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Make the most of your home improvement dollars

Home improvement proj-
ects provide homeowners
with a chance to put their
own stamp on their homes.
In addition, many such proj-
ects make homes safer and,
in some Instances, more eco-
friendly.

The opportunity to make a
home more comfortable, saf-
er and/or more eco-friendly
entices many homeowners
to open their wallets. In fact,
the Home Improvement Re-
search Institute estimates
that the home improvement
products market will grow
by more than 5 percent in
2018.

Homeowners might expe-
rience some sticker shock
when researching home im-
provement projects or re-
ceiving estimates from con-
tractors. But there are ways
for budget-conscious hom-
eowners to transform their
homes and still make the

most of their home improve-
ment dollars.

Do your homework. Each
year, Remodeling magazine
publishes its “Cost vs. Value
Report,” a comprehensive
study of 21 popular remod-
eling projects in 149 United
States markets. The report
notes the value each proj-
ect retains at resale in 100
markets across the coun-
try. Homeowners who want
to get the strongest return
on investment can access
the “Cost vs. Value Report”
(www.remodeling.how.net)
to see which home improve-
ment projects are best suit-
ed for them.

- Do some of the labor
yourself. Homeowners will-
ing to swing a hammer also
can stretch their home im-
provement dollars. For ex-
ample, the home improve-
ment resource This Old
House® notes that hom-
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eowners willing to do their
own demolition before the
contractors arrive can save
substantial amounts of mon-
ey. A professional contractor
may charge $1,000 to demo
a 200-square-foot deck, but
This Old House estimates
that homeowners who demo
their own decks may spend
only $450 (for the dumpster
rental and parking permit).

- Hire a consultant. The
DIY movement is incredibly
popular, no doubt thanks
to television channels such
as HGTV and the DIY Net-
work. Homeowners with
DIY experience may be able
to complete projects on their
own with little consultation
from professional contrac-
tors. Some contractors may
not offer consulting services,
however. The consultation
route, which typically re-
quires paying licensed con-
tractors hourly fees to offer
guidance, should only be
considered by homeowners
with legitimate DIY skills,
for whom this option can be
a great way to save money.

Schedule renovations
during homeowner-friendly
times of year. Summer and
fall tend to be contractors’
busy seasons, and home-

Basement
remodeling tips

(Continued from Page 12)
noisy drainage pipes.

Uneven basement flooring
will need to be smoothed out
and flattened before carpet-
ing or tile can be laid down.
A self-leveling underlayment
can be applied to fill in gul-
lies, while larger crack and
holes will need to be patched.

Once the structure of the
basement is addressed, then
the design work can begin.
Many professionals advise
against drop ceilings, which
can take away from ceiling
height and look cheap. Base-
ments can be dark, so the
addition of plenty of lighting
can help brighten the room.
Small basement windows
can be replaced with larger
ones to add more light as
well.

Homeowners can mimic
built-ins and architectural
details from elsewhere in
the home so the basement
1s aesthetically cohesive and
doesn’t seem like an addi-
tion. Bookcases and shelv-
ing can add valuable storage
space as well. Decorate the
basement with bright, neu-
tral colors so they make the
space feel more inviting.

With some effort and fi-
nancial investment, base-
ments can be as beauti-
ful and functional as other
rooms in a home.
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owners will likely pay more
for projects during this time
of year. If possible, delay

starting projects until right
after the new year, when

strategies to make the most
of their home improvement
dollars without sacrificing
quality.

contractors aren’t so busy
and might be more flexible
with pricing.
Budget-conscious  hom-
eowners can employ various

Homeowners might experience some stlcker shock when researchlng home improve-
ment projects or receiving estimates from contractors. But there are ways for budget-
conscious homeowners to transform their homes and still make the most of their home
improvement dollars.
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And that's just what Shaw has done. For 35 years,

and bedroom groups
‘ Anything Goes!® by ShawMark® carpets have been

subjected to “torture tests” at sites like Grand
Central Station and Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson
International Airport Treatment that would destroy
other carpets has consistently done nothing much
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Backed by the industry's strongest warranty against
matting and crushing, these carpets are unmatched
in performance and customer satisfaction—
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think millions of happy customers over three-
plus decades. But what about style? One word:
beautiful. Anything Goes! carpets are designed in a
wide array of colors, patterns, and textures.
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