Shank, 
was being treated at Coffee 
Regional Medical Center for 
minor injuries at last report. 
He was expected to be taken 
to the Lowndes County Jail 
after release from the hospi-
tal.

Two Atkinson County 
Sheriff’s Office patrol ve-

hicles were heavily dam-
aged and a Lowndes County 
Sheriff’s Office vehicle was 
struck by the suspect’s truck 
during the pursuit, but no of-
ficers and no civilians were 
hurt.

At about 10:30 a.m. Tues-
day, Lowndes County dis-
patch sent out a Be On the 
Lookout (BOLO) for a sto-
len vehicle out of Valdosta. 

A Chevy Silverado pickup 
truck had been taken from a 
lawn care company in Val-
dosta. An employee was on 
his lawn mower in the yard 
of an office building and saw 
the offender walk up to the 
Silverado, get in, and take 
off, according to the Echols 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

Leon Shank

Lanier probationer caught after high speed chase, crash

See CHASE, Page 2

3rd AnnuAl Storybook 
ChArACter breAkfASt

Lanier County Family Connection would like thank everyone 
who came out to the Storybook Character Breakfast support-
ing Christmas for Lanier Kids. The Character Breakfast was 
held Saturday at the Threatte Center. See MUSICIAN, Page 8


