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Growing
In Arthur

Town Talk

	 Another sporting note 
from Decatur recently was 
that Rhonda (Smart) Glide-
well is returning to Decatur 
LSA as the Lions head vol-
leyball coach. LSA is in our 
LOVC NW division, so we’ll 
get to see a former school-
mate for many of us on the 
sidelines.
	 Rhonda started her ca-
reer with LSA, went to De-
catur Eisenhower, and then 
enjoyed a hugely successful 
career at the junior high lev-
el at Our Lady of Lourdes in 
Decatur. She coached Deca-
tur St. Teresa High School 
for a few seasons before sit-
ting things out last year.
	 One final sports note, 
and this is from the Cham-
paign newspaper. Each year 
they rank the sports pro-
grams (boys and girls com-
bined for the award but they 
keep a separate tally as well) 
at each area school based on 
a formula that I don’t have 
time to explain. In other 
words, I’m not quite sure I 
understand all of it.
	 In any case for yet an-
other year St. Joseph-Og-
den High School pretty 
much walked away with the 
award. There are lots of con-
nections to the Spartans pro-
gram with our town so con-
grats to them.
	 Arthur Lovington At-
wood Hammond High School 
finished in 13th place over-
all out of 45 area schools; 
not bad at all! Our girls pro-
grams scored a top ten fin-
ish, placing 8th. Hey! Go 
Knights!
	 Congrats to everyone 
mentioned!

Let’s Talk ‘Fall Ball’
	 I don’t want to interrupt 
anyone’s summer fun but 
back to school will be here 
before you know it along 
with all the fall sports and 
activities the new school 
year will bring.
	 The Knights football 
team under new coach Ryan 
Jefferson has their schedule 
set for the 2018 campaign, 
and I’ll share that with you 
now.
	 August 24, at Tri-Coun-
ty (Oakland);
	 August 31, versus Villa 
Grove-Heritage;
	 September 7, at Mar-
tinsville;
	 September 14, versus 
Arcola;
	 September 21, at San-
gamon Valley (Niantic);
	 September 28, versus 

Decatur LSA (Homecoming);
	 October 5, at Cerro Gor-
do-Bement (Cerro Gordo);
	 October 12, versus Ar-
genta-Oreana;
	 October 19, versus Cum-
berland.
	 All games start at 7 p.m.

Team VBS Rocks It!
	 The Arthur Communi-
ty Vacation Bible School re-
cently completed another 
very successful week teach-
ing an average of 235 kids 
each day about teamwork 
based on Biblical lessons 
and principles.
	 The organizing commit-
tee this year had nine mem-
bers from five area churches: 
Arthur Mennonite Church 
(host), Sunnyside Menno-
nite Church, First Bap-
tist Church of Arthur, Vine 
Street Christian Church, 
and Arthur United Method-
ist Church.
	 The Community VBS 
program had over 70 volun-
teers this year and a huge 
thank you to all who helped 
organize and assist every 
day.
	 Along with all the les-
sons, the week was a fund-
raiser for some very worth-
while organizations that put 
the lessons taught at Bi-
ble School into action year 
round. The group raised 
over $5,500 for Special 
Olympics, the Arthur Lov-

ington Atwood Hammond 
Sports Boosters, and the Ka-
ra Kuhns Student Support 
Fund. Wow!
	 Everyone had fun, made 
a mark on their community 
as well as each other, and 
learned some very valuable 
lessons from the highest au-
thority. Love It!
	 Thanks to everyone in-
volved.  T.E.A.M.!

Freedom, Lincoln,
Illinois!

A Great celebration!
	 Saturday, June 30, and 
this year’s Arthur Freedom 
Celebration promised to be 
a big one, and it did not dis-
appoint. The appearance of 
the replica of the Lincoln 
hearse was a huge hit with 
the crowds that thronged to 
Arthur for the display and 
the parade.
	 Let’s make that the huge 
parade with 175 entries! It 
is probably the largest pa-
rade held in our community 
which might have only been 
surpassed by the Centennial 
Parade of 1973.
	 It was amazing; it was 
amazingly hot, but amazing-
ly fun! I do not know of a sin-
gle soul that walked away 
from watching that parade 
who did not have an extra 
spring in their step.
	 Since the parade, I have 
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By BOB DOAN
Community Development 
Coordinator
	 As the Community De-
velopment Coordinator for 
the Arthur Area and the 
Arthur Area Economic De-
velopment Corporation 
(AAEDC), I receive a weekly 
newsletter which focuses on 
the welfare of small towns in 
mid-America.
	 The articles are writ-
ten by Becky McCray who is 
an experienced and certified 
small town evaluator and 
speaker. The overall title of 
her articles is “Save Your 
Town,” and then she has 
more specific titles for the 
topic on which she is focus-
ing that week.
	 In the most recent arti-
cle from Becky, titled “They 
say there is nothing to do in 
our town, yet they don’t at-
tend the events we plan,” 
she discusses the successful 
and not-so-successful meth-
od of planning events and 
activities for small towns.
	 I must admit my toes 
were a little sore when I fin-
ished reading the article be-
cause I was quite guilty of 
her references.
	 It all appears to be in the 
method we use in planning 
an event. Many times we de-
cide on what type of event 
we want to host. We develop 
a small committee to control 
many of the issues for the 
event, then we announce the 
event to the public and ex-
pect them to attend and sup-
port (enjoy?) the event.
	 Becky refers to this ap-
proach as “Old Way” of “cre-
ate the event and then an-
nounce it.”
	 She suggests the more 
successful process is to pro-

vide residents opportuni-
ties to participate in the 
planning of the event which 
seems to create more of a 
“buzz.” The end result is a 
more chaotic planning ap-
proach, but more residents 
will come out and support 
the event because many of 
them were a part of its plan-
ning.
	 Becky refers to this ap-
proach as the “New Way” 
in which we announce the 
event and then create it to-
gether.
	 I am truly guilty of the 
“Old Way” because it better 
fits my personality.
	 I have vowed to work 
on changing my approach 
to working with people in 
planning events and ac-
tivities. The following few 
paragraphs are an effort to 
do so for the Steam Engine 
Threshing Event on August 
3 and 4 at the Illinois Amish 
Heritage Center.
	 We are formally an-
nouncing the Second Annu-
al Steam Engine Threshing 
Event for the dates listed 
above. We are inviting all 
residents in the Arthur Ar-
ea to become engaged in the 
planning of this event. Jim 
Fleming and I are co-chairs 
for this event and would like 
to conduct a variety of activi-
ties for those who would like 
to help build the event.
	 If you would like to be-
come involved in the plan-
ning and implementation of 
these activities, please give 

Bob a call or text at (217) 
543-2232.
	 We need and welcome 
your ideas and thoughts 
about what activities we 
could provide during this 
event. Some of the activities 
which have been mentioned 
are horseshoeing, horseshoe 
pitching for all ages, field 
demonstrations, children’s 
activities, goat milking, cow 
milking, petting zoo, and 
activities which we need to 
hear about from you.
	 This is your opportunity 
to make the threshing event 
more enjoyable for everyone 
attending. I look forward to 
hearing from you.
	 I am not certain I need to 
comment on the “concerns” 
I read about in reference to 
the recent Arthur Rotary 
Club Fireworks. I was dis-
mayed at what I read, but I 
also realized I did not have 
all of the information be-
cause I was in North Caro-
lina.
	 There was never a doubt 
in my mind that Arthur 
would conduct its usual out-
standing fireworks program 
because eventually everyone 
pulled in the same direction 
and “got ‘er done” for the en-
joyment of the thousands of 
people who attended.
	 As a resident, as well 
as the Community Devel-
opment Coordinator for the 
Arthur Area, it is refreshing 
and rewarding to live, work, 
and play in an area which 
works together for the bet-
terment of our community 
and businesses.
	 Thank you to all of the 
people and businesses who 
“stepped up” and worked to-
gether to maintain the high 
expectations of high quality 
performances which all of 
our visitors have come to ex-
pect and demand.
	 By the time you read this 
article I will have completed 
an interview with WCIA ex-
plaining why I believe the 
Arthur Area is a great place 
to live, work, play, and visit 
for everyone.
	 At this time I am not cer-
tain what I am going to say, 
but I do know it will come 
from the heart because I ex-
perience, on a daily basis, 
the camaraderie and cooper-
ation of our business owners 
and residents.
	 I think I am more grate-
ful for that than I am proud. 
It is just another example of 
people in the Arthur Area 
working together to continue 
to “Grow In Arthur.”

Trying a ‘new way’ to announce
a new upcoming event

	 Lake Fork United 
Church of Christ will hold 
their annual Homemade Ice 
Cream Social on Saturday, 
July 14, serving at 4:30-7:00 
p.m.
	 Featured flavors are 
chocolate, pineapple, lemon, 
and vanilla. Homemade 
pie and cake will also be 
available.
	 The church is located 2 
1/2 miles north of Atwood.

Lake Fork
Church to host
ice cream
social
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Douglas
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Fair!
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217-543-3850 or toll free at 1-888-543-3850
120 W. Progress Street • Arthur, IL 61911

www.fnbnokomis.com

Mobile Deposit is easy as 1-2-3.

Try it! Visit the Mobile Banking section at
fnbnokomis.com for instructions on how to
download our Android or Apple mobile app.

1. Login to Mobile Banking.
2. Snap a picture of your check

to deposit.
3. Save a trip to the bank – it’s

simple, free, and secure!

Deposit
checks fast.

Vine Street Christian Church
249 S. Vine St. • Arthur

H FREE H
Outdoor Family 

Movie Night
Monday, July 2 • Monday, July 16

Monday, July 30
- Starts at Dusk -

Cartoons first, followed by the feature movie
- Free Popcorn & Drinks -  

Bring lawnchairs, blankets, golf carts

The Sentricon difference.  No more colony.  No more problem.

Take Back 
Your Backyard!

Mosquitoes?
Call Now!

DENTIST
James E. Winfield D.M.D.

318 South Ash
Arthur, IL 61911

543-3415
Weekdays and Saturday morning

By appointment


