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O Christmas Tree

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!
Thy leaves are so unchanging;

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!
Thy leaves are so unchanging;

Not only green when summer’s here,
But also when ‘tis cold and drear.

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!
Thy leaves are so unchanging!

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!
Much pleasure thou can’st give me;
O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!
Much pleasure thou can’st give me;
How often has the Christmas tree
Afforded me the greatest glee!

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!
Much pleasure thou can’st give me.

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!
Thy candles shine so brightly!

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!
Thy candles shine so brightly!

From base to summit, gay and bright,
There’s only splendor for the sight.

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!
Thy candles shine so brightly!

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!
How richly God has decked thee!

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!
How richly God has decked thee!
Thou bidst us true and faithful be,
And trust in God unchangingly.

O Christmas Tree! O Christmas Tree!
How richly God has decked thee! !”

Christmas trees brighten the season

&

Decked out in tinsel,
lights, ornaments, and gar-
land, Christmas trees are
enduring symbols of the holi-
day season that boast a rich
history.

Evergreen trees have been
used to celebrate winter fes-
tivals for thousands of years,
and eventually became asso-
ciated with  Christianity.
Plants and trees that remained
green all year held special
meaning to ancient peoples,
and were purported to keep
away illness and evil spirits.

Germans were credited
with tying evergreen trees to
Christmas celebrations. In
the sixteenth century, devout
Christians  brought deco-
rated trees into their homes.
Martin Luther, the Protestant
reformer, is believed to have
first added lighted candles
to these trees after he was
inspired by twinkling stars in
the night sky.

While early Americans
found Christmas trees an
oddity, the tradition, brought
over by German settlers,
eventually caught on. Today,
between 25 and 30 million
natural Christmas trees are
sold in the United States
each year, states the National
Christmas Tree Association.
Trees are grown in all 50
states and Canada.

The following is a look at
some popular tree varieties.

Living Christmas trees

Living Christmas tree,
which refers to those with
their roots still intact, are
popular among eco-con-
scious holiday enthusiasts.
That’s because living trees
can be promptly planted after
they’ve served their purpose

Chrstmaé trees are a hallmark of the holiday season.
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indoors.

Opt for a moderately sized
tree, as root balls on larger
trees can be heavy and dif-
ficult to move. Living trees
can typically be kept indoors
for around seven to 10 days
before they will need to be
returned outside. Move such
trees to a sheltered outdoor
area for one to two weeks
so they can reacclimate to
the climate. So long as the
ground is not frozen, trees
can then be planted when the
reacclimation period ends.
Better Homes and Gardens
suggests selecting a mild day
to plant the tree.

Fraser fir

Fraser fir trees are typi-
cally uniformly pyramid-
shaped trees that have strong
branches that turn slightly
upward. These trees have
good needle retention and a
dark, blue-green hue. Many
people feel these trees have
a pleasant scent. Because
they are such a quintessen-
tial Christmas tree, Fraser fir,
as well as their close cousin,
Balsam fir, tend to be more

expensive than others.

Scotch pine

One of the advantages
of Scotch pine trees is their
needle retention. Experts say
Scotch pine needles will not
drop off even if the tree is
dry. Scotch pine is an intro-
duced species brought to
North America by European
settlers, and it’s known for
dark green foliage and sturdy,
stiff branches. The Scotch
pine is one of the most popu-
lar Christmas trees today.

White spruce

As a Christmas tree, the
white spruce is known for
excellent foliage color, short
stiff needles and good needle
retention. The blue-green
color is pleasant, but when
needles are crushed, the tree
doesn’t produce a favor-
able evergreen aroma. White
spruce trees keeps their
needles longer than other
spruces.

With proper care, any
variety of Christmas tree can
look beautiful throughout the
holiday season.

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

FROM KAREN, KAILEIGH AND DONNA

Keep your natural tree fresh this Christmas
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The following tips can help trees last until the final pres-
ent is unwrapped and the last of the egg nog has been

consumed.

Natural Christmas tree affi-
cionados love the authenticity
such trees provide during the
holiday season. Natural trees
also provide a unique aroma
that can make holiday celebra-
tions feel more homey.

When purchasing natural
trees, holiday celebrants, espe-
cially those who like to buy
their trees in early December,
may be concerned about keep-
ing their trees fresh through-
out the holiday season. The
following tips can help trees
last until the final present is
unwrapped and the last of the
egg nog has been consumed.

e Buy a freshly cut tree.
Whenever possible, celebrants
should cut their own trees.
This ensures that the tree they
bring home is fresh, increas-
ing the chances it will remain
so throughout the season. If
it’s not possible to cut your
own tree, the National Fire
Protection Association notes
that fresh trees should have
green needles that do not
come off when touched. Trees
that appear to be dried out or
those that shed needles when
touched should be avoided.

* Protect trees on the way
home. The Tree Care Industry
Association advises consum-
ers to protect their Christmas
trees as they transport them
home. Wrap the tree in a plas-
tic wrap so it makes it home
damage-free. A damaged tree
might not make it through the

holiday season.

» Cut pre-cut trees before
leaving the lot. Pre-cut trees
can make it through the holi-
day season looking their best,
but buyers should request
that employees cut as much
as two inches off the bottom
of the tree before leaving
the lot. Once trees are cut,
sap begins to seal their base,
making it hard for them to
absorb water. By request-
ing that between one and two
inches be removed from the
bottom of the tree at the time
of purchase, buyers are ensur-
ing their trees will be able to
absorb the water they’ll need
to make it through the season
when they get home.

* Place the tree in water
the moment you get home.
To prevent the base of the
tree from drying out, place
it in water the moment you
get home. Freshly cut trees
may initially need the water
in their tree stands filled in
the morning and then again
in the evening. As the season
progresses, trees likely won’t
need their stands filled more
than once per day.

* Place the tree away from
heat sources. Placing trees
away from heat sources, such
as radiators, fireplaces, heat-
ing vents, and lights, reduces
the likelihood that trees will
dry out and also reduces the
risk of fire.

A few simple strategies can
help holiday revelers ensure
their Christmas trees make
it through the holiday season
unscathed.
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* COME IN FOR COOKIES & HOT CHOCOLATE
® SIGN UP FOR AN IN STORE GIVEAWAY.
® ALSO, FRESH CUT BALSAM FIR
CHRISTMAS TREES WILL BE AVAILABLE!
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ON THE WEST END OF FOSSTON ON HIGHWAY 2

EVERYTHING IN THE
STORE DISCOUNTED ...

Except Feed & Saddles at ... 50/0
FROM OUR NORMAL LOW PRICES!

Reichert’s 30th Annual

FALL ROUNDUP SALE
One Day Only, Saturday, Nov. 24

10%

BOOTS - HATS - SHIRTS - JEANS
JACKETS - SADDLES - TACK
WINTER BOOTS & CLOTHES

our 30'" Annual

Every hour a drawing will be
done for a $30 gift certificate
plus there will be drawings

THVIE

Celebrating

Roundup Sale!

for merchandise also!

facebook

Visit our facebook page.

Reichert Saddlery & Farm Supply
218-968-2248 800-957-2248

First Avenue * PO Box 94 ¢ Leonard, MN 56652




